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BOOK IV. 

CHAP. I. 

Gil Bias being difgufied at the irregularities of the 
aifrej/es, quits the fervice of Arfenioy and gets 
into a more creditable family. 

FiBSTJ REMNANT of honour and »- 
® A ^ Ugion, which I did not h,i\ to 
^rv^^ prefcrve amidfl: fuch corrup- 
*-™*^ tion of morals, made me refblve 
not only to leave AHenia, but atfo to 
break off all corrcfpondetMf: with Laura, 
whom, however, I couW not help loving. 
Vol. 11. B though 
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though I was fenGble of her flagrant infidcli- 
' ty. tiappY is he who can thus profit by thofe 
'ftjonlems ofreflciSion that interrupt the plea- 
TuffeS which engrofs his attention ! Early one 
morning, 1 bunifled up my cloaths, and with- 
out clearing with Arfenia, who was, indeed, 
little or nothii^ ifl my debt ; or taking leave 
•f my dear Laura, I quitted the houfe where 
i had- breathed nothii^ but the air of debau- 
chery ; snd I had no fooner performed foch a 
good adlion than heaven rewarded me for it, 
by throwing me in the, way of the fteward of 
Don Matthias my late mafter. Having faluted 
3iim, be knew tnt, and ftopt to enquire if I 
was in any fervice ; to wlvch I anfwercd, that 
I had been about a minute or two out of 
place : for thst, after having lived about a 
month with Arfenia, whofe behaviour I did 
hot like, I had leit her of my own itccofd, in 
order toprefervc my innocence. The fteward, 
as if he had been fcrupuloufly religious, ap- 

f roved of my delicacy, and told me that Hnce 
was a young man of fuch honour, he would 
make it his btifinefs to fettle me in an advan- 
tageous place. He performed his promife, 
and that very day introduced me into fhe 
-ArViCC of Don Vincent de Guzman, whde 
ininager was one of his acquaintance. 

I could not have got into a better family. 
Mid therefore had no caufc to be difpleafcd 
\?ith my fituation in the fequcl. Don Vin- • 
cent was a very rich old nobleman, who had 
liyed many years without Uw-fiuc or wife i the 
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phyficians having deprived him of iia fpoufe, 
by endeavouring to free her of a coUgh, which 
Qie might have preferved much longer had 
ftie abftained from their prefcriptions. Inftead 
of man7ing again, he had applied himfelf 
wholly to the education of Aurora, his otily 
daughter, who was then going in her fix and 
twentieth year, and juftly pafled for an ac- 
compliflied young lady : for with an uncom- 
mon Ihare of beauty, Ihe had an excellent 
genius, perfeftly well cultivated. Her father, 
-though he was no conjurer, poffefled the hap- 
py talent of managing his affairs to the beft 
advantage -, but had one fault, which, how- 
ever, is pardonable in old men. He delight- 
ed in talking, and above all things, of war 
and bloodfhcd. If any body was fo unforrur 
nate as to touch that ftring in his prefence, he 
inftamly fet the trumpet to his mouthj and 
the hearers were very happy if they got off 
for the relation of two fieges and three battles. 
As he had fpent two-thirds of his life in the 
army, his memory was an inexhauftible fource 
of different anions, which were not always 
liftened to with the lame pleafure that he felt 
in recounting them. Bcfides, he ftammered 
in his fpeech, and was very prolix, which ren- 
dered his manner c£ relating very difagree-* 
able. Otherwife, I never knew a nobleman 
of a better charafter. He had a great deal 
of equanimity, and was neither paflionate nor 
whimfical : a circumftance which I admired 
very much in a man of quaMty. Though he 
Ba WM 
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was a gpod oeconomift, he kept an honour- 
able houfe, his domefticks coniirting of feveral 
footmen, and three women who waited on 
Aurora. I foon perceived that the fteward of 
Don Matthias had procured a good poll for 
me, and bent all ray endeavours to maintain 
mylelf in it : for this purpoie, I began by re- 
connoitring the ground; that is, ftudying the 
different humours of every body in the fami- 
ly 1 then, regulating my conduft by the ob- 
fervations I made, it was not long before I 
acquired the good will of my mafter, and aU 
his fervants. 

When I had been about a month in Don 
Vincent's femily, I thought I perceived that 
his daughter diftinguilhed me from all the reft 
of the valets in the houfe. Always when her 
eyes were fixed upon me, I remarked a fort 
of complwfancc in her countenance, which I 
could not obfcrve when fhe looked at my fel- 
lows. Had I not lived among beaus and 
players, it would never have come into my 
head to imagine that Aurora could think of 
mc ; but I was a good deal ipoiled among 
thefe gendemen, who are feldom extremely 
delicate in their fentimcnts of the moft vir- 
tuous ladies. " If (faid I to myfelf) we may 
believe thofe ftage-players, they are fomedmes 
benefited by the whims to which women of 
quality are fubjcft. And how do I know 
that my miftrefs is free from fuch caprice ? — 
No! (added I) I cannot believe it. She is 
not one of thoic Meflalinas, who belying the 
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pride of their birth, humble thrir afftftibns 
To unworthily, even to the duft, and difho- 
nour thcmfclves without blufhing. But ra- 
ther, one of thofe virtuous, though tender, 
young ladies, who, fatisfied with the bounds 
prelcribcd by honour to their inclinations, 
make no fcruple of infpiring as well as of en- 
Krcaintng a delicate paOion, which yields ' 
amufement without danger." 

Thcfe were my fcntiments of my miftrefi, , 
tho' I did not know precifely how to interpret 
her behaviour. , In the mean time, as often 
as fte faw mc, flic did not fail to fmile and 
cxprefs joy in her countenance i fo that with- 
out pacing for a fool, any man might have 
been infnared by fuch fair appearances ; I 
therefore could refill them no longer ; but 
concluded, that Aurora was Itrongly capti- 
vated with my merit ; and looked upon my- 
fclf as one of thofe happy domeftics whofe 
fervitude is fweetened by love. That I might 
appear in foitie meafure lefs unworthy of the 
favour which my good fortune had procured 
for me, I began to take more care of my per- 
fon that I had ever done before : I fpent all 
the money I had in linen, eflTences, and po- 
matums : the firfl: thing I did of a morning 
was to drefs and perfume myfelf, that I might 
not appe^ in di(habille before my miftr^ ; 
and with this attention to my extetiors, and 
other airs I affumed, in order to pleafe, I flat- 
tered myfelf that my happineli was not far 
off. 

»3 „,....„a^Sfr« 
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Among Aurora's women there was OM 
called Ortiz,, an old gentlewoman who ha^ 
lived more than twenty years in the family;, 
afl^ nurfcd Don Vincent's daughter, whom 
ftie ftill ferved in quality of a duenna, though 
ihe no longer jjerformed the difagrecable part 
of that funf^ion ; but, on the contrary, ii>- 
fteadof dlfcovering as formerly, th«: aftionj 
of Aurora, her fole bufinefs no* was to con- 
i;eal them. One evening, Da*nc Ortiz, having 
found an opportunity of fpealcing to me ^ilh-- 
oiit being overheard, told me foftly, that if I ' 
was wife and difcreet, 1 would be in the gar- 
den at midnight, where I fhguld be informed 
«f things whith 1 fliould not be forry to hear. 
I anfwered, &uee^ng the duenna's hand, that 
I would not fail to t^ there; and we parted, 
immediately, forfear of being fprprized. Hea- 
vens ! how did the time .hang on my hands, 
ritbm that inftant to fupper, (which in wir fa- 
mily was always .over in good ume) apd froqi' 
(hence to my maftcr's going tQ bed 1 Every, 
thing feenjtti to drag on with extraordinary, 
nownefe, and to crown niy chagrinj when, 
Don" Vincent retired to his bed-chamber, tn- 
fiead of gping to reft, he began to fight over 
again all his camFtaigns in Portugal, with 
which he had fo ofien ftuiined me before. 
But one thing whith he had never done hi- 
therto, and relerved for this evening, was to 
tell me the names of all the officers who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves in bis tim^, and ^ven 
to recount their exploits. What did I fuffcr 
in 
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in hfanng him to an end I H« Jeft offifpeak-^ 
ing, however, at laft, and got into bed. Up- 
on which, I went into the little cloliit where 1 
fiepi, . fcom- whence rhece W4s a pal&ge, by a.' 
pair of back flairs, into the garden, anil anri 
ointed my whc^ body wttheflence \ I then pat 
en a clean (hirt ftrongiy perfumed, and hav-' 
ih'g negleAed nothing which I thought might 
fiatter the palTion of my miilrefs, went direct- 
fy to the place of aflignation. 

Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded rhaty 
tired with waiting for me, fhe had returned to 
her apartment, and that the happy minute w&a. 
paft. I blamed Don Vincent for it, and as I 
was curfing his campaigns, he^itftriketen.. 
This Diade me believe that the clock wen? 
wr<H^, for I was pcrfuaded that it was at leaft 
an htnir pad midnight ; bpc 1 wa» fo happily 
miftaken, chat a good qu^ter of an hour af<- 
ter this, I heard another clock ftrike ten again. . 
** Very well, (fatd I to myfclf) I have but 
two whole hours to dance attendance, and 
they fhall have no caufe to complain of my 
punfluality. What muft we do till twelve ? 
Letustake a turn in the garden, and-conlider 
the part I am to play, which is a pretty new 
one to me, who am but a novice in the whims 
of women of quality.. I know well enough 
how to behave with Abigails and aftreffes i 
thefe you accoft with a iamitiar air, and come 
to the point wldioui ceremony : but we muft 
go another way to work with ladies of fAJhioai 
the gallant, {.imagine, ^uft be pplite, com* 



8 The ADVENTURESof 

plaifaot, tender, and rcfpcdlfut, though not 
timorous : inftead of endeavouring to haften 
his own happinefs, by the violence .of his 
tranfpons, he ought to lie in wait for the mo- 
Hient of frailty." 

Thefe were my refie£l:ions, and this the con- 
duft I propofed to obferve with Aurora j rc- 
prefenling to .myfelf that in a litde time, I 
fliould have the pleafure of fefeing myfelf at 
her feet, and of faying a thoufand palTionate 
things to that amiable objeft. T even recol- 
Wfted all the paffages of our theatrical pieces, 
which' might be of fervice to me, and do me 
^nour during our interview i and by a feaibn- 
able application of thefe, I hoped, (after the 
example of fome players whom I knew) to 
pafs for a wit, though I could only boaft of a 
memory. Abforpt in thefe reflexions which 
amufed my impatience more agreeably than 
tlte military ftorics of my mafter, I heard the 
clock ftrikc eleven-, upon which, I plunged 
again into my reverie, fometimes walking, 
and fometimes fitting in an arbor at the farther 
end of the garden. The long exjpedted hour 
of twelve at laft ftruck, and in a few minutes, 
Ortiz, as pua^ual, though tefs impatient than 
I, appeared. " Signior Gil Bias, (faid ihe, 
accoilfing me) how long have you been here ?"• 
I replied, two hours. " In good footh, (faid 
fhe, laughing) you are very exa6l : It is a plea- 
fure to make an affignation with you. True, 
indeed, (continued me, with a ferious air) you 
cannot pay too dear for the happy tidings I 
^. : ' ,.-. , ^ve 
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have to tell you. My miftrdi wants to have 
fome private converlation with you. I will fey 
no more. The reft is a fecret you muft Jcwn 
from her own mouth. Follow me, and I will 
conduft you into her apartment." So laying, 
the duenna took me by the hand, and led me> 
in a myfterious manner, through a little door, 
of' which Ihe had the key, into the chamber of 
her niillrcrs. .. 

CHAP. II. 

^be reception that Gil Bias met with from Aurora* 
and the comierfation that faffed bttvaeen them, 

I Saluted Aurora, whom I found in dilha- 
bille, in the moft refpeftfiil manner, and 
with the bcft grace I could put on ; and Ihe re- 
ceived me wiui a fmiling air, forced me to lie 
down by her, and bad her ambafTadrefs retire 
into another room. After this prelude, with 
which I was not ill pleafcd, flie addreffed her- 
fclf to me in thele words. " Gil Bias, you 
mult have perceived that I look upon you in a 
favourable light, and diftinguilh you from the 
reft of my father's fervants ; and even though 
you may not have obferved, by my looks, that 
1 have a regard ibr you, the ftep I have taken 
this night, wtU leave yon no room to doubt 

I gave herno time to proceed, but believ- 
ing that I ought, as 'a polite gentleman, to 
fpare her modefty the pain of a more formal 
explanation, I ftarted up in a tranfport, and 
'. \ B 5 ', ^„0}^wirig 
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throwing myfelf at her feet, like a ftage hero, 
wiio falh on his knees before his princefs, cri- 
ed in a theatrical tone, ** Ah, madam ! can it 
be poffiblc that Gil Bias, hitherto the fbot-ball 
of fortune, and outcaft of nature, is fo hap- 
py as to have in^ired you with fentimcnts — '* 
** Don't ipeak fo loud, (faid my miftrefs, 
laughing) ytm will awaken my women, who 
arc aflcep in the next room. Get up, -take 
your feat again, and hejir me to an end, with- 
out interrupting me. Yes, Gil Bias (conti- 
nued Ihe, refuming her gravity) I am your 
welUwiflier ) and as a proof of myclleem, 
ivill impart to you a fecret, on which the re- 
pofe t)f my Hie depends : I am in love with a 
youHg gentlcnrran of beauty, fortune, and il- 
iuftrioiis birth: his name is Don Ixwis Pa- 
checo ; and although I have fcen him fcteral 
times in the prado, and at public fhews, I have 
never (poke tio him, am even ignorant of his 
charatSkr, and don't know but he rtiay be a 
peribn of bad rriomb. This is what I want to 
be informed o£i and having occafion for a maa 
to inquire carefully about nis reputation, and 
bring nie a faithful account of ir, I make 
choice of you, and believe I rim no rifk, by 
intrafting you with this commiflion, in which, 
I hope, youwiil acquit your fclfwithfo much 
difcretion and addreis, that I fball never repent 
of having made you my confident." 

Here my miftrefs left oif fpeaking, in or- 
der to know what anfwer I would make ; and 
^. 3, though at firft difconcertcd at being fo dis- 
agreeably 
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■greeably undeceived, quickly recoUe^ted 
iafj and iurmounting the Ihvne, which i 
yiays the concomitant of uniuccefsful rallii 
I^Epfened fo much zeal for the ladv's iQtcr 
and devoted myfelf with lb much ardoi 
her fervice, th^t, though ihe might ftill < 
tinue to chink that I had fooliihly fiattcred 
felf with having ^ade za imprelTiaQ on 
heart, Qie faw very well that i knew bav 
make amends for my folly. 1 aiked but 
4ays to bring her an accc^ut of I3|og. Lei 
after which. Dame Ortiz being calleicL w 
her miftrds, condui^ed mie back incQ the 
dcD, and kfi wye there,. a£tcK havii^J 
*' Good night, Gil 3.Us,. Ilianw jiourpi 
tuality fo well} that I fiecd not rcconuu 
ix to you to be eifly at the next a^igiiacbi 
I returned to my chpqiber, not •vni 
fooic vexation to find njy expaftaiiops bai 
pd : neverthelefs, I if/as wil^ enoughto ref 
th^t it became mc better to be the conQ' 
than the lover of my miflrefs.. I confi4 
too, chat this m^t turn out .to my ad 
targe, as the n>effi;ngers of love arp, vl"u 
well paid for their trouble ; and I vvoattp 
in a full reloKuioii to pciWuj what A< 
defired. With this view, J went abro^ 
day, and found no difficiiky ip leaminj 
place of abode of fuch a noted .cavalier^ 
^wis. I enquired into his chara^xr i 
jieighbourhood -, hat thofe tg whom I Zj 
could not fully fadsfy hiy curiolicy. 
m^de mc repeat my enquiries the foil 

B.6. ' ;; , ■ 
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day,, when I was more fuccefsful. Meeting 
by accident, in the ftreet, a young man of my 
acquaintance, we flopt to chat a little, and, 
that very inftant, a n'iend of his happening to 
^5, made up to us, and told his comrade, 
that he had been jull turned away by Don Pa- 
checo, the father of Don Lewis, on fufpicion 
of having drank a caflc of wine belonging to 
his maftcr. I did not lofe fuch a fair oppor- 
tunity of being informed of every thing I 
wanted to know, and fucceeded fo well by the 
queftions I afked, that I went home very well 
latisfied that I was able to keep my word with 
my miftrefs. I was to fee her again the next 
iiight, at the fame hour, and in the-fame man- 
ner as at firft ; but I did not fuffer fo much 
difquict that night, and far from bearing the 
converfatton of my old mailer with impatience, 
I introduced the fubjeA of his campaigns, 
waited for twelve with the utmoft tranquility, 
^^ it was not until I had heard the hour re- 
peated ^y feveral clocks, that 1 went down 
into the garden, void of ellence and perfumes, 
refolved, for the future, to retrench, that «- 
travagantffc. 

I found the moft trufty duenna at the ren- 
dezvous, and Ihe upbraided me in a fatirical 
manner, for having abated in .my diligence. 
J'made no anfwer, but let her c<Hidui5t me in- 
to the apartment of Aurora, who as foon as 
. I appeared, afked if 1 had got good incelH- 
■gcnce of Don Lewis. " Yes, Madam, (faid 
'I) and you- (hall hear it in two words. In the 
' ■ ■', ■ D5-,.-..i„Goog6rft 
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fbil place I mull; cell you, that he wUlicC out 
very foon, on his return to Salamanca, in or- 
der to finifh his fttidics. He is a young cava- 
lier of honour and probity, and, being a gen- 
tlemiui and Caftilian, his courage is not to be 
doubted -, he has, befides, a great deal of Wit, 
and hb behaviour is very agreeable : but that 
which, perhaps, you will leaft: like in him, is 
a difpoGtion, too much a-kin to that of moft 
of our young noblemen, extremely rakifti. 
You muft know that, young as he is, he has 
already had two a£trelles in keeping." ** Is 
it pofliblc ! (cried Aurora) heavens ! what mo- 
rals ! but are you ceruun, Gil Bias, that he 
leads fuch a licentious, life ?" " Oh ! 1 don't 
ac all doubt it, .madam, (I replied) I was in- 
formed by a valet, who was turned out of his 
fcrvice this morning ; and fervants are com- 
monly very fincere, when they talk of their 
mafter'a ■ faults : befidcs, he keeps company 
with Don ^IcKO Segiar, Don Antonio Centel- 
les, and Don Fernand de Gamboa ; and that, 
alone, is.afufficjent demonftration of his li- 
bertinifm." " Enough, Gil Bias, (faid my' 
miftrcfs, fighing) on the credit of your re- 
port, I will combat my unworthy paffion, 
which, though it has already taken deep root 
in my heart, 1 don't defpair to overcome. Go, 
(added ihe, giving me a little purfc well re- 
plenilhed) there's fomething for your trouble i 
beware of difclofing my fecret, and remcmbcf 
that I depend upon your filence." 

1 ^ored 
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I aSiired my miftreis, that fhe might make 
hf rfetf psr(G&.ly eafy on that fccH'e, for I was 
the * Harpocratps of trufty valets. After this 
aflbrance, I withdrew, very inpatient to know 
the contents of the purie, in which J found 
^wcnty piftoles. This made me believe* that 
Aurora would have ceruunly given me more^ 
had 1 brought her agreeable lidin§p, fince Qto 
fiid me fb l^ndlomdy for fuch a morUfying 
piece of news : and I repemed chat I had noc 
unttated the lawyers, who fometimes put i. 
glofe upon the truth, in the pra^ice of their 
■protfiSvia ; I was ibrry for having nipt in th<; 
biid an intrigue, the cpnfeqwnc^ of which 
giight have been very advantageous to m$ : 
howeve*",. 1 had the cQufolation to fee myfelf 
indemnified tor my unfcafonablc expcjice in 
ei^nces and perfumes, 

CHAP. in. 

^Jbe great cbiuige that haff sited in t/te family of 
. Hon Virifent, oMdtbefirangt refolutifin with 
-■ vohkb kvt it^fored tbt fair Aurora. 

SOON after this adventure, Signior Don 
Vincent happpned to fsil fickj andihoygh 
^ had not be^ ui fuch ap adi''anced age, chjs 
fyQ)ptQm3 of his dilgafe wei^ fo violent, tha( 
we h^d reafon to fear a fetal iffue. When he 
V^^s Brll: feized, two of t^ moil famous phjt* 
ficians of Madrid were fent for. One of ^em 
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was calkd dodor Andros, and- the other doo 
tor Oquecos, who having examined the patieni 
with great attention, were of opinion, uiat the 
humours of his body were in a fta^ d fer- 
mentation : but in nothing die could they 
^ree. " We muft make hafte, (faid An- 
dros) and purge off lite humoun, though 
they be <rade, while they continue in diis vio- 
lent agitadon ef flux and reflux, left they 
fettle upon foinc noble part." Oquetos, on 
the contrary, maintained, that theyoughc to 
wait for the concoAion of the humours, be- 
fore they fliootd e.-nptoy a cathartic. " But 
your method {rcfumed the firft) is dipcftly 
oppofke to that of the prtnce of niedicine : 
HippocratM-or-dcrs cathartics in the very firft 
.days oiP the moft ardent fever, and iays, in 
exprcfs terms, that we mirfl be ready to purge, 
when the humours are in the orgafm ; that ti 
to fay, in ■ a ftate «f- fermentation."- ** O 1 
thereyiouare-hi+ftsrftenj (repliedOqtiet08)Hip-' 
pocrates, i^y^the ward opgafntt, does not'UtV' 
derfliand the fermentadoft, but the ooncoftion 
of tTie huTTKntrs." ■ 

Upon tViSj the doftors grew paffionate: 
one repeated the Greek; teiet, and -quoted all 
thofc ' authors who had explained it in his 
way : the oeher, relying on -a Latin -tranfla- 
tion, pronounced k in a tone'ftill more vo- 
ciferous. Which of them -was in the right p 
Don Vincent was -not the man to decide that 
queitton-; tot feeing himfclf obliged tocSufe, 
beftowed Ibs confidence on him who had dif- 
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patched the grcateft number of patitnts*, I 
mean the eldett of the two. Andros, there- 
fore, who was the younger, withdrew, not 
without darticg fome ftroltes of raillery at his. 
fenior, on his interprecacion of the word or- 
cafm. Oquetos, who remained triumphant, 
being a man of do£tor Sangrado's principle, 
began, by ordering his patient to be copioufly 
blooded, deferring his cathardc until the hu- 
mours fhould be concofled; but death, who, 
without doubt, was afraid the purgation fo 
fagely delayed, would deprive hiih of his 
pKy, prevented the concoftion, and carried 
my mauer oE Such was the end of Signior 
pon Vincent, who loft his life, becaufe his 
. phyfician did not undeHtand Greek [ 

Aurora having celebrated her father's fune- 
rals, in a manner fuitable to his birth, took 
poffcffion of his eftate, and, being now mif- 
trefs of hejfelf, difmifled fosie of the domef- 
tics, with rewards proportioned to their feve- 
ral fervices, and, in a little time, retired to a 
caftle, which fhe had on the banks of the Ta- 
gus, between Sacedon and Buendia. I was 
not only one of thofe whom Ihe retained, and 
carried to the country with her, but alfo had 
the go(Hi fortune to become a -neceflary per- 
ion. Notwithftanding the faithful report I 
h»l made to her of Don Lewis, ihe was (liU 
in iove with thaifcavalier ; or rarther, finding, 
herielf unable to conquer her paffion, flie had 
abandoned herfelf incirely to it; and being no 
longer under a nccefilcy of taking precautions 

.......Googlc'O 
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to fpcak with me in private, " Gil Bias, (laid 
She fighino;) I cannot forget Don Lewis ; in 
fpite of all my efforts to banifh him from my 
thoughts^ he is {till prefent in my im^ina- 
tion i not fuch as thou halt painted him, 
plunged in all forts of deliauchery i but fuch as - 
I would have him to be, tender, amorous, and 
conltant." So laying, Die b^an to melt, and 
could not help fbedding fome tears; which 
aiftfted me fo much, that I could fcarce re- 
frain from weeping alfo; and I could not 
make my court to her more effectually, than 
by fympathizing with her forrow. •* I fee 
tliou haft a very tender dtfpofition, my fiiend, 
(added Ihe, after having driicd her (ait eyes), 
and I am {o well fatisBed with thy zeal,' thai; 
ihou may'ft depend upon being well recom- 
penfed. Dear Gil Bias, I have more' occa-r 
fion now than ever for thy afliftance. I will 
difclofe to thee a deQgn, which at prefent en- 
grolTes me, and which thou wilt (no doubt) 
pronounce very capricious. Know, i;hat I in- 
tend to fet out immediately for Salamanca, 
where I will difguife myfeif like a cavalier, 
and, under the name of Don Felix, get ac- 
quainted with Pacheco, whofe confidence and 
friendftiip I will endeavour to acquire : I will 
often fpeak to him of Aurora dc Guzman* 
and call herfclf my coufin j by which means, 
. he will, perhaps, exprcls a 4efire to fee her ; 
and tlicn my expcftation will be anfwered; 
We will have two different lodgings at Sala- 
manca, in onoof which I will pm for Don 

D.5-,z,t.b,CiOOglC 
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Felfv, in the otheir for Ajwora, and prefent- 
ing rmyfeif eo the^cycs of Don Lewis, fome- 
timeS metamorphofed inco a man, and fbme- 
tioies in my own drefsi ;I flatter niyfelf, that- 
I flwOl-by degrees, ' acoortfilifh my- piirpofc. 
I grant, (acfeled- ftie) that this is an extrava- 
gant Icheme v but I am hurried afKay- by my- 
pafJion^ and the innocence of my intention 
makes me infenflbk of the rifk I rauA pun".'* 
■ I waiAtery much-of Aurora's opinion, with 
ifegard to the natiire' of her defign r ■ neverthe- 
fefs, how imprudent foever 1 judged it, i took 
eaK-not toa£t the pedagogue; but, on the 
contrary, began tq gild the pill, and under- 
took to prove, that iJiis mad prc^eft was na 
RioFe^an an agreeaMe &O^Cy tiiat could have 
nobadc<Hafii(|aieiicr..' MytniftFcfs waspleafed 
with this conftro&bB; nir levers are chau-m- 
«d with flattery, even in their moft extrava- 
^t ^cies^ \lfc BOW, riiertfOTe, kx^ed 
upon th« fnQi enterpiqae in no other light 
titan that of a comedy, the ikilfal repreienta- 
uon of which it was our bufinef$ co concert. 
Having chofen our aftors from the fcrvant* 
of the family, the parts were diftributcd, 
without the leaft quarrel or difturbance ; be>* 
caufc we were not playera by proftflion. It 
was refotved that Dame Ortiz fhould a£t the 
pare of Aurora's aunt, uijder the name <^ 
Donna Ximena de Guzman, attended by a 
valet and waiting-woman ; and that Aurwa, 
drefled like a cavalier, fliould entenain me as 
valet de cluunbre, together with. one of her 
— .,,..o,GooQlPwn 
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own maids, in the di%uife of a page, to be- 
^lw»ys about her perfonj The charafters facing 
^us regulated, we retarned to Madrid, whcrc' 
we urKJerftood .Don jLewij Jtjil wM, but that, 
it would not. bfi loog before ,h« would frt oat' 
for Salamanca J upon .whicb we ordered the 
neceHarydreffcs to be made with all diligence^ 
and when they were finifhcd, my miftrefi 
•cauied then;! to be conveniently packed up, 
until. W4; fhotild find a proper time aad place 
for putting theao on. Thea learaig the care 
of hqr houfc to the fteward, fhe fet out in a 
coach drawn by four mules, and took the 
toad to the kingdom of Leon, with all thofe 
of her fervants who had pans to ad: in her 
performance. 

We hfid already cro6ed CMd CaftUe* when 
riie axle-tree of the coach gave wiy, between 
Avila and Villaflor, about^three or four hun- 
dred paceft from a caflik, , which we perceived 
St the foot of a mouatiun. As night, ap- 
proachcd, we vcte not a little, embarra^od, 
when a peafant, paHlng. by accident, rid- us- 
of our anxiety^ by telling :us, that -the caftle 
which we law, belonged to Danna Elvira, wi-<. 
dow of Don Pedro de Pinares:, a lady whofe 
chara&er he cxtoilkd .fi> much, that my mif- 
trefs lent rac totheca&le, to beg a lodging 
foronen^hl. Eiviradid not belye the ccvm- 
■ tryraan's report, but received me with great 
afiabiiity, and &vouFed Aurora.'s ootiipliment 
with fuch an anfwer ai (he defired. We re- 
pwred immediately to the caftle, whither oar 
, coacb 
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coach was draped flowly, by the mules, and 
at . the gate met Don Pedro's widow, who 
came out to receive my miftrefs. I will pafs . 
over in filence the civil things that were faid, 
on both lldes, on this occafion, and only ob- 
ferve, that Elvira was a lady pretty much ad- 
vanced in years, but very polite, and under- 
ftood how to perform the duties of hofpitality 
as well as any woman in the world. She con- 
ducted Aurora into a fumptuous apartment, 
where leaving her to repofc a few moments, 
ihe came and employed her attention on tbe 
moft minute things that concerned us. Af- 
terwards, when fupper was ready, flie order- 
' ed the cloth to be laid in Aurora's chamber, ' 
where they fat down together at cable. Doa 
Pedro's widow was not one of thofe people 
who cloud the honour of their entLTtainmencs 
with a penfive and difcontented air : Ihe was 
of a gay difpofition, and fupported the con- 
verfation in an agreeable manner -, exprefHng. 
herielf with great dignity and elegance, I 
admired her uoderftanding, and the delicate 
turn of her thou^ts, which Teemed' to charm- 
Aurora as well as me. They conceived a 
firiendfhip ftw one another, and promiled to 
maintain a correfpondence by letters. Our 
jcoach could not be refitted liU the ' following 
day, and as we Ihould run ibme rifk by fec- 
ting out late, it was determined that we (hould 
ftay at the caftle another night. We, in our 
turn, werefervedwithaprofufiohofvidluals* 

■' ■' D.5-,;,t.b,Googk' 
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and our beds . were no leG comfottabk than 
' our meal. 

Next day, my miftrefe found new charms 
in the cbnveriation of EUvira, with whom (be 
dined in a large haU, adorned with feveral 
pictures i one of which was remarkable for 
the beauty and wonderful expreflion of the 
figures, though it prefented a very tragical 
fcene to the view. A dead cavalier appeared 
lying on his back, and drowned in his own 
blood, but feemed (HU to retain a menacing 
air even in death. Near him lay a young 
lady in another attitude, ftretched alio upon 
the ground i a fword was feen plunged in her 
bofoni, and Ihe bi-eathed her lall fighs, 
fixing her dying eyes upon a young man, who 
feemed mortally grieved at the lofs of her. 
The painter had likewife drawn another figure, 
which did not efcape my attention : this was 
an old man of a good mien, who, ftrongly 
affeited *ith the objefts that ftruck his view, 
difcovcred as much fenfibility as the youth. 
One would have thought that each of them 
felt the fame pangs, at fight of thefe doleful 
images, 'but that each received the impreflion 
. in a different manner. The old man feemed 
overwhelmed with the profound forrow in 
which he was plunged : but there was fiiry 
mixed with the affiiftion of the youth. Tlw 
painter had exprefled the whole with fuch 
, ftrenglh, that wc could fcarce withdraw our 
eyes from the performance. My miftrefs hav- 
ing alked what ftory the pidure reprefented i 
■ •* Ma- 
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" Madam, (faid Elvira) it is a faithful repre* 
fcntaiion of the misfortunes of my femily.** 
This anfwer excited the curiofity of Aurora, 
who exprefled fuch an eager inclination to 
know more, that D<hi Pedro's widow coukl 
not difpenfe with promifi'ng hcrthe fatisfaftion 
ibe defired. Th£ pjomife, which was -made 
before Ortiz, her two compMions and me, 
detained us all four in the hall after dinner. 
My miftrefs woujd have fent us away, but 
Elvira perceiving thM we longed fervently to 
hear the explanation of the piftilre, had the 
goodnefs to bid us ftay, faying that the ftory 
which flie was goir^ to relate, was none of 
thofe that required iecrecy : and immediately 
began in thele words. 

• C H A-P. IV. 

Tit? baleful marriage. A Novel. 

ROGER king of Sicily had a brother and 
a filler : the firft, called Mainlroy, re- 
volted agninft him, and lighted up a dang^ 
rous and bloody war in the kingdotn ; but had 
the misfortune tolofe two battles, and fall in- 
to the hands of the king, who contented him- 
fclfwith punilhing his Febcnion,'by depriving 
himof his liberty. This clemency ferved on- 
ly to m^e Roger pafs for a baibarian, in the 
opinion of cme part of hu ful^eds, vrhofaid 
}^ had only faved his^ brother's life, in order to 
exercjfc 

« Tfai* n«Tc1 it ■ Cine Aorjr, on whUti the l*t« Mr. Tbom'ta 
lut feuDdad bii tragedj st Tuicnd and S>giraiaii(U4 - t , 
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tfxercife upon him a flow and inhiinun rcTCDge. 
But all the reft, with more foundation, im- 
puted the harih treaoncoc that Mainfroy faf- 
' fercd in prifon, to his fifter Mathilda done-: 
for flic had, in cSeSi, always hated die prince, 
and did ndt ccafc perfecuting him is long as 
he lived : but Ihe died foon after him, and her 
death was boked upon as a jult punUhmcnt of 
her unnatural difpolinoti. 

Mainfroy having kft two ions, as yet in 
their infancy, Roger wifhed to get rid of 
them, fearing that when they Ihould arrive at 
a more advanced ^e, the dclirc of revc'nging 
their father would indt:ce them to revive a 
fattion which was not fo much quelled, . but 
that it might occafion new troubles in the 
ftate. He imparted hb defign to the fenaior 
Leontio SiiTredi, his miniftcr, who, to divert 
him from putting it in execution, undcitoolc 
the education of prince Henriquez, the ddeil, 
and advifed him to commit the youneeft, who 
was called Don JPedro, to the care of the con- 
ftable of Sicily. Roger, perfuaded that his 
nephews would be brought up by thefc men in 
that fubmiflion and duty which they owed to 
him, left the princes to their coiuiudl, and 
took upon himfetf the care of hb niece Con- 
ftantia, who was of the fame a^e with Hen- 
riquez, and only daughter 01 the princeJs 
Mathilda ; he fumifiied her with women and 
mafters, and {pared nothing in her education. 

Leontio Sinredi had a caftle two ffaort 

leagues from Palermo, at a place called Bel- 

mcHU; 
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,mont: and there .that miniftcr employed him- 
■ felf in rendering Henriquez worthy of mount- 
ing one day the throne of Sicily. He foon 
, obferved in that prince, fuch amiable quali- 
.ties, that he applied himfelfto the cultivation 
of them as.clofcly as if he had had no chil- 
dren of his own. He was blcfied, however, 
with two daughters ; the eldeft of whom, cal- 
led Blanch, younger by a year than the prince, 
was adorned with the moft pcrfeft beauty ; the 
other named Forcia, whofe birth occafioned her 
mother's death, was fiill in the cradle. Blanch, 
and prince Henriquez, as foon as they were 
capable of love, entertained a mutual paflioni 
though they had not the liberty of converOng 
in private. The prince, however, did not 
fail to &id opportunities fometimes ; and knew 
fo well how to profit by thefe precious mo- 
ments, that he engaged the daughter of Sif- 
. fredi to allow him to execute a projeft he had 
formed. Juft about this time, it happened 
that Leontio was obliged, by the king's orders, 
to make a journey into one of the moft remote 
provinces of the ifland : and dujing his ab- 
sence, Henriquez caufed an opening to be 
made in the \irall of his apartment, that was 
contiguous to the chamber of Blanch ; Apply- 
ing it with a Aiding partition of wood, that 
opened and ihut, without being perceived ; 
: becaiife it was fo clofely joined to' the cieling, 
that the eye could not difcover the artifice. A 
fkilfiil archite^, whom the ' prince had made 
bis 
. 4 .. , 
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his friend, performed the woric with equal 
diligence and fecrecy. 

Through this pafl^e, the amoroas Henri- 
qiiez introduced himfelf fometimes into the 
chamber of his miftrefs : but he did not abufo 
her favour ; for though (he was imprudent 
enough to allow him a private entrance into 
her apartment, Ihe did not condefccnd fo far, 
until he had afliired her, that he would never 
aflc any thing that innocence could not grant. 
One night, he found her very uncafy, becaufe 
(he had heard that Roger was very ill, 2nd 
had fent fcfr Siffredi, as high-chaijcelior of the 
kingdom, in order to intrufl: him with his la(t 
will. • She rcprefentcd to herfelf already, her 
dear Henriijuez on the throne, and bein^ 
afraid of lo^ng him in that high ftation, was 
under the utmoft anxiety ; and the tears flood 
in her tyes wheii he appeared. *' Heavens \ 
you weep, madam : what muft I think of that 
ibrrow with which I fee you oVcrwhtlmed ?'* 
" Sir, (replied Blanch) 1 cannot conceal my 
alarms : the king your uncle will foon ccafe 
to livt, and you will fucceed him. When I 
therefore forcfee hoW far your new greatnefs 
will remove you from me, I own, 1 cannot be 
unconcefticd. A monarch feldom beholds 
things with a lover's eye, and that which was 
his utmoft ambition while he was a fubjcft, af- 
fects hiift but (lightly wh^n he is on the throne. 
Whether it be an unhappy pref^e, or reafon 
Only that inlpires me, I feel rriy foul agitated 
with emotions that all mv conBdenCe in your 

Vol. U. C ' good- 
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goodnefs caonot-affuage; and though I dare 
not doubt your generofity, I cannot help 
didnifting my own d;;ftiny." " Adorable 
Blanch! (replied the prince) your fears are 
obliging, and juftify my attachment to your 
charms 1 but the excefs of your doubts in- 
jure my love, and (i( I may be allowed to 
fay fo) the efteem which you owe me. No ! 
think not that my deftiny and yours can ever 
be feparated. Believe rather, that you will 
always be the objeft of my happinefs and joy. 
Lay afide your fear, therefore, and let It not 
difturb fuch endearing moments." " Ah, Sir ! 
(anfwercd the daughter of Leoncio) as foon as 
you are crowned, your fubjeds, perhaps, will 
demand for your queen, a princefs defcended 
from a long race of kings, whofe fplendid 
nuptials may add new realms to yours ; and 
perhaps, alas ! you will anfwer their expefta- 
tion, even at the exp.ence of your inclination." 
" Ha ! why, {replied Henriquez, with fome 
warmth) why are you thus prone to torment 
yourfelf, by raifing fuch an afflicting image of 
what will never happen. Should heaven dif- 
pofe of the king, my uncle, and ftiake me 
mafter of Sicily, I fwear that I will efpoufe 
you in Palermo, in prefcnce of all my court, 
and I invoke all that is facred to confirm my 
oath." 

Siffrcdi's daughter was cheated by the pro- 

teftations of Henriquez, and the reft of their 

converfation turned on the king's diftempcr: 

on w'.iich occafion, Henriquez difcovered the 
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goodnefs of his hestit, in lamenting Ms uncle's 
tite, with which he had no great rcafon to be ■ 
afFcfted : the force of blood making him re- 
gret a pTince, by wliofe death he ftiould ac- 
quire a crown. Blanch, as yet, djdiiot know 
all the misfortunes that threatened her. The 
conllable of Sicily had met her coming out of 
her- father's apartment, one day when he was 
at the caftle of Belmont, on fotne important 
affairs, was c^ptivat^'d with her beauty, and 
next day, demanded her in marriage of Siffre- 
di, who confenled to the match ; but Roger's 
diftemper intervening, the nuptials were de- 
ferred, and BUnch knew nothing of the 
matter. 

. One morning, juft as Henriqucz had done 
dreffing, he was furprifed to fee JjContio, fol- 
towed by Blanch, come into his apartment. 
*' Sir, Cfaid that miniftcr to him) the news I 
bring are afflicting, but the confolation with 
which they are attended ouchtto moderate your 
grief. The king your unde is dead, after 
having left you heir to his fceptre, and Sicily 
is fgbjedt to your fway. The grandees of the 
realm, who attend your orders at Palermo, 
have comminioncd me to receive them from 
your mouth, and I am come. Sir, with my 
daughter, the firft of your new fubje^.:s, to 
offer our early and Qncere homage." The 
prince, who knew very well that Roger had 
laboured two months under a difeale that 
gradually confumed him, was not much fur- 
prifed at this piece of news ; neverthelcis. 
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iVrucfe with the fuddert change of his condi- 
tion, he feit a thoufand* confuled emotions rife 
"within his breaft ; and having miifed- fomc 
time, broke filence, by addrefling hitnfelf to 
Lcontib in thefe words ; " Sage . Siffredi, I ' 
Ihaih always look upon you as my fethef, glo- 
ry~ in' regulating niy conduft by your countel, 
and' you Ihall be as much a- king in Sicily as I 
am." So faying, he advanced to a table, on 
\Vhich there was a ftandifh, and taking a Iheet 
of paper, wrote his natile at the bottomof the 
page.- *' What are you about to do. Sir ?" 
(laid Siffredi to hirri;) '^ I am going to ma- 
infe'ft ihyt. gratitfiide and cftcem, (anfwered 
Henriqiicz) prefenting the Iheet to Bbnch, 
and faying. Receive, madam, this pledge of 
my faith, and of the empire over my inclina- ■ 
tions which I rtow yiekl to you." Blanch took 
if, blufhing, and made this anfwer to the 
jirince ; " I receive with refpeft the favours of 
my king -, but I depend upon a father ; and' I . 
Hope your Majefty will not take it iH, that t 
depofite this paper in his hands, to be ufcd as- 
iiis prudence fhall direft him." 

She accordingly gave the fubfcription of 
Henriquez to her father*, who then bbferved 
■what, tillthatmoment, hadcicapcdhispeilerra- 
tion. He difcei-ned the prince's fentiments, 
and faid to him, " Your Majefty fhall have no 
caufe to reproach me ; for I will notabofc the 
confidence" — '* My dearLcontio (cried Hen- 
riquez, interrupting him) don't imagine you 
can abufe it. Whatever ufe you fliall make . 
D5-,.-..i„Googic of 
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■of the paper, I will approve of your deteruii- 
. nation. But go, (added he) return to Paler- 
mo, order the preparations to be made for my 
coronatioa, and icU my fubjeAs, 'that I will 
follow you immediately thtjher, in order to 
receive their oaths of allegiance, and.affuce 
them of my affeftion." The minifter obeyed 
■ his new mailer's orders, and, with his daugh- 
ter, let out for Palmero. 

A few hours after their departure, the 
prince took the fame road, more cngrofied by 
his love, than by the high rank to which he 
was raifed. As foon as he arrived in the city, 
he was faluted with innumerable Ihouts of joy, 
and amidft the acclamation? pf hrs people, 
ejiKFcd the palace, where every thing was al- 
ready pr*pare(i for the cejemony, and wheie 
J^ found the princds Cpi^^ntta in d£fp 
jnourniog, and, to all appearance, very mui:^ 
■.aJfefled Wfih Roger's death. As thfy owejl 
■one anc>ther a mutual contpliipent of condo- 
lance on the event, they both ftojuuted thcm- 
Xelves very handfomely j b\H it was more cold 
■on the fidp ,of Henriquez, than on that of 
Conft^iKc ; who, in fpitc of the enmity, fub- 
fifting betwflen their families, could not hate 
the prince. He placed himfclf on the throne, 
-and thf prinjcefs fat on his right hand, in an 
clboiy chair not quite fo high. The grandees 
jcrf the kingdom look their places, each ac- 
■cording ft? his rank : the ceremony began, and 
J-^ontio, as high-chancellcr of the ftate, and 
keeper of the Ute king's will, Apcned and read 
^ 3 ■ o...,GooQk "' 
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it with an audible voice. This deed contained 

" in fubftance, that Roger, feeing himfdf with- 
out ifTiie, named the- eldeft ion of Mainfroy 
for his focceffbr, oh condition that he fhoiild 
efpoule the princefe Conftance -, which if he 
refufed to perform,- he Ihould forfeit the 
crown of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, his 

-brother, ^vto fliould enjoy ^k on the fame 
terms. 

Heniiqnez was confounded at thefe words ; 
the reftriflion gave hrm incredible pain, which 
became ftiil more violt.*nt, when Leontio, after 

• having read the u ill, pronounced to the whole 
alTembly, " My lords, having reported the 
latt intentions of the late king to our new 
monarch, that generous prince confents to 
honour his coufin, the princefs Conftance* witli 

■ his hand." At thefc words, Henrlqucz inter- 

■ tuptcd the ehancellor, faying, " Leontio, re- 
member the writing which Blanch" — " Sir 

■((aid Siffredi with precipitation, before the 
prince had time to explain himfelf) here it is. 
'Ihe grandees of the realm (added he, fliew-" 
ing the paper to the aficmbly) will here fee by 

■your n^ajcfty's auguft fignature, the efteem 
you have for the-princcls, and the deference 
.you pay to the laft will of the deccafed king, 
■your uncle." Having fpoke thefe words, he 
read the deed with which he himfelf had filled 

- the paper, containing the moft folemn engage- 
ment to marry Conftance, conformable to the 
intention of Rt^er. The hall rung with re- 
peated fliouts of all prefent, whocricdi " i-ong 
o,-,...,Googic live 
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live our magnanimous king Henriquez :" for, 
as no body was ignorant of the averiion which 
that prince had always manifefted for rhc prin- 
cefs, it was feared, not without reafon, that 
he would revolt againft the condition of the 
will, and, by thcfe means, raife commotions 
in the kingdom. But the reading of this pa- 
per intireiy compofcd the minds of the nobles- 
and people, and excited thofe general acclama- 
tions, which in fecrct tortured the monarch's 
foul. . ■ 

Conftance, who,.boih on account of her 
own glory, and her pafiion for Henriquez, 
enjoyed the public latistaftion more than iay 
body, chofe this time to aifurc him of her gra- 
titude. But the prince, in vain endeavouring 
to cooftrain himfelf, received her compliment 
with great afHi£tion, and i|jss, indeed, in fuch - 
diforder, that he could not even perform what 
.decency required. At laft, yielding to the 
violence of his pafTion, he approached SifFrcdi, 
■whom the duty of his office obliged to be 
pretty near his perfoo, aiid, with a low voice, 
faid, " What have you done, Leontio ? The 
fubfcription, which I put into your daugh- 
ter's hands, was not intended for this ufe. You 
have betrayed" — " Sir, (faid Siffredi, inter- 
rupting him, in. a refolutetone) confider your 
own glory -, if you rcfufe to follow the will of 
the king your uncle, you lofc the crown of 
Sicily." He had no fooncr fpoke in this man- 
ner, than he removed at a greater diftanjrc 
from the king, that he might not have an op^ 

c 4 o,,..G»8p'>«y 
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portunrijr to r?ply. Henriquez remained in 
the utmoft perplexity, aod felt himfelf agi- 
tated by contrary emotions. He was incenled 
»gajnll .Siffpedi, he could not refolve to aban- 
don Blanch : but, diftracSed between her and 
ihe intereft of .his glory, it was fom?time be- 
fore he could come to any refolution. How- 
ever, he was determined at lalt, and thought 
he had fallen upon a method to p^cfcrve the 
daughter of Si&Vedi, without renouncing the 
throne. He feigned fiibmiffion to the will of 
Roger, and purpoied,.while adilpehfation for 
his marriage with his coufin fliouid be foUi- 
eiting at Kome, to gain the nobles (^ the 
realm by his bounty, and eftablifti his power 
fo well, that he fliould nw be obliged to fulfil 
its conditions. 

. As foon as he had formed this dcfigi?, he 
became more tranquti, and turning to Coq- 
ftaccc, confirmed to hcr.wKw: the high dark 
cellor had read before the whole aScmbly. 
But in the very moment, when he betrayed 
himfelf fo far as to pligiit his troth to her, 
Blanch arrived in the council-hall. She came 
thither by her father's command, to pay her 
re^ds to the princcfs, and her ears were 
ftruck with the word^ of Henriquez, .at her 
firft entrance. Befides, Leontio, being dc- 
Arous that fhe fhould have no caufe to doubc 
of her misfortune, faid, whiW he prefcnted 
her toConftance, "Daughter, do homage to 
your queen, and wilh her all the fjveets of a 
flourifliing reign and happy marriage." This 



G I L B L A S. J3 

terrible -ftroke- overwhelmed the unfortunate 
Blanch ! in vain fhe endeavoured to conceal 
her grief; Ihe blulhed and grew pale alter- 
nately, and fliook through every limb. Nc- 
vcrthcleis, the princefs had not the leaft fuf- 
picioo of the caufe, but attributed the diforder 
in which Ihe paid her compliment, to the per- 
plexity of a young creature bred up in foli- 
tude, and altogether unaccuftomed to thecourt. 
It was quite otherwtfe with the young king-: . 
the fight of BJanch abaflicd him v and the de- 
fpair he obfcrved in her eyes, tranrporied him 
quite befide himfelf He did not -doubt that, 
judging by appearances, (he believed him un- 
faithful. He wouid have been lefs uneafy, 
could he have fpoke to her : but how could 
he find an opportunity, when alt Sicily, as 
one may fay, had its eyes upon him. Be- 
iides, the cruel SiSredi deprived him of that 
■hope : for reading the thoughts of thefe two 
lovers in their looks, and willing to prevent 
■the mifchicf which the violence of their paf- 
fion might create in the ftate, that minifter, 
-in an artful manner, carried his daughter ouc 
•of the alTcmbly, and fei ouc with her, on his 
■return to Belmont; refolved, for more rea- 
fons than one, to have her married as foon as 
. poOiUe. 

They were no fooner arrived, than he made 
- her acquainted with all the, horror of her fate, 
■ by declaring that he had promifcd her in mar- 
riage to the conftable. " Juft heaven ! (cried 
the, in a tranfport of grief, which her father's 
C 5 ■ . , pre- 
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. preience couU not reprels) for what dircfiiJ 
punifhmeni is- die unfortunate Bknch rcfcrv- 
ed !" Her dcfpair was even fo violent, as ta 
fufpend all the faculties of her foul. She was 
fcized with an univerfal chiUnefs, and becom- 
ing clay-cold and wan^ fwooned away in the 
arms of her father. He was affeftcd with, 
her condition ; but, though he-fhared her af- 
fliftion with "ail -the tendemefi M a parent, 
his iirft refalution ftiJI remained unfhaken^ 
Blanch, at length, recovered her fpirits, more- 
through the exquifite fcnfation of her grief, 
tliaJi through the water which Siffredi fprinkled 
, on her face ; which perceivj^g, while (he open- 
jcd her lan^uifhing eyes, *'*"'Sir, (faid Ihe, with. 
a feeble voice) I am aihamed that you have 
•ieen my weaknefs; but death, wluch muft 
fooiieBd my torments, will, in a iittle dme^ 
rid you of an unhappy daughter, who has. 
dared to difpofe of her heart without yout 
confent." '-No, my dear Blanch, (replied 
Leontio) live, and let virtue refume its em-- 
pire in your breaft. The conftable's paflion 
does you honour ; he is the mod confiderable 
match in the kingdom." — "■ ] efteem his pen- 
fonand his merit, {faid Blanch, interrupting- 
him) but, fir, the king had made me hope"— 
*' Daughter, (faid Siffredi, cutting her fiiort 
in his turn) I know all that you can fay on 
that fabjedt. I am not ignorant of your ten- 
d;rnefs for the rrince, which, at another con- 
junflure, I ftiould notdifapprove You fhould 
e^en fee me eager to enfure you of the hand -of 
Hcn- 

D5-,z,tb,GOOgK' 
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Henriquez, if the intereft of his glory, and 
that of the (late, did not oblige ium to be- 
ftow it on Conftance. It is oii that conditioa 
only, that the late king defigncd him for his 
fucceObr ; and would you have him prefer 
you to the crown of Sicily ? Believe me, I 
fympathtze -with you in the cruel ftroke you 
Jitffcr, but fince we cannot -wichftand the do 
crees of detliny, make one generous c&()rt. 
Your glory is concerned, in concealing fronr 
the kingdom the vain hope with which you. 
flattered yourfelf. Your fcnfibiHty for the 
king may raile reports to your difadvantagc \, 
and the only means of preventing them, will 
be to raarry the cotillable. In.lhortr Blanch, 
this is no time to deliberate- The king yields 
you for a throne, and marries Conftance. The 
conftable has my promife, which I beg you 
will perform ; and if I muft ufe my' autho- 
rity to bring you to this refolution» I order 
you to comply." 

So faying, he left her to refle£t upoi* what 
Ihe had heard, hoping, that after having ma- 
luffly confidered the arguments he had .ufed, 
to fuppprt her virtue againft her inclination, 
ftie would reiblve, of herfelf, to give her- 
hand to the conftable. In this he was not 
miftaken. But, what pangs did it i^ft the 
rnelanchoiy Blanch, before fhe came to thac 
determination ! flie was in a condition ^^hicli, 
of all others, was moft worthy af compaf- 
fion ! Grief for feeing her prefages of the i-r- 
fidelicy pf Henriquez changed into certainty, 
C 6 * and 
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and for being conftrained, io 'loflng him, to 
give herfelf away to another, whom Ihe could 
not love, created in her fuch violent iraii- 
Iports ofaffliilion, that every moment was 
attended witli new torture. " If my misfortune 
is ccitwn, (cried ftie) how can J refift it with- 

. out dying? Cruel dcftiny ! why was I fed 
with the molt delicious hope, when I was 
doomed to fuch an abyfs of mifery ! and thou, 
perlidious lover '. how durft thou betroth thy- 
fc-lf to anotker, after thoii hadit promifcd 
eternal fidelity to me ? haft thou fo foon for- 
got the faith which thou hadrt fworn ? As a 
punilhment for having fo cruelly deceived mc, 
»nay heaven make the nuptial bed, which 
thou art going to ftain with peijury, not a 
fcene of pleal'ure, but remorfc ! may the ca- 
Kcifes of Conftance convey poifon to thy un- 
feithful heart ! and may ihy marriage be as 
baleful as mine ! Yes, traitor ! I will efpoufc 
the conftable, whom I cannot love, to re- 
venge me upon myfelf, and punifti me, for 
having fo indifcreeily chofen the objeft of tny 
love. Since my religion forbids me to make 

• an attempt upOn my life, the days I haVe to 
live ihall be nothing elfe than an unhappy fe- 
lies of trouble and difquiet. If thou ftill 
preferveft any tendernefs for me, thou wilt be 
mortifiedat feeing me throw myfelf into the 
arrr»^ another ■, and if thou haft entirely 
forgot me, Sicily, at Icaft, may boaft of hav- 
■ ing produced a woman, who punifbed herfelf , 
for having coo fimply difpofcd <tf her heart." 
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. In fuch a ijtuatton did ihjs unhappy victim 
c£ lnv€ and duty pafs thenight that preceded 
her marriage with the conftable -, and Sitfredi 
finding her next day ready tp cpraply with his 
defire, made hafte to take the advantage of 
that favourable difpofition. He fcnt for the 
conftable to Bejniont that fame day, and mar- 
ried him privately to bis daughter, in the 
chapel of the caftle. It was not enough to 
renounce a Cfown, to lofe, for ever, a perfon 
whom fhc loved, and beftow herfelf upon the 
^}t:& of her hatred, but Ihe was alfo obliged 
to difiemble her fentinients before a hufband 
who was inflamed with the molt ardent paf- 
fwn for her, and naturally of a jealous dif- 
pofition. That Ipoufe, c-barined with the pof- 
fdlion of what he held moft dear, ^Vas con- 
tinually in her company, and did doc even 
all<>w her the fad confolation of bewailing her 
misfortune in fccret. When night approach- 
ed, the daughter of Leontio felt her affliction 
redouble : but what Avere her pangs, when 
her women, after having undreffcd, left her 
alone with the conlVable ! He alked, in a re- 
^e£tful manner, the caufe of that forrow 
■with which Ok feemed to be deprefled i and 
Blanch, perplexed by the queftron, feigned 
hcrfclf indHpofed. This deceived her hii£- 
band at firfl:, but he did not long continue in 
ids miitake : for, as he was really concerned 
St the condition in' which he faw her, and 
preffird her to goto bed, his intreaties, which 
Ihe ou&iterprcted, prefcnted fuch a cruel 
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image to her imagination, that, being unable- 
to contain herfelf any longer,* flie gave free 
vent to her fighs and teats. What a rio;ht 
was this for a man, who believed himfelf at 
the very- fummit of his happincfe ! He na 
longer doubted that the affli^ion of his wife 
portended fomething finifter to his love. Ne- 
verthelefs, though the knowledge of it threw 
him into a fituation almofl: as deplorable as- 
that of Blanch, he had fuch command of 
himfelf, that he concealed his fiifpicions. He 
redoubled his intreaties, and continued to 
prcfs his fpoufe to go to reft, afliiring her, 
that he would not interrupt the repbfe which 
(he feemcd fo much to want. He even offer- 
ed to call her women, if fhe thought that 
their afliftance Could alleviate her indifpofition. 
Blanch, encouraged by this promife, told him, 
that her prefent weaknefs only required a little 
fleep. He pretended to believe her, and go- 
ing to bed together, they pafled a night very 
different from thofe which Cupid and Hymen 
beftow on two lovers infpired by mutual paf- 
fion. 

While SifFredi's daughter imlutged her for- 
row, the conftatjle endeavoured, within him- 
felf, to divine the caufe that rendered his mar- 
riage fo unhappy. He concluded, that there 
was a rival in the caie ; but was bewildered 
■ in his own imagination, when he attempted 
to difcoverwho that rival was ; and the foie 
refult of his conjeftures was, that he was the 
jnoft unhappy <^ all mankind. He had al- 
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ready fpent two thirds of the mght in thefe 
agitations, when his ears were ftnick with a 
hollow noile ; and he was not a little furprized 
to hear fome body walking fofcly in the cham- 
ber, He believed himfclT miftaken i for he 
remcnnbered that he hin^lf had locked the 
door, after Blanch's women were gone, and 
drew back the curtain to difcover, by the evi- 
dence of his eyes, the caufe of the noife which 
he heard : but the light, which had been left 
.in the chimney, was exdnguiOied, and, in a 
little time, he heard the name of Blanch repeat- 
ed fcveral times, in a foft and languifhing tone. 
Then his jealous fulpicioBs were inflsmcd ta 
fury, and his honour alarmed, obliging him 
to rife, in order to prevent an affront, or take 
vengeance for it, he i«ized his fword, and 
moved toward* that fide whence the voice 
fcemed to come. Feeling a naked fword op- 
poled to his own,' he advanced, the other re- 
tired, he purfued, and the other vaniflitd 
from his jKirRiit, In vain did he fearch foe 
him, who fecmed to fly, through all the cor- 
ners of the room, as much as the darknels 
would allow ; he could not find him ; he ftopt, 
liftened, and heard nothing. All feemed to be 
enchantment ! he went tO' the door, which he 
imagined had favoured the flight of the fecret 
enemy of his honour, but he found it faft 
locked as before. Not being able to compre- 
hend any thing of this adventure, he called 
thole of his people, who were neatcft, and as 
lie opened the door foi that purpofe, ftood in 
the 

■ - , ■ D5-,z,tb,C-.OOglC 
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the paflagf, and kept himfclf ^n bb guard, 
, that the perfon whom lie fought might not 
efcape. 

Some fervants hearing his repeated cries, 
came running with hghts ; upoii vrhich he 
took a candle, and made a new fearch in the 
cHanibcr fword in hand j but found no body, 
nor the lead mark of any perfon's having been 
tiiere. He did not even perceive the private 
door, nor the oppoing through which there 
was a paffage. He could not, however, bUnd- , 
fold himfcif, with regard to the circumftances 
of his misfortune, but remained in a Arrange 
confuSon of thoughts. Should he have re- 
court't to Blanch, ftie was too much concerned 
in the truth, for him to expeS anexplanatioa 
from her. He ihereforc rclblved to go and 
!■ open his heart to Leontio, after having dif- 
miiTed his f^vants, telling them, that he _ 
thouj^ht he had heard a noiie in his chamber, 
but was miltaken. He met his father-in-law 
coming out of his apartment, at the diftur- 
jDance he had heard, and recounted to him what 
had happened, with all the marks of extreme 
agitation and profound grief. 

Siffredi was furprized at the adventure, ■ 
which, though it did not feem natural, he, 
neverthelefs, bdieved j and thinking that the 
king's love was wpable of any thing, was ve- 
jy much affliiSted with" tb^t confideratioD. 
But, far froo; flattering the jealous fufpicions 
of his fon-in-law, he reprcfented to him, with^. 
an air of aiBirance, that tlie voicei . which he 
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th^ght he hf ard, and the fvford tb^t was op* 
pt^d to jiis, could be no other than ph4ntoniy 
of 90 iatagtnatipn miAed by jealoujy ^ for it 
was iippoffible that any body could kav« goiw 
into his daughter's chamber ; that with regard 
to the melaijcholy which hf: had oblerved in 
his wife, it might be occafioned by fome Jn- 
<Jifpofiiion i that honoijr ought not to be an- 
Iwerable for the vicjQitudes of temper ; that 
the change of condition in a girl ufcd to live 
in folitude, who fees herfelf on a fqdden deli- 
.vered to a man, whom flie has not had time 
to know and to love, might be the caufc of 
diofe tears, fighs, and that (harp afflidion, of 
which he complained j that love was not to be 
kindled in maidens ©f a noble birth, by »ny 
otbc^ means, than time and aSJdtiity ; for 
which re.^oas he exhorted him to cohn hjs 
difquiet, redottUc im lendcmefs *nd care, ia 
order to difpofc Blanch to bec<wie m^re fen- 
Qbk of his merit ; luad intrenKd him to retwn 
tp bis chamber, being perfuaded chat his mt- 
eafimis and diftruft were JBJuries done to the 
virtue of his wife. 

The conitablc made rro anfwer to ihe rc- 
Enonftrances of his fathcr-in-Uw ; whether he 
really began to think that be might have been 
impofed upon by the diforder of his mirrd, or 
judged it a wifer courfe tq diflemble thaa to 
undertake, in vain, to convince the old man 
of an event fo void of all probability— he re- 
sumed to his apartment, lay down by his wife, 
and tried to obtain, by fticp, fome refpite 
^. from 
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from his dHquict. Blanch, on her fide, was 
not leTs uneafy than he : (he had but c6o well 
heard that which alarmed her hiiJband, and - 
could not confider as an illufion an adventure, 
the fecret and motives of which (he knew-^ 
Surprized that Henriquez (hould leek to in- 
troduce himfelf into her apartment, after hav- 
ing fofolcmnly pledged his faith toConftance, 
inftead of approving orfeelingtheleaftglimpfe 
of joy at this ftep, (he looked upon it as a new 
outrage, aod-her heart was incenfed againft 
him. 

While the daughter of Sifiredi, prejudiced 
againft the younj; king, believed him the moft 
unfaithful of men, that unhappy prince, more 
in love than ever, wifhed for an interview with 
Blanch, in order to encourage her again^the 
tppearances that condemned him. He would 
bave come fooner to Belmont for that purpofe. 
Had he b«n permitted by the multiplicity of 
bufinefs in which he was neceflarily engaged j 
but he could not ftea! away from court before 
that night. He was too well acquainted with 
all the private corners of a place where he had 
been educated, to be under any difficulty of 
getting unfeen into Siftredi's caftle ; and he 
ftill Icept the key of a private door that be- 
long'd to the garden, thro' which he- got intO' 
hb old apartment, from whence he pafs'd into 
the chamber of Blanch.-:— You may imagine 
the aftonilhment of that prince when he found ' 
a man there, and felt a fword oppofed to his- 
own. He had well nigh difcovered himfelf, 
o.-,..;GooQk and 
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and piinilhed on the fpot the audacious wretch, 
■Who durft lift his racrilegioiis hand againft his 
lawful king -, but the refpedl he owed to Leoh- 
tio's daughter fufpendcd his refencment. He 
retired in the fame manner as he had entered, 
and, more affliftcd than ever, took the road 
to Palermo ; where arriving fonnc moments 
before day, he (hut himfelf up in his apart- 
ment. But the agitation of hisfpirits depriv- 
ing him of reft, he refolved to return ro Bel- 
mont ; his I'afety, honour, and, above all, his 
love, not permitting him to remain longer ig- 
norant of the leaft circumftance of fuch a 
cruel adventure. 

Jt was no fooner day than he commanded 
his hunting-equipage to be got ready, and, 
uniier pretence of taking that diverfion, rode 
far into the foreft of Belmont, attended by his 
■fportfmen and fome courtiers. He followed 
"the chace fome time, the better to conceal his 
deCgn ; and when he faw every one eagerly 
engaged at the heels of the hounds, he Tepa- 
rated himfelf from them, and, all alone, took 
(lis way to Leontio's caftle. He was too well 
acquainted with the paths of the foreft to lofc 
himfelf, and his impatience not permitting 
him to fpare his horll-, he in a little time over- 
run the diftance that feparated him from the 
lobjcft of his love. He was juft inventing 
ibme plauGbIc pretext to prtKure for himfelf 
a private interview with the daughter of Sif- 
fredi, when, crofilng a fmall road th;itlcd by 
one of the park-gatesj he perceived bard by 
' o,-,...,Googic two 
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two womea, fitting ip cloie convcrfetioo at the 
root of a tree. As he . did noc doubt that 
thefe pcrfons belonged to the caille, the fight 
.of thciii raifed w,i.thin him fome emotion : but 
he was much more transported, when, t\\e 
■women turning towards him at the noife of his 
horfe's feet, h£ knew one of them to be his 
dear Blanch, whoMd efcaped from the caftle 
with Nifa, one (rf" her women, who enjoyed 
the greateft fliare of lier confidence, to bewajl 
her misfortune at full liberty. 

He flew — he threw himfelf headlong (if I 
may ufe the exprcifion) at"her feet -, and per- 
ceiving in her eyes all the marks of the moft 
^pnofound affUiStion, was melted at the fight. 
*' Fair Blanch, ((aid he) fufpend the emotions 
of your grief; appearances, I confers, rcpre- 
feni me guilty to your eyes ; but when you aip 
made acquainted with toe dcfign which I havp 
icffmed in your behalf, that which you nomr 
look upon as a crime, will 9f>pear to you fi 
jDroof (rfmy innoqeace and excc;fs of love." 
Thefe words, which Henriqucz thought capa- 
ble of moderating, ferved only to redouble 
the affli<5lion of Blanch, who would have an- 
iwer'd him, had not her voice beep choaked 
up with her fighs. The prince, aftonifhed at 
hei" difordcr, laid, " How, madam, can't I^ 
then, calm yourdifquiet ? By what misfortune 
have I loft your confidence ? I, who hazard 
my crown, and even my fife, to keep myfelf 
yours!" — 'Twas then that the daughter of Sif- 
fredi, making an effort to explain herfelf,- re- 
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plied, •* Sir, yourpromif:s are now unfcafon- 
able. — ^Nothii^gl'enccforthcan bindmydeftiny 
to yours." " Ah, Blanch ! (faid Henriquez, 
interrupting- her with warmth) whac cruel 
words are thde I hear ! Who dares ravifh you 
from my love ? Who dares oppofe the fury of 
a king, who would put all Sicily in flames, 
rather than- fu tier you to be torn from his 
' hopes ?"— ^" fill your power, Sir, {aniwered 
Sifiredi's- daughter in a languilhing manner) 
cannot reirtove tiic obftacles by which we are 
feparated.— ^Tamtheconftabtc'swife." — "The 
conftablc's wife !" (cried the prince, ftaggering 
backwards, and unable to go on.) He was 
confounded and overwhelmed by this unex. 
peftcd blow : his ftrength forfook him, and" 
he dropt dowiiat the root of a tree that grew 
behind him.-^Pale, trembling, and dcprefled, 
fie had nochirtg free buc his eyes, which he 
fixed upon Blanch, in fuch a manner as gave 
Jier to underftand how deeply affefted he was 
*ith the unhappy tidings Ihe had declared. 
She, on the other hand, looked upon him 
iVich an air which convinced him, that her 
emotions were little different from thofe he 
feh ; aiid thefe tv/o unfortiTnare lovers pre- 
^rved, between them, a fllence that had fome- 
thing terrible in' it. , At length the prince, re- 
coHciting himfelf a little, by an e^Ort of his 
courage, rifumcd the difcourfe, and faid to 
Blanch with a figh, " >What have you done, 
Ihadatn ? y6ur credulity ha£ ruined me, and 
undone yourltlt" 

Blanch, 
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Blanch, piqued at the prince's feeming to - 
upbraid her, when fhe thought Ihe had much 
more caufe to compiain of him, replied, 
*' What, Sir ! do you add diflimulation to infi- 
delity ? Would you have mc difcredit my own 
eyes and ears, and believe you innocent, in 
fpite of the evidence of my feiifes ? No, Sir, 
I own myfelf incapable of fuch an effort of 
reafon." — " Neverthelefs, madam, (anfwered 
the king) you are impofed upon by thefc very 
■witneffes which feem fo faithful j even they 
have allifted in betraying you i and that I am 
innocent and faithful, is no lefs true than that 
you are the conflable's wife." " How, Sir ! 
(faidlhe) did I not hear you confirm to Con- 
ftance the prefcnt of your hand and heart ? 
Have you not afiured the riobles of the king- 
dom, that you :would fulfil the conditions of 
the late king's will ? and has not the'princefs 
received the homage of your new fubjc(5ts,' in 
quality of queen and fpoufe of Henriquez ? 
Were my eyes then bewitched ? Say, fay, ra- 
ther, unfaithful prince ! that you did not think 
Blan(Ji ought to balance in your heart the in- 
tfereft of a throne ; and, without (looping to 
feign a paflJop that you no longer feel, and 
perhaps never felt, confefs that the crown of 
Sicily appeared to you more fixed with Coh- 
ftance than with Lcontio's daughter. — You 
are in the right, Sir: a.fliining throne was no 
more rny due than the Jieart ot a prince, fuch 
^s you are. I was too vain to pretend to 
either j but yoii ought not to have indulged 
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me in my error. — You know the alarms I felt 
on account of lofing you ; a misfortune that 
then feemedro me almoft inevitable. Why 
did you encourage me with hope ? Would to 
heaven my fears had not been diflipated 1. 1 
Ihould have acculed fortune, not you ; and 
you would have, at leaft, preferved my heart, 
tho' at the expence of a hand which no other 
ihould ever have obtained. It is now no time 
to juftify yourfelf : I am the conflable's wife j 
and that I may fpare myfelf the confequcnce 
of a converfation that makes my glory bluQi, 
give me leave, Sir, without failing in that re- 
Ipeft which 1 owe you, to quit the prefence of 
a prince, whom 1 am no longer at liberty to 
hear." 

So faying, (he left Henriquez with as much 
hafte as her prefent weak condition would al- 
low. " Stop, madam ! (cried he) and do not 
drive to defpair a prince, who will rather 
overturn that throne, which you upbraid him 
■with having preferr'd to you, than fulfil the 
expedtation of his new fubjefts." " That fa- 
crifice (faid Blanch) is at prefent vain. While 
I am married to the conftable, thefe generous 
tranlports will not avail : fince I am then no 
longer at liberty, it is of fmall importance to 
me that you reduce Sicily to afhes, or to whom 
you give your hand. If I have been weak 
enough to let my heart be furprized, I ftiall 
at leall have fortitude enough to fliflc its emo> 
tions, and let the new king of Sicily fee, that 
the conflable's wife is no longer the lover of 



4t The ADVENTURESof 
prince Henriqucz." When (hftpronoiinrtd 
thefc Words, being ckife to tlie park-gate, ihe 
entered it of a fudden with Nifai and, iock- 
ing it en the other fide, left the prince over- 
whelmed with forro*. He could hot recover 
tJie blow which Blanch had givien him, by 
theaccountof her rtiarriage, " Unjuft Blanch ! 
(cried he) you have loft all rcrtiembrancc of 
our mutual engagcnicnt ! In fpitc of our re- 

■ ciprocal vows', we aire fdr ever parted ; and 
the idea which I had cherifh^d of pofle/Tmg 
your charms, «as- no more than a vain il)u- 
lion. Ah, cruel rrtaid ! how dearly did I buy 
your approbation ot my fianie !" 

Then the image of -his rival's happinefs 
prefented itfelf to. his fancy, with all the hor- 
rors of jealoufy; which took fuch full pof- 
feflion of his foul for feme moments, that he 
was on the point of ftcrificing the coriftable, 

. and even Sifffedi himfelf, to his refentment. — 
Reafon, however, by degrees, allay'd the vio- 
lence of his tranfports : but the impoAibtlicy 
he perceived of banifhing from Blanch the ,- 
imprcffioris fhe reSaifted of his infidelity, threw 
him again into dripair. — He flattered himfelf 
with the hopes of effacing them, provided he 
could converfe'with her at liberty; for which 
parpofe, judging it neceffary to remove the 
conftable, he refolved to have him apprehend- 
ed, as a perfon fufpcifted of defigns agamft the 
ftatc. He accordingly charged mth this of- 
fice the captain of his guards, who, repair- 
ing to Belmont, frcured his perfon in the 
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twili^t, and brought him priToncr to the 
caftle of Palermo. 

This incident ftlied all Belmont with con- 
ftcmation. Siffredi fet out immediately to 
offer himlclf to the lung, as fecurity for his 
fon-in-kw, and to reprdent the troublcfomc 
confequcnces of fuch an arreft. The prince, 
who expei5led this ftep of his miniftcr, and 
who was refolved, at all events, to obtain a 
free interview with Blanch, before the con- 
ftable thoiild be rcleafcd, had exprefsly order- 
ed that no peribn whatever ihould fpeak with 
him till next day. But Leontio, notwith- 
ftanding this order, finding means to get ac- 
cefs to the king's chamber, prefented himfelf 
before him, faying, *■ Sir, if a loyal and re- _ 
fpcflful fubjedt may be allowed to complain 
of his mafter, 1 am come to complain of you 
to yourfelf^— What crime has my (bn-in-law 
committed ? Has your majefty duly reflefted 
on the eternal reproach you have fixed upon 
my family ; and on the confequcnces of an 
imfffifonment, which may alienate from your 
fervicc the hearts of thofe who fill the moft 
important polls of the realm ?'* '* 1 have cer- 
tain intelligence, (replied the king) that the 
conftable carries on a criminal corrcfpomlence 
with tlie Infant Don Pedro." " Criminalcor- 
rcfpondcnce ! (cried Lconrio, with furprize) 
do not believe it. — Your majefty is impofed 
upon : treafon never entered the family of 
Siffredi •, and the conftable's being my fpn-in- 
law, is enough to fcreen him from ail fuf- 
VoL. II. ■ D , , DJcion. 
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picion, — The conftabie is innocent ; but other 
Iccret views have induced you to arrelt him." 
•' Since you talk to me fo frLcly, (replied 
the king) I will fpeak to you in the fame 
manner. — ^You complain of the ccnftablc's 
being innprifon'd : what! have I not more 
caufe to complain of your cnielty ? 'Tis you, 
barbarous Sifircdi ! who have robbed me of 
my quiet, and reduced me, by your officious 
cares, to a condition that makes me envy the 
loweft of mankind. But don't flatter your- 
felf that I will eoter into your fcheme^: — my 
marriage with Conftance is refolved upon in ^ 
vain." — " How, Sir ! (r-ried Leontio, irenv- 
bling) can you refufc to marry the princcfs, 
after having flattered her with that hope be- 
fore your whole people ?" " If I deceive their 
expectation, (replied the king) afcribc it fole- 
ly to yourfelf Why did you lay me under 
a necefTity of promifing that which I could 
not perform ? Who compelled you to fill a 
paper, which I gave your daughter, with the 
name of Confl:ance ? You was not ignorant 
of my intention. — You tyrannized over tlic 
heart of Blancii, in making her marry a man 
whom flie did not love. But what right had 
you to difpofe of mine, in favour of a prin- 
cefs whom I hate ? — Have you forgot that *hc 
is the daughter of that cruel Mathilda, who, 
trampling under her feet all the ties of blood 
and humanity, made my father breathe his laft, 
under all the rigqurs of captivity ? And fliall 
I efpoufe her ? No, SifFredi ! lay afide that 
hope. 
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■hope. — Before you fee the torch of thefe dire- 
ful nupiiah (ighted, you will fee all Sicily ift 
flames, and its athcs quencKed in blood !" 

" Wliat do I hear ! (cried Leontio) Ah, 
Sir ! what a profpeift have you ihewn me ? 
What terrible threats !— But I am unfeafon- 
ably alarmed, (added he, in another tone) you 
love your fubjeiSs too well, to entail upon 
them fuch mifery. You will not allow your- 
felf to be overcome by love. — You will noc 
tarnifti your virtues with the weakneflcs of 
ordinary men. If I have beftowcd my daugh- 
ter on the conftable, it was done. Sir, with a 
.view of acquiring for your majelly a valiant 
fubjeft, who can fupport with his arm, and 
ihe troops which are at his difpofal, your in- 
tereft againit that of the prince Don Pedro. 
J thought that in attaching him to my fa nily, 
■fay fuch intimate ties — " " Ha! thefe art 
the ties, (cried the prince Hcnriq<ie-/) tliefe 
are the fatal ties that have undone me I Cruel 
friend ! why did you inflict fuch a heavy ftroke 
upon me ? Did I order you to manage my 
■concerns at the expencc of my heart ? Whv 
did you not If^ave me to fupport my rights by 
myfelf ? Did I want courage to reduce thole 
■who (hould rebel ag.iinft me? I fiiould have 
known how to puralh the conftable, had he 
xiifobeyed me. 1 know that kings ought not 
to be tyrants, and that the happineis of their 
people Ihould be their chief aim ; but muft 
tht^ therefore be the Ilaves of their fubjei5ts, 
andj from the moment that heaven ch(Kjfi:s 
D 2 tliem 

D5-,z?tb,C-.OOgiC. 
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them to govern, lofe the right that nature 
grants to-all men, of difpofing their afFcftiona 
as they pleafe ? Ah ! if they miift not eijoy 
the privilege of the lowelt clals of mortals, 
take back, Siffredi, that fovereign power which 
you would confirm at the exptnce of my re- 
pofe." 

*' You know very well, Sir, (replied the 
miniftcr) that your marriage with the ptinccls. 
was, by the late king, made the condition of 
jGiir fucceffion to the crown." — " And what 
right (anfwcred Hetiriqucz) had he to efta- 
blifh that difpofition? Had he received fuch 
an unworthy law, when he fuccefded to his 
brother king Charles ! And how came you to 
be fo.wcak as to -fubmit to the unjuft con- 
dition ? For an high chancellor, methinks, 
you are very ill informed of our cuftoms. In 
a word, tho' 1 have promifed my hand to 
Conftance, it was not a voluntary engage- 
ment, therefore I do not intend to keep my 
wordj and if Den Pedro, from my refufai, 
conceives the hope of mounting my throne, 
^ without engaging the /people in a quarrel, 
■which might coft too much blood, let the 
fword decide, in fingle combat, which of us 
is moft worthy to reign." L,contio, not dar- 
ing to urge him any farther, contented 'h'lm- 
felf with aflfing, on his knees, the" eiirai^fc- 
ment of his ibn-in-Iaw, which he obtained.— 
'* Go, (faid the king to him) return to Bel- 
mont, whither the conftabte will foon follow 
you." The miniftcr went away, and got 
,. , back 
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back to Belmont, perfuaded that his fon-in- 
law would not be long behind him. But in 
this he was miftaken : Henrjqtiez refolvcd to 
ice Blanch that night, and therefore deferred 
the reltfafe of her hufband till next day. 

Mean while the conftable was tortured with 
the moft cruel reficiflions : his iniprifonnicnc 
had open'd his eyes, with regard to the l-uc 
caufe of his misfortune: he therefore aban- 
doned himfelf intirely to his jealoufy ; and 
renouncing the allegiance he had hitherto lb 
commcndably preferved, breathed nothing but 
vengeance. As he concluded that the king 
would not fail of beingwiih Bhnch that night, 
in order to forprize them together, he begged 
the governor of the caftle of Palermo to !ct 
him go our, affuring him that he would re- 
turn to prifon next morning before day. The 
■governor, who was entirely devoted to him, 
conftnted to this the more cafily, as he knew 
that SifFredihad already obtained his liLierty, 
and even furniflied hitn witli a horfe to carry 
him to Belmont ; where the conftable bcinf; 
arrived, he tied his horfe to a tree, entered 
the park by a little door, of which he had 
the key, and was fo lucky as to get into the 
caftle unperccived. He went ftraiglit to the 
apanmrnt of his wife, and concealing him- 
felf in an anti-chambtr behind a fcreen, which 
he found there, propoied to obferve from 
thence all that ftiould pafs, and to appear fud- 
denly inBbrch's chambt-r, at the leaft notfe 
he fhouid hear. — While he was in this fitua- 
D 3 ticn. 
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tion, he faw Nifa come out from her miftrels- 

and retire to the clpfet where ftic lay. 

Siffredi's daughter, who hatUeafily difcern- 

,ed the motive of her hiifband'aimprifonment, 
concluded that he would not return that nighf 
to Belmont, alcho' her father had told her^ 
the king allured him the conftable would iet 
out foon after him. She did not doubt that 
Henriquez would take the advantage of that 
conjuntfture to vifit and converfe with her at - 
liberty \ and in this opinion Ihc waited for the 
prince, in order to reproach him with an ac- 
tion which might have terrible confcquences, 
in regard to her. — Accordingly, in a little 
time after Nifa had withdrawn, the partition 
opened, and the king came and, threw him- 
feif at Blanch's feet, faying, " Madam, do 
not condemn before you have given me the 
hcarifrg : If I have ordered the conftable to 
be imprirGn.ed, cc-nfidcr that it was the only 
means I had left to juftify myfelf j therefore 
impute that artifice to yoarielf alone. Why 
did you, this mornings rcfufe to hear me ? 
Alas ! to morrow your hulband will be en- 
larged, and I fball never have an opportunity 

_ of fpeaking to you again. ,He;tr., me, .tben,. 
for liiis la'il time : if the lofs of you. ^mkes 
me the moft forlorn of mankind, at le»ft grapt 
me the melancholy confolation of convincing 
you, that my inlidclit-y is not the caufeot" my 
misfortune \ for tho' I confirmed to Conllance 
the offer of my hand, it was what I could 
not dilbeofe with, dobg* in the fituation to 
>ihich 



G I L R L A S. 55 

which your father had reduced me. — There 
was a necefiity for my deceiving the princefs, 
for your intercft as well as my own, in order 
to fecure to you the crown as well as the pcr- 
ibn of your lover. This I flattered myfclf 
with accomplifhing, and had already taken 
meafures to break that fatal engagement; buc 
■you have dcftroyed my plan, and, by giving 
yourfelf away too inconfiderately, laid up a 
fund of eternal forrow for two liearts, which 
might have been rendered happy by the moft 
inviolablc'love !" 

He ended this complaint with fiich vifible 
marks of real dcfpair, that Blanch was touch- 
ed wi;li his condition, and no longer doubted 
his innocence, which at firfl: gave her fbme; 
joy; but afterwards, flnng with the con(idera- 
tion of her misfortune ; '* Ah, Sir ! (faid (he 
to the prince) after the cruel determination of 
our fate, you increafe my affliftion by letting 
mc know that you were not guilty ! What 
have I done ? Unfortunate that I am ! my re- 
fentment has betrayed me ! I thought myfelf 
abandoned, and in revenge accepted of the 
conftable's hand, which was prefcnted by my 
father ! I am guilty of the crime, and have 
been the caufe of oflr mutual mi0iap ! Alas! 
while I accufed you of having deceived me, 
it was I, too credulous lover I it was I who 
broke thofc bonds which I had fworn to keep 
for ever inviolate ! Revenge yourfelf; Sir, in 
your turn. — Hate the ungrateful Blanch, — 
forget her." "Ah, madam! (faid Henriquez; 
D 4, inter- 
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interrupting her with a melancholy air) how 
fliall 1 find means to tear from my heart 
a pafiion, which even your injuftice cannot 
extinguilh !"— * You muft however, Sir, 
make thai effort •," (replied Siffrcdi's djushter, 
fighing.) " "What ! are you capable of that 
elibrc yourfelf ?" (faid the king,) " I cannot 
promiie to fucceed ; (anfwered Ihe) but I will . 
fpare no pains in the endeavour." " Ah, 
cruel Bianch ! (faid the prince) you willealily 
Ibrget Henriquez, fince you are able to form 
fuch a defign !" " And what can you expeiti 
(replied Ihe, in a more rcfolute tone) Do you 
tlatter yourfelf, that I will allow you to con- 
linue your addrcfies ? No, Sir,- abandon that 
hope. Though I was not born to be a queen, 
heaven never formed me to liften to dilho- 
liourable love. My hufband, as well as you, 
Sir, is defcended from the noble houfc of An- 
jou ; and if my duty did not raife an infur- 
mouiitable obflade to your gallantry, my 
jilory would hinder me from enduring it : I 
conjure you, therefore, to rcjiire. We muft 
tcone another no more." " Heavens ! what 
barbarity ! (replied the king) Ah, Blanch ! 
is ft poQiblc that you fhould treat me with 
fuch rigour ? You do not think then, that 
your being in the arms of the conllable, is 
enough to overwhelm me ? you muft alfo for- 
bid me your fight, the only confolaiion I had 
left! " Fly me, ■ rather, (anl'wered the daugh- 
ter of Siffredi, ihedding fome tears) the fight 
of what one tenderly loves, ceafes to be plea- 
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fing, when the hope of poflclling ic is lofl. 
Adieu, Sir ! Fly from me. You owe that 
efforc to your own glory and my repuratior. 
I a(k it alfb, for my quiet : for, in fliort, al- 
though my virtue fliould not be alarmed by 
the emotions of my heart, the remembrance 
of your tendcrnefs will entail upon me fuch ■ 
cruel confliits, that I fliall fcarce have ftrength 
enough to nuintain them." 

She pronounced thele words fo paflionately, 
that fhe unwittingly overturned a candlcllick 
which flood on a ubie behind her i and the 
candle going ouc in failing, Jhe took it up in 
order to light it again, for which purpofe, fhe 
opened the door of the antichambcr,' and 
went to the clofet of Nifa, who was not yet 
gone to bed. The king, who waited for her 
return, no Iboner faw her approach with the 
light, than he made preRing inflances to her, 
that Ihe would fuffer his attachment. The 
conftable hearing the prince's voice, rufhed , 
into the chamber fword In hand, alm'oft at 
the fame time that his wife entered, and ad- 
vancing towards Hcnriquez with all the re-, 
fentmentthat his r;^e infpired, ** This is too 
piuch, tyrant ! (cried he) don't think that I 
am fo bafe as toendute the alfix)nt thou haft 
done my honour," " Tnutor, (repliedthe king» 
putting himfelf in a pofture of defence) don't 
imagine that thou art able to execute thy de- 
figns with impunity.'* With thefe words they 
began a combat which was too furious to la^ 
long : the conftable fearing that Siffrcdi and 
D 5 hi* 
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his fervants," alarmed at the cries of Blanch,- 
would foon come and oppofe his vengeancCy 
fought without c-aution. His rage diverted 
him of all judgment ; he tcok his nieafures fo 
ill, that he run upon his adverfary's fword, 
which entered his body to the hilt, and the 
iDoment he fell, the king eheckc'l his indig- 
nation. 

Leontio's daughter, touched with the con* 
dition in which ftie faw her hurtiand, and fur- 
mounting the natural reluftance flie had for 
him, threw herfelf-on the floor, andfupport- 
cd him with the moft eager concern. But that 
unhappy fpoufe was too much prepolTeffcd 
againft her, to be affcfted with thefe expref- 
fions of her grief and compaflion. Death, 
whofe. approaches he felt, could not fupprefe 
the tranfpons of his jealoiify ; he faw nothing 
in his !aft moments, but the happinefs of his . 
rival, and the idea appeared fo horrid, that 
recoUcftina all the ftrength he had left, he 
lifted the fword which was ftill in his hand, 
and plunged it in thebreaftof Blanch. "Die, 
(laid he, while he ftabbed her) die, unfaithful 
woman, fince the tics of marriage have been 
too weak to preferve that faith which yoa 
fwore to me at the altar t And thou, Hcnri- 
quez, (added he) boaft not of thy fate. Thou 
canft not enjoy my misfortune, and therefore 
I die fatisfied." Having fpoke thus, he ex- 
pired, and his countenance, covered as it was ■ 
with the Ihades of death, ftill retained fome- 
thing fierce and terrible. That of Blanch 
3 P«^ 
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prefented quite a different fpeiaacle. Theblow 
Ihe received was mortal ; fiie fell upon the bo- 
dy of her dying, fpoufc, and the blood of this 
innocent viftim was mixed with that of-her 
murderer, who had executed his cruel refolu- 
ticn fo fuddenly, that the king had not time 
to prevenf its efFefts. 

The unfortunate prince feeing Blanch fall, 
uttered a loud cry, and more confounded than 
(lie with the blow that robbed her of life, ha- 
ftened to give her the fame fuccour that Ifae 
had offered to the conftable. But fhe faid. 
With a faultering voice, '* Sir, you may fparc 
yourfelf the trouble. I am the viftim which 
unpitying fate demands : may it appeale the 
wrath of heaven, and fecure the happinels of 
your reign !" As Ihe pronounced ihefe words, 
Leoniio, brought thither by heretics, entcreti 
the chamber, and ftruck with the objeifts that 
prefented themfelves to his eyes, became mo- 
tionlcfs where he ftood ; while Blanch, without 
perceiving him, continuing to fpeak to the 
king, faid, " Adieu, prince, cherifli my me- 
mory. My love and misfortunes claim that 
favour. Entertain no refentment againf): my 
father. Comfort his age and forrow, and do 
juftice to his zeal. Above all, make my in- 
nocence known. This is what I recommend 
to you more than any thing. Adieu, my 
dear Henriquez. — I die — receive my lalt 
breath." 

So faying, fhe expired ; and the king haw- 
tne kept a melancholy filence for fomc time. 
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feid to SifTredi, who was overwhelmed with 
woe» " Echold, Lcontio, contemplate your 
own work, and in this tragical event, con- , 
fider the fruit of your officious care and zeal 
for me!" — The old man was fo penetrated 
with forrow, that he made no reply — but why 
ihould I pretend to defcribe thofc thyigs which 
no language can cxpreis ? Let it fuffice to fay, 
that both uttered the moft moving complaints, 
as foon as the greatnefs of their afflifUon al- 
lowed ihem the ufc of (jpeech. The king all 
his life prefcrved themoft tender remembrance 
cf his miftrefs, and could never be prevailed 
.upon to marry Conftancc, who being joined 
hy the Infant Don Pedro, they fpared nothirg 
to iVail.themfclves of Roger's laft will : but 
they were at lail obliged to yield to prince 
Hcrriquez, who fubdued all his enemies. As 
ibr Siffredi, the grief he felt for having been 
the cauJe of fo many misfortunes, detached 
him from the world, and rendered his native 
country infupportable to him : he therefore 
abandoned Sicily, and crofling over into Spain, 
with Ponia, the only child he had left, pur- 
chafed this caftle, where he lived near fifteen 
years after Blanch's death, and had the com- 
fort before he died, of feeing Portia fettled : 
ihe married Don Jerome de Silva, and I am 
the only fruit of that marriage. This (added 
the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares) is the 
hiftory of. my family, and a faithful account 
of the misfortunes reprcfented in .that pifture, 
Mhich my grandfatlicr, Lcontio, ordered to 
be 



G I L B L A S. 61 

be drawn as z monument of the fatal adven- 
ture to his pofteritjr. 

C H A P. V. 

The behaviour ef Aurora de Gufman, at Sa- 
lamanca. 

ORTIZ, her companions, and I, havin]^ 
heard this relation, withdrew, and left 
Aurora and Elvira in the hall, where they 
foent the reft of the day in conver&tion. Far 
irom being tired with one another, next day 
when we let out, they were as much afFefted at 
parting, as two friends who have long lived 
agreeably together. 

At laft we arrived (without meeting any bad 
accident) at Salamanca*, where we immedi- 
ately took a houfe ready fumifhed, and Dame 
Ortiz, as we had concerted it, aflumcd the 
name of Donna Kimena de Gufman. She had 
been too long a duenna not to be a cood ac- 
treft i accordingly, going out one morning 
with Aurora, a wvting-maid, and valet^ fhe 
repaired to a houle where lodgings were ler, 
and wl>ere we underftood, Pacheco ufually liv- 
ed. Having aflced if t?iey had an apartment 
to be let, they anfwered in the affirmative, and 
(hewed her into one pretty handlbmely furf 
niftied, which fhe hired immediately, giving 
earneft to the landlady, and telling her, that 
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it was defigned for c«ie of her nephews who 
was coming from Toledo, to ftudy at Sala^ 
mai}ca, and would arrive that very day. 

The duenna and my miftrefs having fecured 
this lodging, went home again, and the fair 
Aurora, without lofing time, transformed her- 
fclf into a cavalier ; covering her black hair 
with a light-coloured tour, painting her eye- 
brows of the fame complexion, and adjufting 
herfelf in fuch a manner as that ftie might ve- 
ry well pafs for a young nobkman. Her car- 
riage was free and eaTy» and excepting her 
face, which was a little too handfome for a 
man, nothing could pofTibly betray her dtC- 
guife : her maid, who was to fcrve in quality; 
of page, took the dreis alfo, and we were un- 
der no apprehcnfion of her ill afiing^ for flie 
had a good modeft affurance in her air, which 
was very well adapted for the part Ihe was to 
play. In the afternoon, thefe two aftrefles 
being in a condition to appear on the ftagt, 
that is, in the lodging which had been taken, 
I accompanied them thither in a coach, with 
all the baggage we Ihould have occafion for. 

The landlady, whofe name was Bernarda 
Ramirez, received us with great civility, and 
coridu6led ustoour apartment, where we began 
to enter into convcrfacion, and agreed w,ith 
her for our board by the month. Then afking- 
if fhe had a good many boarders, flie replied, 
** I have none at prefcnt. I might have abun- 
dance, if I would take all forts of people ; but 
I receive none but young noblemen ; and I ex- 
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peA one this evening, who comes from Ma- 
drid to finifh his ftudies. His name is Don 
Lewis de PachecO; perhaps you may have 
heard of him." " No, (iaid Aurora) I know 
nothing erf him, and you will oblige me by 
letting me know what fort of a man he is, 
fince I am -to lodge in the fame houfe with 
him." " Sir, (anfwered the landlady, look- 
mg at the fahe cavalier) he is quite a fine 
figure, and pretty much of your own make. 
Ah ! how happy you will be in one another f 
By St. Jago, i may boaft of having at my 
hoofc two of the moft handfome noblemen in 
Spain." '• This Don Lewis (replied my mi- 
ftrefs,) has doubtlefs a thoufand love-iritrigucs 
in Salamanca ?" " Yes, I'll aflure you, (faid 
the old woman) he is a brilk gallant, upon my 
Word. He has no more to do, butftewhim- 
fclf and conquer; and among others, he has 
quite captivated a lady of youth and beauty, 
whofe name is Ifabella, an old lawyer's daugh- 
ter, who is fond crf'him to diftraftion." « And 
tell me, good mother, (cried Aurora, inter- 
rupting her with precipitation) is he as much 
in love with her ?" ** He was, (replied Ber- 
narda Ramirez) before his departure for Ma- 
drid J but I know not if he retains his pafllon 
for her (till ; for in ihefe points he is not much 
to be depended upon ; but (kips from woman 
to woman, as all young gentlemen ufually 
. do." 

The good widow had fcarce done fpeaking, 

»hen hearing a noife in the ccnirt-yard, we 

looked 
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looked through the window, and perceived 
two men alighting from their hories : thefc 
were no other than Don Lewis de Pacheco , 
himfelf, juft arrived from Madrid, with his 
v-alet de chambre. Upon which the old wo- 
man left us, in order to receive him, and my 
miftrels prepared herfelf (not without emo- 
tion) to play the part of Don FeKx. Don 
Lewis, in a (hort time, entered our apartment 
in his boots, and falutcd Atirora, faying, 
•' Underftandiiig that a young nobleman of 
Toledo is a lodger here, I beg leave to exprefs 
my joy in having him for a compamon," 
While my midrefs returned this compliment, 
Pacheco feemed furprifed to fee fuch an amia- 
ble cavalier ; and could not help telling her, 
that he had never before beheld any man fo 
handfome and genteelly made. A great many 
civilities paflTed on both fides, after which 
Don Lewis retired 'to the apartment allotted 
fjr him. 

While he was ihifting and drefling, a fort 
of page who wanted to deliver a letter to him, 
meeting Aurora on the ftair-eafe by accident, 
miftook her for Don Lewisj and giving her 
the billet, faid, " Signior cavalier, though I 
have never before feen Signior Pacheco, I be- 
lieve I need not afk if you are he ■, being per- 
fuaded that I am not miftaken ?" " No, friend, 
(replied my miftrefs, with admirable prefence 
of mind) you are aflliredly not miftaken, and 
you acquit yonrfelf of your commiffion furpri- . 
fingly well I am Don Lewis de Pacheco i yoa 
may 
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may return ■, and I will uke care to fend an 
anfwer very foon. The Page difappearing, 
Aurora fhut hcrfelf up with her maid and 
me, and opening the ktrer, read thefe words. — . 

" TT 7 ITHwhat joy did I receive the news 
" VV ^^ your arrival at Salamanca ! My 
** iranfport had well nigh got the better of 
" my reafon ! — But is Ifabella ftili dear to 
'* you ? Make hafte, and aflure her in perfon 
*' of your conitancy : though Ihe will fcarce 
*' be able to fupport the pleafure of finding 
" you unchanged I" 

*' This billet, (faid Aurora) proclaims the 
violence of the author's paflion } and the lady 
is a rival not to be contemned. I muft fpare 
nothing to detach Don Lewis from her, »od 
even to hinder him from feeing her : the un- 
dertaking, I own, is diSkult ; but neverthe- 
lefs, I don't defpair of fuccefs." Accordingly 
my miftrcfs having mufed a minute or two, 
added, " I'll eng^e there Oiall be a breach 
between them in ids than four and twenty 
hours." Pacheco having taken a litde repofe 
in his own apartment, returned to ours, and 
renewed his converfation wich Aurora, before 
fupper. *' Signjor cavalier, {faid he to her, 
with an air of pleafantry) 1 believe the huf- 
bands and lovers will have no caufe to rejoice 
at your arrival in Salan:ianca ; but rather have 
reafon to be uneafy : as for my own part, I 
tremble for my conqiiefts." *' Harkee, (an- 
i.,,.H»fwcred 
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fwereimy miftrdsj in the fame tone) your 
fear is not ill grounded : Don Felix de Men- 
doza is a formidable man, I affure you. I 
have been in this country before, and know 
that the women here are not infenfib'e : abouf 
a month ago, in my way through this city, I 
ftopt here eight days, and I Will tell you in- 
confidence, that I inflamed an old lawyer's, 
daughter. 

1 perceived Don Lewis difordered at thefe 
words. " May one, wiihout being thought 
impertinent, ^faid he) afk the lady's name ?" 
" How! without being thought impertinent r 
(cried the pretended Don Felix) why fhould I 
ftijke a myftery of it: to you ? D'ye think me 
more referved than othernoblemcnof myage ?■ 
You muft not do me fuch injuftice. Befides, 
between you and me, the object does not de- 
ferve fuch delicacy. She's only a -pitiful citi- 
sen i and a man of quality, you know, is ne- -, 
ver ferioufty engroffed by fuch Abigails i but 
thinks he does them an -hcMiour in debauching 
them. I will therefore, without ceremony, 
acquaint you with the name of the lawyer's 
daughter, which is, Ifabella." " And the 
lawyer, (cried Pacheco, interrupting her with 
impatience) is not he called Signior Murcia de 
la Lianna ?" " The very fame (replied my mi- 
ftrefs) here is a letter which I received from 
her juft now. You may read it, and fee whe- 
ther or not the lady has ■ a kindnefs for me." 
Don Lewis cafting his eyes over the billet^ 
knew the hand^ and was ftruck dumb with* 
confu- 
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<onfu(ion. *'^ What is the matter ? (added 
^Aurora, with an ^r of aftonilhment) you 
change colour ! I believe, ^Godforgiveme!) 
that you have fome concern in this lady. Ah ! 
how vexed am I for having fpoke of her fo 
freely !" 

" I think myfeJf obliged to you for your 
information, (faid Don Lewis, in a tranfport 
of anger and difdain) Perfidious, fickle crea- 
ture ! Don Felix, I am bound to you for ever. 
You have extricated me out of an error, in 
which I might have remained a long time, t 
thought myfelf beloved. Beloved, did I fay ? 
,1 believed myfelf adored by that Ifabella. I 
had, indeed, fome regard for the creature » 
but now I ice flic is a coquet who dcferves no- 
thing but contempt." " I applaud yourre- 
fentment, (faid Aurora, feigning indignation 
in her turn) a lawyer's daughter ought td. 
think herfclf very happy in having filch, an- 
accompiifhed nobleman as you for her lover. 
Her incoftftancy is inexcufable ; andfarfrorti 
•accepting the facrifice (Ke makes of you^ I in- 
tend to punilh her by flighting-her favours:'*' 
" For my part, (replied Pacheco) the only- 
TCngeance that I fhall take, is never to fee her- 
again." " You are in the right (cried the falfe 
Mendoza-,} nevcrthclefs, that flie may know 
how much we both defpifc her, 1 think each' 
of us fliould write to her an infulcing letter,, 
which I will inclofe in one paper, and fend as 
anfwer to this her billet. But before we pro*- ' 
ceed to this extremity, confult yonr heart. 
Perhaps^ 
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Perhaps, yon will, one day, repent of having 
broke with Ifabella." " No;" no, (faid Don 
Lewis) 1 (h^ll never be' fo weak ; and in the 
mean time, confent to ntortify ^he ungrateful 
creature, as you have propofed." 

I was accordingly. Cent for paper, pen and 
ink, and both of them fet about compofing 
very obliging letters for the daughter of doc- 
tor Murcia de Lianna. Pacheco, in particu- 
lar, could not find tcrniS ftrong enough to 
exprefs his fenttfinents, and tore five or fix 
fialf-finifhed billets, becaufc he thought they 
were not fulEcicntly fevere. One, Iwwever, 
he was fatisfied with at laft; and no doubt he 
had reafon fo to be ; for it contained thefc 
words : *' Learn to kijow yourfclf, my prin- 
" cefs, and be no longer fo vain as to believe 
** that I love you. If I . be captivated^ k 
" muft'be with other kind of merit than 
" yours, which is fcarce fufficient to amufe 
" mefor a few moments; and only calculated 
" for diverting the meaneft fcholars of the 
*' unvvcrfity."— This courteous letter being 
■written, and Aurora having finifhed her's, 
which was not a whit milder i fhe fealed them 
both, and inclofing them together, gave me 
the pacquet, faying, "There, Gil Bias, be 
fure to deliver this to Ifabella, this evening. — 
You underftand mc ? (added Ihe, tipping me 
the wink) the meaning of which I could eafi- 
iy comprehend." " Yes, Sir, fanfwered 1) 
the thing fcall be done to your wifli." 

At 
D.5-,z,t.b,Googic ■ 
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At the feme time, I went out, and- being 
in the ftreet, laid tb myfdf, "Oho! Gil Bias, 
then it Jeems, you jiUy the valet in this farce. 
Wey, friend, ihew tliat you have wit enough 
to perform iuch a fine part. Signior Don 
Felix, (as you fee) depends fo much on your 
underllanding, that he concents himfelf with 
giving you a fign only.' Is he to blame for 
that ? No. I conceive his meaning : he de- 
fires that I Ihould deliver the billet of Don 
Lewis only. That is the interpretation of 
the lign, than which nothing could be more 
intelligible. I did not hefitate in opening the 
pacquet, from which I took Pacheco's letter, 
and carried it to the houfe of dtxftor Murcia, 
having loon informed myfelf whereabouts he 
lived. Finding the Httle page who had been 
at our lodgings, at the door ; Brother, (faid 
1) don't you fervc-the daughter of Mr. Doc- 
tor Murcia ? When he anfwered in the affir- 
mative, *' You have fuch an obliging phyfi- 
ognomy, ( 1 replied) that I take the liberty to 
defire you will deliver a love-letter to your 
-miftrels." 

The page afked from whom I brought it i 
and I no fooner told him that it came from 
Don Lewis de Pacheco, than he faid, " Since 
it is fo, follow me, 1 have orders to bring you 
in. Ifabella wants to talk with you." I al- 
. lowed myfelf, therefore, to be introduced in- 
to a clofet, where I did not ftay long before 
the lady appeared ; and I was ftruck with the 
beauty of her face, having never beheld more 
r I ^^ 
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delicate features. Her air was affcfted and 
childifti ; but for all that, Ihe had walked widi- 
out leading firings, fur thirty good years at leafl. 
*' Friend, "(faid fhe to me, with a fmiling air) 
do you belong to Don LeT.vis de Pacheco ?" 
I anlwered, that I had befn his valet de cham- 
bre thefe three weeks.-, and then delivered the 
■ fatalletter, >vhich Ihejt-ad over twice or thrice, 
and ieemed to diftruft the evidence of her 
own fenfes' It is very certain, ihe cxpefted 
nothing Icfs than fuch an anfwer. She lifted 
up her eyes towards heaven, bit her tips, and 
for fome tin>e difcovered by her countenance., 
the pangs which her "heart endured. Then 
all of a hidden, addirffing hcrltlf to me, 
■** Friend, (faid (he,) is Don Lewis run mad ? 
Tell me, if you know, why he writes to nic 
in this gallant ftile. What daemon pc^efies 
him ? If he had a mind to break with me, 
■could he not have done it without affronting 
me with fuch abufive letters r" 

" Madam, (faid I) my ipafter is certainly 
to blame j but he was in fome meahire forced 
to it. If you will promife to keep the fecret, 
1 will difcover the whole myftery." " I do 
promife 1 (faid (he, interrupting me with pre- 
cipitadon) don't be afraid of my expofirig 
you, but freely explain youi-felf," "Weil, 
then, (i refumed) this is, briefly, the affUir. 
Immediately after he had received your letter, 
a lady, covered with a very thick veil, came 
to our lodging, and aiking for Signior de Pa- 
<diccQ, fpokc with him in private a good 
while 1 
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while i and towards the clofe of the converfa- 
tion, I overheard her fay to him, " You 
iwear to me that you will never fee her again : 
but that is not ail — You muft aifo, for my 
fjtisfaftion, this inftant, write to her a billet- 
which 1 will didate, and this ! exaft of you." 
Don Lewis did as fhe deQrcd, then putting 
the letter into my hand, " Enquire, (faid he) 
where ■ Dodtor Murcia de Lianna lives, and 
convey, with addrefs, this paper to his daugh- 
ter IfabelJa." 

So that you fee. Madam, (added I) this 
difobliging letter is the work of a rival, and 
-confequentiy, my mailer is not fo much to 
blame. " O heaven ! (cried flic) he is more 
ib than I imagined ! His iiiBJelity injures me 
more than the fpiteful words which his hand 
wrote. Ah ! the perfidious wretch ! he has 
entered into other engagements. — But (add- 
ed flic, afluming a lofty air) let him abandon 
himfelf to his new fiame without conilraint. 
I don't intend to thwart him. Tell him, diat 
he had no occafion to infult me, in order to 
niake me leave the field free to my rival ; and 
■ that I defpife fqch a fickle lover too much, to 
have the leafl: defirc of recalUng him." So 
faying, (he difmiffed me, and retired very 
much irritated againft Don Lewis ; while I 
went away very well lacisfied with myfelf, and 
{wrfuaded that if I ftiould fet up for a geniuis, 

I Ihould foon become a moD: dextrous cheat 

I returned to ourlodgings, where I found Men- 
doza and Pacheco at uipper, converftng to- 
gether 

D.5-,z,t.b,GOOgiC 
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gciher as if they had been old acquaintance. 
Aurora, perceiving by nty che&rful counte- 
nance, that I had not acquitted mylelf ill of 
my commilTion -, " So, thou art returned, 
Gil Bias, (faid (he) give us an account of thy 
meflage." Being obliged to truft to my own 
BnelTe again, I told them that I had delivered 
the pacquct with my own hand •, and that 
Ifabella, after having read the twobdlet-doujc 
which it contained, inftcad of fteming dif- 
concerted, fell a laughing like one who had 
loft her fenfes ; faying, " Upon my confci- 
ence, young noblemen have an admirable ftile ! 
It muft be owned, that other people don't 
write half fo agreeably." " A fine way of dif- 
cmbarrafring herfelf ! (cried my tniftrefs) flic 
muft certainly be a finidied coquet." " As 
for me, (faid Don Lewis) I fliould never know 
Ifabella by fuch behaviour : (he muft have en- 
•tirely changed her character during my ab- 
fence. I could not have thought her fuch a 
perfon, indeed, (replied Aurora) but we muft 
allow that there are women who can aOume a 
great many different ftiapes : 1 was once in 
]ove with one of thcfe, who made me her 
dupe a long time : Gil Bias, you can tell that 
iiie had an air of virtue, which might have 
deceived the whole world," " Yes, truly, 
(faid I, mingling in the converfation) flie had 
a look that would have decoyed the moft wa- 
ry. I, myfelf, might have been trapanned 
by it.''* ' 

The 

D.5™t.b,Google 
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The pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burfl: 
into a loud laugh, on hearing mc talk thus : 
one, becaufe I bore witnefs againft an imagi- 
nary lady ; and the other, on account of the 
expreffion I lud ufed. .We continued dif- 
courfing of women who have tlic art of dif- 
fcmbling ; and the refult of our converfation 
was, that Ifabella was accufed in due form, 
and conviifted of being an arrant jilt. 

Doii) Lewis protefted anew, that he would 
never fee her, and Don Felix, by his example, 
fwore he would always have the moft perteft 
contempt for her. ' After thcfe proteftations, 
they profefled a mutual friendfliip, and pro- 
mifed to conceal nothing from one another. 
Supper being over, they proceeded to com- 
pliinents ; and at kft, parted to go to bed, 
each in his own apartment. I tbllowed Au- 
rora to her's, where I gave an exadt account 
of the converfation- 1 had with the doftor's 
daughter j not forgetting the leaft circum- 
ftance. 1 thought flie would have embraced 
me in the tranfport of her joy. " Dear Gil 
Bias, (faid Ihe) I am charmed with thy un- 
derftanding ! When one is fo unfortunate as 
to be engaged in a paffion which t;ompeIs uj 
to have recourfc to ftratagems ; it is a great 
advantage to have in our interefts, fuch a fen- 
fible young fellow as thee. Courage, my 
friend ; we have removed a rival who might 
have given us a world of trouble. This is 
no bad prognoftic : but as lovers are fubjcft 
to ftrange relapfes, I think wc muft make a 

Vol.. II. E ,,_.,Co?ff?B 
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fhong puflii at;d bring Aurora de Gufman on 
the ftage to-morrow. I approved of the 
fcheme, and leaving Signior Don Felix with 
his page, retired to bed. 

■ C H A P. VI. 

The Jiratagems praSiifsd by jiwora^ to capiivdte 

Don Lewis de Pacbuo. 

TH E two new friends meeting next morn- 
ing, began theday withembraces, which 
Aurora was obliged to give and receive, in 
order to a£l: the part of Don Felix. They 
' went out to walk, and 1 accompanied them 
with Chilindron, the valet of Don Lewis ■, 
when Hopping at the univerfity, to look at 
the titles of books that were padcd on the 
gate, which a good many people amufed them- 
lelves in reading! I perceived a little man 
among them, who gave his opinion of all the 
diiferent works that were fo publilhed. I ob- 
ferved that he was heard with gieat attention, 
which I fancied at the iame time, he believed 
was no more than his due : for he ■ feemed 
vain and pofitive, as little men commonly are. 
*' That new tranflation of Horace, (faid he) 
which you fee advertifed in fuch large cha- 
raAers, is a work in profe, compofcd by an 
old college-author ; — a book in great eflecm 
among the ftudents, who have already con- 
fumed four editions of it : and yet there is 
not one man of tafte who has purchafed fo 
much as a fingle copy." His judgment was, 
not 
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not a whit more favourable for the othef 
books, which he ridiculed without exception ; 
fu thatj in all likelihood, he was an author 
himfelf. I fliould not have been tired of hear- 
ing him to an end ; but was obliged to follow 
Don Lewis and Don Felix, who being as 
little pleafcd with his difcourfe, as interefted 
in the books which he cenfured, left him to 
the enjoyment of his own criticifm. 

We came home at dinner-time, and my 
nniftrefs fitting down at table, with Pacheco, 
artfully turned the converfatton on her own 
family. " My father (faid (he) is a cadet of 
the houfe of Mendoza, and fettled at Toledo ; 
my moiher is filter to Donna Kimena de .Guf- , 
man, who came to Salamanca fc»ne days' ago, 
on an affair of importance, with her niece 
Aurora, the only daughter of Don Vincent 
de Gufman, whom, perhaps, you know." 
*' No, (replied Don Lewis) but I have often 
heard of him, as well as -of your cguGn Au- 
rora. Am I to believe what is reported of 
her ? I. have been aflured that nothing equals 
her underftanding but her beauty." " As for 
underltanding (refuraed Don Felix) the has a 
pretty good (hare, and that well cultivated : 
but I don't think her fo very handfome. Peo- 
l^e,fay that (he aod I very much refemble one 
Anotijer." " If that be the cafe, (cried Pa- 
checo) (he deferves the reputation (he has 
got: your features are regular; your coulin 
muR be quite enchanting. I wifli I had an 
oppomuiity of feeing and converfing with 
E 4 o,...,Goo^iic^«-" 
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her." '* I undertake to fatisfy your curiofity, 
(replied che pretended Mendoza) add will car- 
ry you to my annl'sL houfe this very after- 
noon." My miftrcfs, ali of a fudden, changed 
the difcourfe, and talked on indifferent fub- 
jetfts.— After dinner, while they were prepar- 
ing to go and vifit Donna Kimena, I was te- 
forehand with them, and ran to advertife the 
duenna, that (lie might be ready to receive 
them 1 then returning inftantly, accompanied 
Don Felix, who condufted Don Lewis to the 
houfe of his aunt. But they had fcarce en- 
tered the houfe, when they met Dame Kime- 
na, who dcGred them, by a fign, to make no 
noife. " Hulh, hnfh, (laid Ihe, wlih a low 
voice) you will wake my niece, who has been 
tormented fince yellerday, with a terrible hcad- 
ach, which has juft left her, and the poor 
child has been afleep about a quarter of an 
hour." " I am forry for this difappointmenr, 
(faid Mendoza;) I was in good hopes of fee- 
ing my coufin, and had promifed that plea- 
fure to my friend Pacheco." *• The affair is 
not very urgent,' (replied Ortiz, fmiling) you 
may defer it'till to-morrow." The cavaliers 
converfed a little while with the old gentle- 
woman, and then retired., 

Don Lewis carried us to the houfe of one 
of his friends, a gentleman, whofe name was 
Don Gabriel de Fedros, with whom we fpent 
the reft of the day, fupped, and did not think 
of coming home till two o'clock in the morn- 
ing. ■ We had got about half way, when wc 
D5-,.-..i„Goo«flHim- 
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ftumbled over two men lying ftretched upon , 
the ground. Thinking they were unfortu- 
nate people who had been aflafiinated, we 
ftopt to give them afliftance, provided it was 
not too lace ; and as we endeavoured to in- 
form ourfelVes of their condition, as well as 
the darknefs of the night would allow, the 
pairole came up ; and the commander taking 
us at firftfor the murderers, ordered his men 
to furround us j but he conceived a more fa- 
vourable opinion of our morals, when he heard 
us fpeak, and, by the help of "a dark Ian-- 
thorn, faw the faces of Mendoza and Pache- 
co. His foldiers being ordered to examine 
the condition of the two men, who we fan- 
cied had been Qain, found that it was a fat 
licentiate, with his man, both in liquor, or 
rather dead drunk. " Gentlemen, (cried one 
of the guard) I know this Epicure, it is Sig- 
nior the licentiate Guyomar, reJtor of one 
univerfity: notwithftanding the pickle yoii 
fee him in now, he is a great man, a wonder- 
ful genius ! There is not a philofopher in Sa- 
lamanca whom he cannot confute in an argu- 
ment. He has an unparalleled flow of words : 
'tis pity that he is a little addifted to law-fuits, 
the bottle, and a wench. He was, no doubt, 
on his return from fupping with his Ifabella,, 
where unluckily his man getting as drunk as 
himfclf, they have both tumbled into the ken- 
nel. Before the good licentiate was rector, 
this misfortune frequently happened to him : 
and you fee, honours don't ^ways change the 
. E 3 : man." 
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man." We left thofe drunkards in the hands 
ot' the patrole, who undertook to carry them 
home, and returning to our lodgings, every 
one went to reft. 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up about 
noon, Aurora was the firft fubjeit of their 
difcourfe. " Gil BlaS, (faid my miftrefs to 
me) go to my aunt Donna Ktmena,- and a(k 
if Signior Pacheco and I can have the pleafure 
©f feeing my coufin to-day." I went out to 
acquit myfelf of this commiffion, or rather,- 
to concert with the Duenna what was to be 
done : and when we had tak.cn our hieafures, 
I returned to the falfc Mendoza, faying, " Sig- 
nior, your coi^n Aurora ia fwrprifingly well, 
And charged me to aflure you from her, that 
your vifjc will be very agreeable ; and Donna ■ 
Kimena bid me aHure Signior Picheco that he 
(hall always be welcome at her houfe, on your 
account." 

I perceived that Doa Lewis was mightily 
pleafed with thefe laft words : my miftreis ob- 
lerved the fame, and drew a happy prefegc 
. from her remark. Immediately before din- 
ner, Signiora Kimena's valet appeared, and 
faid to Don Felix, " Signior, £ man from 
Toledo has been enquiring for you at your 
aunt's houfe, and left this nbte." The pre- 
tended Mendoza opened it, and read aloud 
thefe words : " If you are defirous of hearing 
" news cf your father, and of being made 
■" acquainted with other things of confcquence 
** ta you, fail not, on- receipt of this, to re- 
. «j3air 
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'■'- pairtothe Black Horfenear the univerfity." 
** — I am, (faid he) too curious to hear thcfe 
things of confequence, not to (atisfy my de- 
fire inftantlf. "Without taking leave of you» 
Pacheco, (added he) if I don't return in two 
hours, you may go by yourfeif to my aunt's, 
and I "will come to you there, after dinner. 
You know what Gil Bias has told you froto 
Donna Kimcna, and you have a right to make 
the vifit. So faying, he went out, and or- 
dered me to follow him. 

You may eafily guefs, that inftead of going 
to the Black-Horfe, we took the road to the 
houie wlicre Ortiz lived, where, as foonas we 
arrived, Aurora took off her fair-coloured 
tour, wafticd and rubbed her eye-brows, dref- 
fed herlelf like a woman, and became a very 
faandfomc black-eyed lady, as ihe naturally 
was: for her difguifc had changed her io 
much, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared to 
be two difitrent people. She even fcemed a 
great deal tdller, as a woman, than as a man, 
ro which, indeed, her Ihoe-heels that were cx- 
ceflively high, contributed not a little. When 
ihe had improTCd her charms with all the af- 
fiftance that art could beftow, fhc expcfted 
Don Lewis with an agitation compoftd of 
hope and fean Sometimes ftie confided in her 
beauty and wit, and fometimcs was afraid that 
her attempt would be unfuccefeful. Ortiz, on 
the other fide, fummoned all her fineffe to fe- 
cond my miftrefs ; and 1, that Pacheco might 
not fee me in the houfe, like-thofe players who 
E 4 appear 
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pear only in the lafl: a£t, concealed myfelf 
till towards the end of the vifit, by going out 
as foon as I had dined. 

In (horr, every thing was in order when 
Don Lewis arrived. He was received in a 
very agreeable manner, by lady Kimena, and 
enjoyed a converfation with Aurora two or 
three hours long -, at the end of which, I came 
into the room where they were, and addreffing 
myfelf to the cavalier, " Signior, (faid I) my - 
mafter, Don Felix, cannot be here to day : 
but begs you will excufe him, becaule he is 
in company with three men from Toledo, of 
whom he cannot difengage himfelf." " Ah, 
the little rake ! (cried Donna Kimena). he is 
certainly fet in to hard drinking." " No, 
madam, (I replied) they are difcouffuig toge- 
ther of very ferious affairs. He is heartily 
lorry that he cannot wait upon you j and or- 
dered me to make his apology to you and 
Donna Aurora." " O ! I'll have none of his 
apologies ; (faid my miftrefs) he knows I have 
been indifpofed, and ought to ihew a little 
more concern for his relation. In order to 
punifli him for his indifference, he Ihan't fee 
me thefe fifteen days." " Ah madam ! (faid 
Don Lewis) do not form fuch a cruel refolu- 
tion : Don Felix is rather to be pitied for not 
being able to vifit you." 

They diverted themfelves for fome time, 
with this fubje£t, and then Pacheco withdrew. 
The fair Aurora immediately transformed her- 
felf, and refuming the appearance of a cava- 
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lier, returned to the lodgings as foon as flie 
couid. " I afk pardon, my dear friend, {faid 
Ihe to Don Lewis) for failing to meet you at 
-my aunt's, but I could not get rid-of the peo- 
ple in whofe company I was : what confolcs 
me for the difappointment, is, that you have 
at leaft, had leifure to fatisfy your curiofity. 
Well, what do you think of my coufin?" 
" I am enchanted by her! (anfweredPacheco)" 
you had reafon to iay Ihc refembled you. t 
never faw features more alike : the fame turn 
of face, the fame eyes, the fame mouth, and 
tone of voice ! There is, however, fome dif- 
ference between you. Aurora is a little taller 
than you : Ihe is black, and you are fjir. You 
are merry, and fhe is grave. Thefe are what 
diftinguifli.you the one from the other: As 
for underftanding, (added he) Ido not believe 
a celeftial being can have more than your 
coufifi. In ^ word, ihe is a. lady of accom^ 
pliflied merit."' 

SigniorPacheco pronounced thefe laft words 
with fo much vivacity, that Don Felix laid, 
fmiling, " Friend, 1 advift you for the fake 
of your repofe, to go no more to Donna Ki- 
mena's. Aurora de Gufman may make your 
heart ach, and infpire you with a paflion." 
" There is no occafion for another fight of 
her to make me in love, (faid he, intermpt- 
ing him) that is done already." " I am forry 
for it, (replied the pretended Mendoza) for 
you are not one of thofe who can attach them- 
ftlves to one, and my coufin is no Ifabella. 
E 5 ■ o,-,...,Googi^'<:ai\ 
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lean aflure you before-hand, that (he will never 
llften to a lover, except on honourable terms." 
** Honourable terms ! (replied Don Lewis) 
fure no body would offer any other to a young ' 
lady of her birth. -Alas ! 1 Ihould think my- 
felf the happieft of men, if Ihe would'approve 
of my addrefles, and confent to join her deftir 
ny with mine." 

'* Since you talk in that ftile, (faid Don Fe- 
lix) I am interefted in your behalf. Yes, I 
lift myfelf in your fertfice — offer you all my in- 
fluence with Aurora, and will to-morrow bring 
over my aunt, who has a great fway over her." 
Pacheco returned a thoufand chanks to the ca- 
valier who made him fuch fair promifes ; and 
we perceived, with joy, that our ftratagem 
could not fucceed better. Next day, we in- 
creafcd the love of Don Lewis, by a new in- 
vention. Mymiftrefs having been with Donna 
Kimena on pretence to render her favour- 
able to that cavalier, came back and faid. to 
him, " I have fpoke to my aunt, whom with 
much difficulty, I have made your friend. 
She was furioufly prejudiced againft you : for 
fome body or other had made her believe that 
you was a downright libertine : but I under- 
took your defence with eagernefs, and at laft, 
deftroyed the bad impreffion fli'e had received 
of your morals. 

" This is not all, (purfued Aurora) you 

muft talk with my aunt, in my prefence, and 

then we Ihall make fure of her afiiftance." 

Pacheco exptcfled extreme impatieri^^ to dif- 

' tourfe 



G I L B L A S. S3 

courfe with Donna Kimena,'and that fatisfac- 
tion was -granted to him next morning, when 
the falfe Mendoza condufted him to madam 
Ortiz, and they three had a long converfation, 
in wliich Don Lewis (hewed that he had al- 
lowed himfelf to be very much captivated, in 
a, very little time. The artful Kimena feigned 
to be moved with all thetendernefshe cxpref- 
fed, and promiffd her utmoft endeavour to 
engage her niece to marry him. Pacheco im- 
mediately threw himfelf at the feet of fuch a 
kind aunt, and thanked her for her friendlhip : 
whereupon Don Felix afked if his couGn'was 
up. " No, (anfwered the duenna) ftie is ftill 
a-bed, and you cannot fee her at prefent, but 
return this afternoon, and you may converfe 
with her at leifure." This anfwer of madam 
Kimena redoubled (as you may well believe) 
the joy of Don Lewis, who thought die reft 
of the forenoon extremely tedious, and went 
back to his lodgings with Mendoza, who was 
not a little pleafed with obferving in him, all 
■ the marks of genuine love. 

They talked of nothing but Aurora, and 
when they had dined, Don Felix faid to Pa- 
checo, *' There's a thouoht come into my 
head. I am of opinion, tnat I ihould go to 
my aunt's fome minutes before you, and have 
a little chat with my coufin, that I may, if 
poflible, difcover the difpofition of her heart 
towards you.*' Don Lewis approving this 
fcheme, let his friend go before, and did not 
fe.t out till an hour after. So, my miftrefs 
E 6 made 
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made fuch good life of her time, that (he was 
drcfled like a lady, when her lover arrived. 
" I thought (faid the cavalier, after having 
faluted Aurora and the duenna) to have found 
Don Felix here." " You will fee him imme- 
diately, (arifwered Donna Kimena) he is wri- 
ting in my clofet." Upon which, Pacheco 
feemed to fwallow the trick, and entered into 
converfation with the ladies. But notwith- 
ftanding the prefence of the beloved objeft, 
he perceived that the hours ftole away, without 
Mendoza's appearing ; and as he could not 
help leftifying fome furprize at it, Aurora 
changing countenance all of a fudden, began 
to laugh, and faid to Don Lewis, " Is itpof- 
fible that you have no fufpicion of the trick 
which has been played upon yoU ? Do an ar- 
tiBcial light-coloured tour, and painted eye- 
brows, make me fo unlike myfelf, that you 
have been miftaken by them hitherto ? Unde- 
ceive yourfelf then, Pacheco, (continued Ihe, 
refuming an air of gravity) and know that 
Don Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Guf- 
man arc but one and the fame perfon." 

She was not contented with extricating him 
out of this error, but alfo owned her paffion 
for him, and informed him of all the fteps fhe 
had taken towards its fuccefs. Don Lewis, 
no lefs charmed than fu'rprized with what he 
heard, threw himfelf at. her feet, exclaiming 
in a tranrport of joy, " Ah, beautiful Auro^ 
ra !, may 1 then believe myfelf the happy mor- 
tal whom you have favoured fo much ? How 
fhafl 
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fliall I recompenfc your goodnefe, which the 
moft perfedt love can never enough repay ?" 
Thefe words were accompanied with a thou- 
fand more palTionate and tender cxpreflions; 
after which, the two lovers conferred upon the 
meafures that were to be taken towards the ac- 
compliftiment of their mutual defires ; and ic 
was refolved that we fhoiild let out immedi- 
ately for Madrid, and bring our comedy to a 
conclufion by marriage. This delign was no 
fooncr formed than put in execution ; in fif- 
teen days, Don Lewis efpoufcd my miftrcfs, 
and their nuptials gave rife to entertiinments 
and infinite rejoicings. 

CHAP. VII. 

Cil Bias qutls bis place, and goes into tbefervice 

of Don Gonzales de Pache.o. 

THREE weeks after ihis marriage, my 
miftrefs being defirous of recompenfing 
me for the fervice I had done her, made me a - 
prefent of an hundred piftoles, faying, " Gil 
Bias, my friend, far from turning you away, 
I leave it to your choice to ftay with me as 
long as you pleafej but my hulband's uncle, 
Don Gonzales de Pacheco, wants to have you 
for a valet de chambre. I Ipoke to him io ad- 
vantageoufly of you, that he afllired me, I 
would do him a favou'r in parting with you to 
him. He is an old nobleman, (added the) of 
an excellent charaftcr, and you will be quite 
happy in his fervice." 

I I, '.oXjthanked 
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I thanked Aurora for her g'enerofity, and as 
flie had no longer any occafion for me, accept- 
ed the poll to which I was recommended ; the 
more willingly, as I ftiould ftill be in the fa-_ 
mily. One morning, therefore, I went with 
a mcflage from my new married miftrefs, to 
Signtor Don Gonzales, who was fhill a-bed al- 
thoOgh it was near twelve o'clock. When I 
entered his chamber, I found him taking fome 
broth which a page had brought in. The old 
gentleman's whifkers were in papers, his eyes 
almofl; quite extinguifhed, and his face pale 
and meagre. He was one of thole old boys 
who have been great rakes in their youth, and 
are not a whit more fcdate in their old age. 
He received me with great civility, and told 
me that if I would fcrve him with as much . 
zeal as I had manifefted for his niece, I might 
depend upon living happily. I promifed to 
have the fame attachment to him which I had 
for her, and that moment, he engaged me in 
his fcrvice. 

Behold mc then with a new maftcr, and 
heaven knows what fort of a man he was t 
"When he got up, I fancied I faw the refurrec- 
tion of Lazarus. Paine to your own imagi- 
nation, a tall body fo lean and withered, that 
when it was naked an anatomill might have 
taught ofteology upon it, with legs fo fmall 
that they looked like fpindles, after he had 
put on three or four pair of ftockings. This 
living mummy was befides troubled with an 
afthma, and coughed at every word he fpoke. 
ti Having. 
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Having drank chocolate, he called for paper 
and ink, and wrote a letter, which he fealed 
and fent away, according to the direction, bf ' 
the page who had brought the Broth j then 
turning to me, " Friend, (faid he) thou art 
the perfon whom I ihcend henceforth to truft 
with my commilTions, efpecially thofe which 
regard Donna Euphrafia, 3 young lady whom 
1 love, and, who is paffionately fond ofme."- 
*' Good God ! (faid I to myfcif) how can 
young people help believing thenifelves be- 
loved, when tbis old dotard thinks himfelf 
adored !" " Gil Bias, (added he) thou fhait 
go with me this very day to her houfe, where 
I fup almoft every night, and thou wilt be 
charmed with her prudence and reftrve : far 
from refembling thofe filly coquets who can 
relilh nothing but youth, and are won by ap- 
pearances only, fhe has an underftanding al- 
ready mature and judicious, _that confults the ' 
fentiments of a man, and prefers a, lover of 
delicacy and tafte, to one of the moft fhining 
exteriors." Signior Don Gonzales did not here 
finifti the eulogiiim of his miftrefs, whom he 
reprefented as the epitome of" all perfe£tion. 
But he had a hearer not eafily perfuaded. Af- 
ter the conduit of the adtrelTes, which I had 
feen, I did not look upon old nc^lemen as 
people very happy in their anrours. I pre- 
tended, however, out of complaifance, to 
believe all that my mafter faid. I did more, 
I extolled the dlfcernment and tafte of Eu- 
phrafu, and was even impudent enough to 
affirm, . 
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affirm, that (he could not have a more amia- 
ble gallant. 

The good old gentleman did not perceive 
that I had made game of him ; but, on the 
contrary, applauded my good ftnfe. So true it 
is, that a lycophant may run any rifle with 
the great, who fwallow all kinds of flattery, 
let it be ever fo abfurd. The old man having 
■written his letter, pulled fome hairs out of his 
beard with a pair of pincers, cleaned his eyes 
of a thick gum that filled them, waflied his 
ears and hands, and after- having performed 
his ablutions, painted his whiikcrs, eyebrows, 
and hair, of a black colour ; continuing longer 
at his toilet than an old widow who ftudies. 
10 hide the outrages of time upon her.. Jull. 
as he had donedrcffing, another gentleman in 
years, one of his friends, entered, whofe name 
was the Count d'Afumar. But he, far from 
concealing his grey hairs, fupported himfelf 
on a cane, and icemed to glory in his old age, 
rather than in appearing young. " Siirnior 
Pacheco, (faid he, as he came in) I am come 
to dine with you." " You are very welcome. 
Count," (aofwered my mafter.) Mean while, 
having embraced one another, they fat down, 
and entered into converlaiion tiU.fuch time as 
dinner was ready. 

The difcoiirle turned, at BHV, upon a bull- 
feaft, which had been celebrated a few days 
before ; and as they mentioned the cavaliers 
who had ftiewn the greateft vigour and ad- 
drefs, the old Count, fike another Neftor, who 



G I I- B L A S. 89 

from talking of the prcfent, always took oc- 
cafion to praife the paft, faid, with a fmh, 
*' Alas ! I fee no men now-a-days comparable 
to thofe I have known heretofore -, and the 
tournaments are not performed witli half the 
magnificence that they were, when 1 was a 
young man." I laughed within myfclf at the 
prejudice of honefl Signior d'Afumar, who 
did not confine it to tournaments only ; but I 
remember, when the deflert was fet upon the 
table, feeing feme fine peaches ferved up, he 
oblervcd, " In my time the peaches were 
much larger than they are at prefent; nature 
degencratcs^ every day." " At that rate (faid 
Don Gonzales, fmiling) the peaches of Adam's 
time muft have been wondcriuily large." 

Count d'Afumar ftaid almoft the whole day 
with my mafter, who no fooner found himfelf, 
difengagcd, than he went out, bidding me 
follow him. He went to Euphrafia's, who 
lodged at the diftance.of an hundred paces 
from our houfr, and found her in a very hand- 
Ibme apartment. She was gaily drclTed, and 
had fuch an youthful air, that I concluded fhe 
was under age, although flie was good thirty 
years old, at leaft. She was really handfome, 
and her underftanding foon raifed my admira- 
tion : for Ihe was not one of thole coquets, 
who have, nothing to recommend them but idle 
ribaldry and loofe behaviour ; Ihe was modeft 
in her manners, as well as in her converfation, 
and talked with a great deal of wit, without 
the leaft affeftation. " O heavtn ! laid I to my- 
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felf, is it pofJible that a perfon of fuch deli- 
cacy can be a lady of pleafure !" I imagined 
that impudence was infeparable from all wo- 
men of her profeOioji, and was aftonilhcd to 
fee one with the appearance of modefty ; not ' 
reflefliing that thcfc princefles know how to af- 
fumc any (hape, and accommodate themfelves 
to the charafters of the people of fortune and 
nobility that fall into their hands. When their 
gallants are pleafed with fire and tranfport, 
they are brifli and petulant ; and with thofc , 
who love referve, praftife a prudent and vir- 
tuous behaviour ; they are the true cameleons, 
who change colour according to the humour 
aind difpofition of the men whom they ap- 
proach. 

Don Gonzales was none of thofc noblemen 
tfho are taken with your bold beauties : he 
could not bear ladies Of thatclafs ; on the con- 
tPaiy, could relifli no woman, tinlefs ftie had 
ttu! appearance of a veiled, Euphralia, there- 
fore, modelled herfelf accordingly, and (hewed 
that all the good aftrefles are not employed 
in the theatre. Leaving my maffcr with his 
nymph, I went down ftairs into a hall, where 
I found an old chamber-maid, whom I had 
known a waiting-woman to an aftrefs. Rc- 
colleQing me immediately, fhe faid, " What ! 
is it you, Gil Bias ? you have quitted Arfenia 
it fcems, as I did Conftantia." ", Yes, truly, 
(anfwercd 1) it is a long time fince I left her, 
and went to ferve a young lady of fafliion. 
A player's life is not to my taftei and there- 
fore, 
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fore, I difmificd myfelf, withopt deigning to 
come to the leaft explanation with Arfenia." 
" You was in the right, (replied the chamber- 
maid, whofe name was Beatrice) I fcrved Con- 
ilantia pretty much in the fame manner; one 
morning early I gave in my accounts very 
coldly, which flie received without uttering 
one fyllabie, and fo we parted cavalierly 
enough." 

"'I am extremely glad (faid I) that we now 
meet in a more honourable houfe : Donna Eu- 
phrafia feems to be a fort of woman of falhion, 
and J believe her charaiSer is very good." 
** You are not at all miftaken, (faid the old 
waiting- wonian) (he is of a very good family i 
and as for her temper, I can afliire you there 
ticvtr was one more equal and fwect. She is 
rione of thofe paflionate ant| difficult miilrefles, 
who find fault with evey thing, fcold incef- 
l^t^, torment their dome3;ics, and, in one 
wotd, make a hell of their fcrvice. I never 
once heard her grumble j but when I happen 
to do any thing contrary to her inclination, 
fhe reproves me without rage, and never lets- 
one of thofe epithets efcape her, of which, 
your violent dames are fo liberal." " My . 
mailer (I refumed) is alfo very fweet temper- 
td : he's the beft natured mortal alive -, and 
therefore, you and I are much more happy 
than when we were in the fervicc of aftrefles." 
" A thoufand limes more happy ! (replied 
Beatrice) inftead of leading a life of noife and 
tumult, I now live, as it were, in a retreat. 
• - , No 
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. No man enters thefe doors, but Signior Doa 
Gonzales. I Ihall fee no body but you in my 
folitude, for which I am not at all forry ; for 
1 have had an affection for you a long time, 
and, more than once, envied the happtnefs of ■ 
Laura, in having you for a gallant. But, ia 
Ihort, I hope to be as happy as (he ; for, 
though I have neither her youth nor her beau- 
ty, by way of amends, I hate coquetry, and 
am as faithful as a turtle." 

As hqnefl: Beatrice was one of thofe perfons 
who are obliged to make a tender of tneJr fa- 
vours, becaufe no body will afk them, I was- 
not at all tempted to profit by her advances r 
1 did not defire, however, that (he £houId 
perceive my contempt, and was even polite 
enough to exprefs myfelf in fuch a manner, as 
that me did not lofe all hopes of engaging my 
heart. I imagined then, that I had made a 
conqucft of an old chambermaid, but happen- 
ed, on this occafion, to be deceived : ftie did 
not behave in this hianner to me, for my own 
fake only ; her defign was to infpire me with 
love, that (he might bring me over to the in- 
tereft of her miftrefs, for whom (he was fo 
zealous, that (he did not mind what it coft her, 
in promoting her advantage. 1 found my error 
next morning, when 1 carried a billet-doux 
from my mafter to Euphrafia. That lady 
gave me a moft gracious reception, and faid a 
thoufand obliging things, in which (he was 
joined by her maid : one admiring myphyfiog- 
nomy, while the. other obferved in me an air 
of' 
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of prudence and fagacity. According to them, 
Signior Dot Gonzales pollcfled a treafure, in 
having fuch a valet. In a word, they praiied 
me fo miicli, that I fufpefted tlieir applaufc, 
and even difcerned t'lc motives of it ; but I re- 
ceived ir, in appearance, with all the fimpli- 
city of a fool, and by this counterplot e&'cc- 
tually deceived the fharpers,' who, at laft, 
pulled off the malli. 

" Hark'ye, Gil Bias, (faid EuphratJa to tnc) 
it depends upon thyfelf to make thy fortune. 
Let us a£t in concert, my -friend. Don Gon- 
zales is old, and his confiitution {o crazy, that 
the leaft touch of a fever, adifted by an able 
phyfician, will carry him off. Let us make 
the beft of the little time he has left, and exert 
ourfelves fo, as that he may leave the beft part 
of his eftate to me. Thou (halt have a good 
fharc of the booty, anc| thou mayeft_ depend 
upon my promife, as much as if [ had made 
it before all the notaries of Madrid." " Ma- 
dam, (anfwered 1} you may command your 
humble fcrvant. You have nothing to do, but 
to prcfcribe my conduft, and you fliall be fa- 
tisfied." " Very well, (Ihe replied) thou muft 
obferve thy mafter, and give me an account 
of all his proceedings : when you talk to him 
in private, don't fail to turn the converfation 
upon women, and from tttence artfully take 
occafion to fpeak well of me. Ply him with 
Euphralia as much as poHible ; and I s^ain re- 
commend it to you, to be very attentive to 
what pafes in the family of the Pachecos : if 
D, -,.... ..Googic you 
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you perceive that aiiV relation of Don Goa- 
zales is extremely officious about him, and 
aims at the fuccefliun to his cftate, acquaint- 
nie with it immediately ; that is all I afk, and 
I warrant I Ihall fend hiai a-drift in a very lit- 
tle time'; for I know the different charafters of 

. his relations, and the ridiculous lights inwhich 
they may be reprefented to him ; having 
already prejudiced him pretty iuccefsfully, 
againft all his nephews and coufins." 

By thefe inftrufbions, and others which Eu- 
phrafia added, I concluded, that this lady was 
one of thofe who attached themfelves to gene- 
rous old men. She had lately prevailed upon 
Don Gonzales to (ell an eftace, the price of 
which (he had converted to her own u!e ; (he 
extorted from him valuable moveables every 
day, and, beGdes, had reafon to hope that Ihe 
would not be forgotten in his will. I pretend- 
ed to engage willingly, to do all that fbe de- 
fired ; and, diffimulation apart, doubted with- 
in myfclf, on my return home, whether T 

- fliould contribute to impofe upon my mafter, 
or undertake to detach him from his miftrefs. 
The laft of thefe refolutions feemed more ho- 
nourable than the other, and I felt myfelf ' 
more inclined to fulfil than betray my duty : 
befides, Euphrafia had made ine no pofitive 
promife, and that, perhaps, was the occafion 
of my fidelity's remaining uncorrupljcd. I re- ' 
folved, therefore, to ferve Don Gonzales with 
zeal, perfuading myfelf^ .that if I Jbould be 
lucky eaough to divert his iSc&ion from his 
idol, 
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idol, I fhould be better rewarded for this good 
aiftion, than for all the bad ones I could com- 
mit. 

That I might the more cafily , accomplifli 
what I propoled, 1 ihewed myfelf entirely de- 
voted to the fcrvice of Donna Etiphrafia; I 
made her believe, that I fjjoke of her incelTant- 
ly to my mailer ; and accordingly invented 
fables, which ihe took for fterling truth. 1 in- 
finuated mylelf lb much into Her good graces, 
that Ihe thought me entirely in her intereft; ■ 
and ftiU the better to impofe upon her, affefl- 
ed to appear in love with Beatrice, who ra- 
viflicd to fee, at her age, a young lover at her 
beck, did not much mmd being deceived, pro- 
vided flie was deceived agreeably. When my 
mailer and I were e^ch with his own princefs, 
we compofed two very different piftures in the 
fame tafte. Don Gonzales, pale and withered 
as I have reprefented him, when he attempted 
to ogle, looked like a wretch in his laft ago- 
nies; and my infanta, in proportion to the 
feeming increafe of my paflion, alTumed ftill 
more and more childifh airs, and praftifed all 
the artifice of an old coquet, which (he had 
been learning forty years at Icaft ; having been 
refined in the fervice of fome of thoft heroines 
of gallantry, who can pleafc even in their old 
age, and die loaded with the ipoils of two or 
three generations, 

I was not fatisfied with following my raaftcr, 

every evening, to the houfe of Euphrafia, I 

fometimes wencthjthcr, alone, by day ; but at 

whac 
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what hour foever I went in, I never met with 
any man, or woman either, of a fufpicious 
appearance ; nor could I difcover the leafl: trace 
of infidelity, a circumftance that furprized me 
not a little j for I could not imagine that fuch 
a handfome lady could be exactly true to Don 
Gonzales. And in this, furely, my judgment 
was not tooralh; for the fair Euphrafia, (as 
you will prefently fee) that (he might wait 
with the more patience for my matter's eftate, 
was provided with a lover more agreeable to a 
woman of her age. 

One morning, when I carried, as ufua], a 
letter to the princefs, I perceived, wliile 1 was 
in her chamber, the feet of a man concealed 
behind the tapeftry. I went away, without 
fceniing to obferve them ; but although I 
ought not to be furprized at this objeft, which 
was no bufinefs of mine, I did not fail to re- 
fL-nt it. " Ah, perfidious wretch ! (faid I to my- 
fclf,'jnll paffion)ah, wicked Euphrafia ! ihoti 
art not latisfied with impofing upon a good old 
gentleman, by perfuading him that he is be- 
loved, but thou muft alio crown thy perfidy* 
by abandoning ihyfelf to another !" What a 
fool was I, now I think on it, to moralize in 
this manner ! I ought rather to iiave laughed 
at the adventure, and looked upon it as a com- 

genfation for the tirefome languid moments 
le underwent, in her commerce with my ma- 
tter: I ftiould, at leaft, have done better in 
holding my tongue, than in feizing this occa- 
fion of acting the confcientious valet; butin- 
ftead 
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ftead of moderating my zeal, I entered warm- 
ly into the intcrell of Don Gonzales, to whom 
1 made a faithful report of what I had fecn 1 1 
even added, that Euphrafia wanted to feductf 
me 1 I concealed nothing of what flic had faid 
on that occafion, and it was his own fault if 
he was not perfe^ly acquainted with the cha- 
racter of his millrefs. He was confounded at 
the information, and a fmall emotion of wrath 
that appeared on his countenance, feemed to 
prefdge that the lady Ihould not be unfaithful 
to him with impunity. *' Enough, Gil Bias, 
(faid he) I am extremely fenfible of thy at- 
tachment, and pleafed with thy fidelity j I will 
go inftantly to EuphraGa, load her with re- 
proaches, and break for ever with the ungrate- 
ful creature." So faying, he went out accord- 
ingly, and difpenfed with my attendance, that 
he might fpare me the difagreeable part I had 
to play touring their eclairciflement. 

I waited for my mailer's return with a wgrld 
of impatieace, not doubdng, that as he had 
fo much caufe to complain of his nymph, he 
would come backaUogether detached from her 
allurements. On this fuppofition, I applaudr 
ctj myfelf for what I had done ; I reprefented 
to mylelf the fatisfadtion which the natural 
heirs of Don Gonzales would have, when they 
learned that their kinfman was no longer the 
fpori of a paflion fo contrary to their inierefts : 
I flattered myfelf, that they would conGder me 
for it, and, in fliort, that I bad diftinguilhed 
myfelf from other valets, who ate ufually 
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• more apt to. encourage their mailers in de- 
bauchery than to reclaim them. I was in 
love with honour, and refleflcd, with plea- 
fure, that I ftiould pafs for the Corypheus 
of -all domeftics. But this idea, agreeable as 
it was, vaniihed in a few hours ^ when my 
patron arriving, faid, *' Friend, I have had a 
very (harp converfation with Euphrafia, who 
affirms, that thou haft mifreprefrntcd her, and , 
art, if ihe is to be believed, no other than an 
impoltor, altogether devoted to my nephews; 
out of regard to whom, thou fpareft nothing 
to make me quarrel with her. 1 faw real tears 
trickle from her eyes, and Ihe fwore, by all 
that was facred, that Ihe never made any pro- 
pofal to thee, nor ever fees a man -, Beatrice, - 
who fcems to be a good girl, protefted the- 
fame thing, in fuch a manner, that my anger 
was appeafed, in fpite of my teeth." 

" How, Sir, (faid I, interrupting him, in 
a forrowfiil manner) do you doubt my fincc- 

Tity ? do you diftruft" '* No, child, (faid 

he, interrupting me in his turn) I do thee all 
mannerof juftice:.! don't believe thee in a 
confederacy with my nephews, I am perfuad- 
«d that thou art concerned for my interclt on- 
ly, and I am obliged to thee : but appearances 
are deceitful. Perhaps what thou faweft, ex- 
iftcd only in thy own imagination ; and, in 
that cafe, thou mayeft guefs how difagreeable 
,thyaccufation muft be to Euphrafia. Beit 
ft? it tnay, ihe is a perfon whom I cannot help 
4 kiving. 
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loving. I muft even make the facrifice to her 
which fhe demands, and that facrifice is thy 
diftniffion. I am forry for it, my poor Gil 
Bias, (added he) and t aflure thee, I confent- 
ed to it with regret ; but I could not do other- 
wife. . What ought to confolc thee is, that I 
fliall not fend thee away nnrecompenfcd : and 
I intend, moreover, to fettle thee with a la- 
dy, a friend of mine, where thou wilt live 
very agreeably." 

I was very much mortified to fee my zeal 
thus turned againft myfelf : I curled Euphra- 
fia, 3nd deplored the weaknefs of Don Gon- 
zales, who allowed himfelf 'to be led by the 
nofe. The good old man being very fenfible, 
that in turning me away, merely to pleafe his 
miftrefs, he did not behave in the moft man- 
ly manner, made amends for his effeminacy, 
and gilded the pill I was to fwallow, w-irh a 
prefent of fifty ducats. Next day carrying 
me to the marchioncfs of Chaves, he told her, 
in my hearing, that I was a young man who 
poflefied many good qualities -, that he had a 
regard for me, but famify reafons not permit- 
ting him to keep me in iiis fervice, he begged 
flie would admit me into her family. She re- 
' ceived me that inftant, into the number of 
her domefticks ; fo that I found myfelf tran- 
Qated, all of a fudden, into a new place. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

fif cbaraBer of the marti4onefs of Che-vei, and 

of tbofe people who ufually vifttcd ber. 

THE marchionefs of Chaves was a wi- 
dow of five and thirty, handfome, tall, 
and well Ihapcd, who enjoyed a yearly income 
often thoufand ducats, without the care and 
incumbrance of children. I never faw a wo- 
man of more gravity, or one who fpoke lefs, 
though this did not hinder her from being 
looked upon as the molt witty lady in Ma- 
drid. The great concourfe of people of qua- 
lity, and men of learning, who daily frequent- 
ea her houfe, contributed, perhaps, more than 
any thing fhe faid, to give her this reputatioi). 
But this I will not undertake to decide : let it 
fuflice to fay, that her name imported the 
idea of a fuperior genius, and that her houfe 
was called, by way of excellence, the court 
of criticifm. 

There was actually fome performance or 
other read here every day, fometimes new 
plays, and fometimes other pieces of poetry \ 
but nothing except ferious fubjefts were deem- 
ed worthy of attention, humorous pieces being 
defpifed ; tlic belt comedy, or the moft inge- 
nious and witty romance, was looked upon as 
a feeble produiflion, that deferved no praife ; 
whereas the Icaft ferious work, fuch as an 
ode, eclogue, or fonnet, pafled for the greateft 
efibrt of human uoderftaodtng. But it often 
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happened that the public did not confirm the 
fentence of the comt ; on the contrary, was 
fometimes fo impolite as to hifs thofe pieces 
"which had been there very much applauded. 
I was chamberlain in this houfe; that is, 
my office confifted in getting every thing rea- 
dy in the apartment of my lady, for tlie re- 
ception of company, and to fct the chairs for 
the men, and the cafbions for the v/omen, 
after which I ftationcd myfelf at the chamber- 
door, to announce • and introduce the per- 
fons who arrived. While I was employed in 
this office for the firft time, the governor of 
the pages, who, by accident, was then in the 
antichamber with me, defcribcd them all very 
■pleafantly, as they came in. His name was 
'Andrew Molina, naturally dry and fatirical, 
with a good fhare of underftanding. A bifhop 
-being tnc firft who prcfcnted himfclf, I an- 
nounced him, and when he was entcicd, thi.- 
governor obferved, " That prelate is a ni;iii 
of a very pleafant charafter. Having a lirde 
credit at court, he would fain make every one 
believe that he has a great deal, and offers his 
intereft to all the world, without ferving any 
'body. One day, meeting at court with a 
■gentleman who faluted him, he ftopt, loaded 
him with civilities, and fqueezing his hand, 
faid, '* I am wholly devoted to your fervice j 
pray. Sir, put me to the proof : I ihall never 

• The MmonnccT iia domttic wboAiodi in the hall on lifii- 
In; itjt, ind pronounce) aloud lh« name* of the comcaDy M 
diet com* in ; from the Litin word annaeraite, 
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die fatisfied until I have an opportunity of 
obliging you." The gentleman having thank- 
ed him in a very grateful manner, they part- 
ed, and the prelate Xaid td one of his fol- 
lowers, " I think I know that man ; I have a 
confufed idea of having fecn him fomewhere." 
Immediately after the bifliop, the fon of a 
grandee appeared ; and when I had introduced 
him into my lady's chamber, '* That noble- 
man (faid Molina) is another original. You 
- muft know that he goes often to a houle, in 
order to treat of fome important affair, with. 
the gentleman who lives in it, and comes 
away without remembering to fpeak a fyllable. 
about the matter. But (added the governor^ 
feeing two ladies advance) there come Donna 
Angela de FennaBe], and Donna Margarita 
de Montalvaii, two ladies between whom 
there is not the lead; refemblance : Donna 
Margarita, who piques herfelf on beingaphi- 
lofopher, will undertake the moft profound 
doctors of Salamanca id a difpute, ^ithoiu 
buffering their arguments to get the better of 
her argumentation. As for Donna Angela, 
ihe does not affed the Tirtuoli, although her 
underftanding is perfectly well cultivated : her 
converfatlon isfenfible, her fentiments refined, 
and her cxpreffion delicate, noble, and natu- 
ral." ** This laft is an amiable charafter, 
(faid I to Molina) but the other, in my opini- 
on, is inconGftcnt with the fair fcx." " Not 
very confiftenty {he replied vith a fneer) and 
even a great many men are rendered ridicu- 
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lous by fuch a difpofition. Madam the mar- 
chioncfs, our lady, {continued he) is alfo a 
little tainted with philolbphy. What wran- 
gling wjU there be here to day ! God grant 
that religion may not be concerned in die dif- 
pute." 

As he fpoke thefe words, we perceived a 
meagre maa come in, with an air of rcfcrve 
and grim countenance. My governor did not 
fpare him 1 " This here, ({aid he) is one of 
your ferious wits who would fain pals for 
great gcniufcs,, by the favour of a few fcn- 
tcnces learned from Seneca, and who are eali- 
ly detected to be fools, if you examine them 
a little clofcly." The next that came in, was 
a welUihaped cavalier, with a Grecian mien, 
that is, a very felf-fufficient appearance: when 
I afked who he was, MoHna anfwered, " He 
is a dramatic poet, who has compoled, in his 
time, art hundred thoufaad veries, which ne- 
ver brought him in four pence: but in re- 
compcnce for that, he has procured a con- 
fiderable fettlement, by Gx lines of-profe." f .. 

I was going to inform myfelf of the nature, 
of a fortune got fo cafily, when I heard a 
great noife on the ftair-cafe. " Good! (cried 
the governor) there comes the licentiate Cam- 
panario, who gives notice of his approach, 
before he appears, and beginning to talk at 
the ftreet door, continues without intcrmifllprt 
until he goes away." Sure enough, the whcJe 
houfc rang again with the voice of the thun- 
dering licentiate, who, at length, entered the 
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antichamber with a batchelor of his acquaiiv 
•tance, and did not leave off fpeaking all the 
time his vifit laft^d. " Signior Campanario 
-(faid I to Moli.ia^ feems to be a great genius." 
" Yes, replied my governor, he has fome 
bright fallies, quaint exprefEons, and a good 
deal of humour : but over and above his being 
an unconfcionabte talker, he does not fail to 
make repetitions j and, not to over-rate his ta- 
lents, I believe the agreeable and comic air 
with which he feafons every thing he fays, 
conftitutes his chief merit : for the greateft 
part of his ftrokes would do no great honour 
to a colledion of witticifms." 

Abundance of other people came in, of 
whom MoHna made very humorous pitfturca, 

■ among which, he did not forget that of tHc 

■ marcbionefs. *' I aflurc you (faid he) our pa- 
tronefs is a Jady of a very even temper, in 
fpite of all her philoibphy. She is not at aU 
difficult to pleaie, and one undergoes very few 
caprices in her fcrvice. She is one of the moft 
reafonable women of quality I know, and is 
even without paffion ; ffie has as little tafte for 
gallantry as for play, and loves converfadon 

"only i in Ihort, moft ladies would .think her 

■ way of life infupportably tirefome." The go- 

■ vemor, by this eulogium, prepoflcfled me in 

■ favour of my miftrcfs j ncverthelefs, fdme 
days after, I could not help fufpeding that 
fhe was not fuch an enemy to love : and I 
vnM declare on what foundation my iufpicion 
Wftsbtiilt. 
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: One morning, while Ihe was jic her toilet* 
a Hrtle man prdented himfelf to me, about 
forty years old, of a dif^reeabie figure, more 
dirty than the author Pedro de Noya, and 
. very much hiitnp-backed into the bargain. 
When he toUl me he wanted to- fpcak with 
the marchioncfs, I afked him, from whom ? 
.To which he anfwered, with a haughty look, 
*' From myfelf 1 tell her, I am the gentle- 
man of whom Ihc fpoke yefterday, to Donna 
Anna de Velafco." I introduced him into roy 
lady's apartment, and fignified his arrival % 
upon which, fheimmediacel)' exclainied in ^ 
tranfporc of joy j " Shew him in". She not 
only gave him a favourable reception, but 
likewile ordered all her women out of th« 
room ; fo that the little hunch-back, more 
happy than an honefter man, remained alone 
.wiilv her ; while the chambermaids and I made 
iQUrfelves merry vyith this fine tete a tete that 
lafted near an hour -, after which, my patro- 
nefs difmiffed the crook-back,, Joaded with ci- 
vilities, that Ihewed how well^e was fiitis^ed 
■with his converfation, which, in cfFcit, cap- 
tivated her fo much, tha^ ihe told me one 
•evening, in private, " Gil Bias, when the 
man with the hump returns^ bring him into 
my apartment as fccretly as poflible." I obey- 
ed, and when the httle man came back next 
'morning, conducted him by a private ftair- 
cafc, to my lady's chamber. I pcrtbfmcd the 
fame office moft devoutly, two or three times, 
w.thout fufpe^ing that there could be 'any 
^5 o,„,..,Googic eal- 
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.gallantry in the cafe. But the malignity which 
is ib natural to mankind, loon infpired me 
with ftrange ideas, and I concluded that the 
inclination of the marchionefs was either vct 
ry whimfica), or that the hunch-back a^ed 
tlie part of a go-between. 

FrepoOefTed with this opinion, I often fiud 
to myfelf, " If my lady is in 4ove .with a 
■handfome mani I forgive her i but if ftie is 
, captivated by this baboon, truly I cannot ex- 
cufe the depravity of her tafte." How much 
was I miftaken in my patronefs ! the little 
hunch-back dabbled in ma^ie, and as his Ikill 
Jiad been extolled to the marchionefs, who 
willingly liflcned to the delafions of fuch im- 
jxrilors, (he honoured him with thefe private 
converfationa, in which he Ihcwed her thin^ 
in a glafs, taught her to turn the fieve, and 
for money, revealed all the myfterics of the 
cabala. Or rather to fpeak truly, he was a 
■fharper who fubfifted at the expence of cre- 
vtulous people, and was faid to have feyeral 
women of quality under contributicn. 

CHAP. IX. 
S'he incidtnt, in confe^uente cf whirb, Gil Bias 
quitted the marchionefs de Chaves ; end-tke. 
tmtrje btfsUcwed afttrwards-. 

I HAD already lived fix months with the 
marchionefs de Chaves, and, I confefs, was 
isiied with my condition ; but the dcfliny I 
lud to fulfil would not peimit me to live 
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longer in that lady's houfe, nor even in Ma- 
drid : I will therefore recount the adventure 
that obliged me to remove from both. 

Among my lady's maids, there was one 
called Portia, who befidcs her youth and beau- 
ty, pofleffed fuch an amiable chara^er, that I 
attached myfelf to her, without knowing that 
I muft difputc her heart with a rival. Tho 
fecretary of the marchionefs, who was a proud 
man, and very much addifted to jealoufy, 
being captivated with my princefs, no fooner. 
perceived my paflion, than (without endea- 
vouring to find out my reception with Portia) 
he refolved to fight me in fingle combat, and 
for this purpofe appointed me to meet him 
one morning, in a private place. As he was 
a little man, whofe head fcarce reached my 
Ihoulders, and fecmed at the fame lime very 
weak, I did not think him a very dangerous 
rival, but repaired with great confidence to 
the place appointed, in hopes of gaining an 
cafy victory, and making a merit of it witS 
Portia ; but the event did riot anfwer my ex- • 
peftation. The little ("ecretary, who had been 
iwo or three years at the fencing-fchool, dif- 
armed me like an infant, and holding the 
point of his fword to my throat, •* Prepare 
(faid he) for the mortal blow, or elfe give me 
thy wordof honour, that thou wilt this day 
quit the fervice of the marchionefe de Chaves, 
and never more think of Portia. I made him 
that promife, and kept it without reluftancys 
iieing alhamed to appear before the reft of the 
y 6 iei- 
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■ fervants, after my defeat, efpecially before tlic 
fair Helen who had been the caofe of -our 
duel. My fole intention in returning to the 
houfe, was to carry off my goods and money, 
which having done, I fet out the fame day 
for Toledo, my purfe being pretty well fur- 
nilhed, and my back loaded with a bundle 
compofed of my whole wearing apparel : for 
though 1 had not engaged to quit Madrid, I 
thought proper to leave it, ac lead for fome 
years ; and formed the refolution of making 
the tour of Sp^n, and of halting at every 
town. " The money I have (faid 1 ta my- 
felf) will carry mc a great way -, for I don't 
intend to be extravagant, and when I have no 
more, I wiJl betake myfelf again to fcrvice. 
A young man of my accomplifhments will 
fiad places in abundance, whenever he -pleafes 
to go in qucfl of them." 

r longed, in particular, to fee Toledo, whi- 
ther I arrived at the end of three days, and 
took up my lodging in a good inn, where I 
pafled for a gentleman of confequence, by the 
favour of my intriguing drefs, which I did not 
fail to put on, ana by the foppifti airs which 
I affeded. It was in my own option to efta- 
blifh a correfpondence with fome handfomc 
women who lived in the neighbourhood; but 
undcrftanding that I muft begin by fpending 
a good de^ of money upon them, 1 bridled - 
my defircs, and feeling ftill a ftrong inclina- 
tion for travelling, after having feen every 
-ii^ng that' was curious in Toledo, I left it one 
8 morn- 
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morning by break of day, and took the road 
» to Cuenca, wkh an intention to 'go to Arra- 
gon. On the fecond day of my journey, I 
_ went into an inn on the road, and juft as I 
fat down to. refreth myfclf, a company of fol- 
dicrs belonging to the holy brotherhood came 
in, and calling for wine, fell to drinking. 
While they were over rheir cups, I heard them 
defcribe a young man whom they had orders 
to apprehend. " The gentleman (faid one of 
them) is not more than twenty years of age, 
has long black hair, a good Ihape, an aqui- 
line nofe, and is mounted on a bay horfc." 

1 liftcned without feeming to give attention 
to what rhey faid, and truly, I did not con- 
cern myfelf much about the matter. Leav- 
ing thetn in the inn, 1 let forward on my 
journey, and had not walked a quarter of a 
league, when I met a young gentleman of a 
good mien, moujjted oh a chcfnut-coloiired 
norfe. . " Upon my faith ! (faid I to myfclf) 
this is the man whom the foldiers are in fcarch 
of: he has long black hair, and an aquiline 
nofe. I mull do him a good office. Sir, 
(faid I to him) give me leave to 4fk, whether 
or not you have fome affair of honour on your 
hands?" The young gentleman, without mak- 
ing any reply, looked earneflly at me, and 
feemed furprifed at my queftion. Upon which, 
I affured him, that it was not out of curiofity 
that I had addreOed him in this manner; and 
be was very well convinced of it, when I told 
him what I had overheard at the inn. " Ge- 
neroos . 
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nerous ftranger, (faid he) I will not deny thar 
1 have reafon to beUeve myfelf the perfon^ 
whom thofe foldiers want to'apprehend -, and 
therefore will take another road in order to 
avoid them." " It is my opinion (I replied) 
that we Ibould immediately feek fome place 
■where you miy be fecure, and where we may 
be IheUeird from that ftorm which I fee brew- 
ing in the air, and which will burll very foon," 
J^t'that inftant we dtfcovered and repaired to 
a tufted alley of trees that coodufted us to 
the foot of a mountain where we found an 
hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto that time had 
fcooped in the rock, to which the art of man 
had added a kind of front, built of pebbles 
and fliell-work, and quite covered with turf : 
the adjacent field was ftrewed with a thoufand 
forts of flowers which pcrftimed the air, and, 
hard by the grotto, we perceived a little open- 
ing in the rock, from whence iflued, with an ' 
^reeable noife, a fpring of water that tub 
winding along a meadow. At the entrance ■ 
of this folitary habitation, speared a holy 
hermit ftooping under the wemht of old age, 
fupporting himfejf with a ftaff in one hand, 
and holding in the other a rofary of large 
beads, compofed of twenty courfes at leall. - 
His head was b^iried in a brown woollen cap 
wjth long ears, and his beard, more white thin 
fnow, came down to his middle. When we 
approached him, " Father, (faid I) be fo good' 
as ta favour us with ihelcer from the impend- 
■ D5-,.-.ii„Googic*^ 
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ing ftorm." *' Enter, my children, (replied 
the anchorite, after having obfervcd me at- 
tentively) this hermitage is at your lerviccj 
and you may ftay here as long as you plcafc. 
As for your horfe, (added he, pointing to the 
forepart of his habitation,) he will be very well 
accommodated in that place." The gentle- 
man who accompanied me, difpofed of his 
beaft accordingly, and then we followed the 
old man into the grotto, which as foon as we 
had entered, a great Ihower fell, mingled with 
ilafhes of lightning and dreadful claps of 
thunder. The hermit fell on his knees before 
an image of St. Pacomo *, which was glued 
to the wall, and we followed his example. 
Mean while, the thunder ceafed, and we got 
"up J but as the rain continued, and the day 
"was far ipent, *' My children, (faid the old 
man) I would not advife you to proceed on 
your journey in fuch weather, unlefs you have 
fo.me prefling affair." The young mao and! 
replied, thai we had none thathinderedusfrom 
halting', and that, if we were not afraid of inr 
commoding him, we would beg leave to pafs 
the night in his hermitage. " You won't ii»- 
•commode me in the leaft, ({aid the hermit) 
but will have reafon to complain of your 

* Si. Pacomo wm in Mtypt'aa, who rircd in the fourth ctn- 
taTf, and founded rcTonl moiuiftcriei, confining of between twelfe 
utdfixi(«n hundred moniM Mch: hii filth ii Taid to hive been fa 
«ffe£liial, that he walked among rerpenii, uiihait ; and when he ' 
hiil occilion to cror* the Nile, wai iranfponed (rom ooe Qde to 
tt««ther MLib«b*(k«fa.CEMa<Iile. 

lodg- 
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l6dgingi for you muft iie hard, and I Iiavc 
nothing to olTer you but anchorite's fere." 

So faying, the holy man made us fit down- 
at a fthall table, and prefencing us with a few 
onions, a cri.ft of bread, and a pitcher of wa- 
ter, " My fons, (faid he) you fee my ufual 
repaft ; but to-day I will commit an excefs 
out of regard to you." I-ie then brought a 
Jittle cheefe, with, two handfuls of filberds, 
and fprcad them upon the table. The young 
man, who had no great appetite, did not 
much honour to the feaft ; upon which, the 
hermit obfcrved to him, " I perceive that you 
are accuftomed to better tables than mine^ or 
rather, that fenfuality has corrupted your na- 
tural tafte. I have been in the world, as you 
are now : the moft delicate viands, the moft 
exquifite ragouts, were not too good for my 
palate; but-fince I have lived in folitude, I 
have retrieved the former purity of my tafte, 
and at prcfent can relilh nothing but- roots, 
fruits, milk •, in a word, that which compofed 
the nourifliment of our firft parents." 

While he fpoke in this manner, the young 
mqn funk into a profound reverie, which the 
hermit perceiving, " My fon, (faid he to him) 
you have an opprefllon on your fpirits ; may 
I not know the caufe ? unbofom yourfelf to 
me. It is not curioficy, but charity alone that 
animates my requeft. I am of age to give 
advice -, and perhaps your fituation requires 
it." Yes, father, (replied the cavalier, with. 
§, figh) I have, doubtlels, occafion for advice, 
and 
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■and I will fbUow yours, fince you are (o good 
as to offer ir. I believe, I run no rilk in dif- 
coverii^ myfelf to a man of your character." 
" No, my fon, (faid the fenior) you have 
nothing to fear on that ftore, and may fafely 
truft me with any fccret." In this confidence, 
the cavalier fpoke as follows. 

C H A P. X. 

The fiory of Don Jlphonfo and the fair Sera- 
pbina. 

I WILL conceal nothing from you, father, 
nor from the other gentleman who hears 
me; fofi after the gcnerofity he ihewed, I 
fiiodd be tobkme to diftruft him. Liften, 
therefore, to my mis-fortunes. I was born in 

M'adrid, and my origin is- this An -officer 

of the German guards, called the Baron de 
Steinbach, going home one evening, perceiv- 
ed a bundle of white linen at the foot of the 
ftair-cafe. He took it up and carried it fo 
his wife's apartment, where he foufld it to be 
a new-born infant wrapped in very handfome 
fvraddling-cloaths ; with a billet importing that 
it belonged to jjerfons of quality who would 
one day make themfclves known ; and that it 
had been baptized by the name of Alphonfo. 
/ I am that unhappy infant, and this is all that I 
know of my birth and parentage : facrificed 
to honour or infidelity, 1 know not whether, 
my mother expofed me, in order to conceal 
a diihonourable flame; or feduced by a per- 
jured 
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jured lover, found herfelf under the cruel ne- 

ceflicy of djfowning the fruit of her womb. 

Be that as/it will, the Baron and the lady 
were touched with my fituarioji ; and, as tbcy 
had no children of their own, determined, to 
educate me under the name of Pon Alphon- • 
fo. As I advanced in years, their attach- 
ment to me increafed : my flattering and com- 
plaifant behaviour attrafted their carefles every 
moment : in a word, I had the good fortune 
to make myfelf beloved i they gave me all 
kinds of mailers -, my education became their 
only ftudy ; and far from expeding imp4tient- 
ly, that my parents would difcover themfelvcs, 
they feemed, on the contrary, to with that my 
birth would always remain a fecret. As foon 
as the Baron found me able to carry arms, he 
entered me in the ferrice, procured for me an 
enfign's commifCoD, prdered my fmall equi- 
page to be got ready -, and, to animate me the 
more-tofeek occaQons of acquiring'glory, he 
reprefented to me, that the career of honour ' 
was open to every body ; and that in war I 
might obtain a name the more glorious, as I 
fliould owe it to my fclf alone. At the fan»e 
■ time, he revealed the fecret of my birth, which 
he had hitherto concealed from my knowledge. 
As I pafrrd for his Ton in Madrid, and effec- 
tually believed myfelf to be fo } I own, this 
piece of information gave mc a good deal of 
pain : I could not then, nor cannot now think 
of it without Ihame ; for the more my fenti- 
ments feemed to argue me of a noble origin, 

D5-,z,tb,GOOgiC^^ 
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the greater my confufion was to fee myfetf 
abandoned by chofe who gave tne being. 

I went to ferve in the Low-Countries i but 
thie peace being concluded foon ^ter, and 
Spain rid of -her enemies, though not of thofe 
who envied her prolperity, I returned to Ma- 
drid, where 1 received frelh marks of tender- 
nefs from the Baron and his lady. About two 
months after my return, a little page came in- 
to my room one morning, and prefented to me 
a'billet, conceived pretty nearly in thefe words; 
*' J am neither ugly nor iil-fhaped j and yet 
*' you fee me frequently at the window, wiih- 
" our paying homage with your eyes. Thi» 
*' behaviour but ill anfwei's your gallant ap- 
*' pearance -, and piques me fo tnuch, that I 
'* wifh I could inlpire you with love, a> be 
•' revenged on your indifference." 

Having read this billet, 1 did not doubt 
that it came from a widow called heonon, 
who lived oppofite to our houfe, and had the 
reputation of being very coqucttilh. I inter- 
roeated the page, who was on the referve at 
fint, but in confideration of a ducat which I 
flipt into his hand, he fatisficd my curiofity ; 
and even undercook to carry an anfwer, by 
which I informed his miftrefs, that I acknow- 
ledged my crime, and was already fenfible of 
her being mpre than half revenged. 

I was not at all infenfible of this kind of 

conqueft ; I kept the houfe all that day, and 

took great care to be always at the window, 

chat 1 might obfervc the L.ady, who did not 

for, 
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forget to Ihew hcrielf at hef's. I made I&vfc 
to her in dumb (hew, fhe anfwered my fignalsj 
and next morning let me know by her page, 
that if I would be in the ftreet, betwixt eleven 
and twelve at night* I might converfe with 
her at a parlour window. Though I did not 
■find myfeif very much in love with fucha 
■forward widow, I did not fail to return a very 
paflionate anfwer, and to wait for night with 
as much impatience as if I had been violently 
fmitten. In the evening, I, went out to walk 
in the Prado till the hour of affignation -, and 
was iK> fooner arrived at that place, than a 
■man mounted on a fine horfe afighted hard' 
by me, and-accofting mehaftily,-faid, "Are 
■not you the fofl' of Baron Steinbach ?" When 
•I replied m the affirmative, "You are the 
perfon, (faid he) who intend: cocwiverfe with 
Xeonora at her window: Her pjigehas Ihewn 
-me her letter* and your anf*»iers, and-I harfe 
flowed you tfcis evening, from your own 
houfe hither, to let you know that you have 
a rival whole pride is very much mortified in 
being obliged to difpute a heart with fuch a 
one as you. I believe I tvecd fay no more j 
we are now in a private place. Let u» draw 
therefore, unlefs, to avoid the chaftifement I 
prepare for you, you will promife to break oflr" 
all correfpondence with Leonora. You muft 
either facrifice to me the hopes you have con- 
ceived, orforfcityourlife immediately." "You 
ought then (faid [ to him) to have rcquefted, 
not demanded that facrifice j I might, pcr- 
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haps, have granted it to your inireaty, but I 
refufe it to your threats." 

'* 'Tis very well, (he replied, after having 
■tied his horfe to a tree) draw then: it docs 
not become a peritm of my quality to ftoop 
fo low as to intreat a man of your ftation : 
mod people of my rank, in the fame cafe, 
■would have revenged themfelves in a lefs ho- 
nourable way.". I was (hocked with thefe laft 
wwds, and feeing his fword already unfliearh- 
ed, drew mine alfo ; we attacked one another 
with fuch fury, that the combat did not laft 
long: whether he behaved with too much 
heat, or I had more (kill, I know not, but I 
■gave him a mortal thruft, upon which I faw 
him ftagger and fiill. Whereupon, minding 
my own fafety only, I mounted his horfe, 
and took the road to Toledo. I durft not re- 
turn to the. Baron's houfe, being well afTured 
that my adventure would very much affli^ 
him, and when I confidered the danger in 
which I was, I thought I could not get out of 
Madrid uto fodn. 

In the midft of the moft melancholy reflec- 
tions, I rode the remaining part of the night, 
and all tl^e morning ; but towards noon, was 
obliged to halt in order to give my horfe Ibme 
-reft, end avoid the heat of the day which 
grew infupportabie. I tarried thcrefotr, in a 
village, till fijti-fet, after which, I continued 
my journey, refolving to make but one ftage 
to Toledo. I had got two leagues beyond U- 
kilcas, when, towa^s midnight, I was fur- 
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prifed in the middle of a field, with juftfuch 
another ftorm as fell to-day ; upon which I 
drew near the Wall of a garden that I perceiv- 
ed at the diftance of a few paces, and not 
finding a more convenient ihclter, flood with 
my horfe as clofe as I could to the door of a 
fummer-houfe fttuated at the end of the wall, 
ovcrwhich there was a balcony. As I leaned 
againft the door, I perceived it open, which I 
afcribed to the negligence of fervants*, and 
alighting, lefs out of curiofiiy than for the 
fake of being better fcreened from the rain, 
which did not fail to incommode me while [ 
remained under the balcony, 1 efttered the 
ground-floor of the fummer-houfe, with my 
horfe, which I led by the bridle. 

I employed myfelf during the tempeft, in 
obferving the place, and though I could dif- 
tinguifh nothing but by the lightning that 
flaflicd around, it was eafy to perceive that 
the houfe could not belong to a vulgar owner. 
I expetfted ftill that the rain would ceafe, in- 
tending to proceed on my journey ; but a ' 
great light that I obferved at a diftance, made 
me change my refoludon. Leaving my horfe 
in the fummer-houfe, the door of which I 
took care to fecure, I advanced towards the 
light, perfuaded that there was ftiJl fomebody 
in the houfe, not yet gone to bed, and rc- 
folved to defire lodging for that night. Hav- 
ing crofled feveral walks, I arrived at a faloon, 
the door of which I found open alfo ; I enter- 
ed it} and when I had obferved all the mag- 
nificence 
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nificence of the place, by the light of a fine 
cryftal branch, I no longer doubted that I was 
in the houfe of fome rich nobleman. The 
paVement was of marble, the wainfcot very 
handfome, and curioufly gilt, the cornices, 
of admirable workmanlhip, and the cieling 

Fainted by the mod (kilful mailers : but what, 
took particular notice of, was an infinite 
number of bufts of Spanilh heroes, fupport- 
ed on pedeftals of jafper, all round the fa- - 
loon. I had Icifure enough to confider all 
thefe things, for though 1 liftened attentively 
from time to time, 1 heither heard the kail 
noife, nor faw a living creature appear. 

There being on one fide of the faloon a 
door unbolted, I half opened it, and perceiv- 
ed a range of rooms, the laft of which only 
was lighted. — " What fhall I do P (faid I to 
myfelf) ftiali I return, or boldly penetrate to 
that room ?" I concluded that the moft judici- ■ 
ous ftep would be to return as I came. But 
I could not rcfift my curiofity, or rather the 
force of deftiny that dragged me along: I 
advanced from one room to another, until I 
arrived at that in which was the light, that is, 
a caper- burning on a marble table, in a filver 
candleftick gilt. I at firft obferved very hand- 
fome and gay fummer furniture, but in a little 
time, calling my eyes upon a bed, the cur- 
tains of which were half- drawn on account 
of the heat, I faw as objeft that attracted my 
whole attention.. This was a young lady, 
who, notwithtlanding the noife of the- thun- 
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dcr, lay in a profound Qcep. I approached 
her fofily. and by the light of the taper, dif- 
covered a complexion and features that quite 
dazzled me. My heart took the alarm at the 
fight ! I felt my Ibul fmitien and tranfportedj 
but whatever emotions agitated my breart, the. 
opinion which I had of her high rank hin- 
dered me from entertaining the Icaft -rafli 
thought, and rcfpo^t prevailed over inclina- 
tion. 

While I glutted myfelf with the plcarure 
of contemplating her beauty, Iheawoice; and 
you may guefs what was her furprife when flie 
law a man whom Ihe did not know in her 
bedchamber at midnight. She trembled when 
(he perceived me, and fliricked aloud ; white 
I endeavoured to remove her fear, by kneel- 
ing before her, and faying, Madam, be not 
■afraid : 1 come not hither to do you the lead 
injury. I was going on, but her confterna- 
tion WHS fuch that (he did not hear me. She 
called her woman feveral times, but no body 
anfwering, Ibe put on a thin night-gown which 
lay at the bed's fea, got up haftily, and went 
into the rooms that I had ci^t^ed, ftjlt calling 
her maids and a younger fifter who lived un- 
der her care. I expefited to fee all her fcr- 
vants appear, and had reafon to af^rehend 
that, without being heard, I Ihould meet with 
very difagrecablt treatment -, but luckily for 
' me, (he called to no purpofe ; no body came 
but an old dinneftic, who could not have given 
her much ^iftance, bad She had any thing to 
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fear. Nevertheleii, growing more refolute by 
his prefeiice, the afked with 9 haughty air, 
who I was, and how and for what real'on I 
had the boldnefs to cater her houie. I then 
began to juftif/ myfelf, and had ho fooner 
told her th^t I found the door of the fummer- 
houfe open, than {he exclaimed, " Juft hea- 
ven ! -what do I prefage !" 

So fayingt flielfeized the light, andfearch- 
.ing air the rooms, one after another, could 
fee neither her maids, nor her fifter, but even 
obferved that they had carried off all their 
■baggage. Her fufpicions appearing now but 
too plain, ftie returned to (ne, and faid, with 
a great deal of emotion, *' Perfidious wretch ! 
add not difllmulation to treachery. It was 
not chance that brought thee here. Thou art 
one of the followers of Don Fernando de Ley- 
va, and an aObciate in his crime : but don't 
think to efcape, I have ftill people enow to 
fecure thee." ** Madam (aniwered I) do not 
confound me with your, enemies.. I know no 
fuch pedbn as Don Fernando de Leyva, and 
am even ignorant of your name and quality. 
I am an unfortunate man, whom an affair of 
honour hath obliged to leave Madrid ^ and I 
fwear by all that is facred, I would not have 
entered your houfe, had it not been for the 
. florm that furprized me ! Judge therefore 
more favourably of me, and inftead of be- 
lieving me an accomplice in the outrage you 
have luffered, think me rather difpofcd to re- 
venge it " Thefc laft words, and the tone 
Vol. II. G ,. , wiih 
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•with which they were prcmounced, appealed 
the lady, who feemed to look upon-me no 
longer as her enemy : but if her indignation 
vanifhed, it was only to make room for her 
grief. She wept bitterly ; I was melted 1^ 
her tears, and no lefs affliifted than (he, al- 
though I did not know the caufe of her for- 
row. I not only wept with her, but impatient 
-to revenge her wrongs, was feized with a tran- 
fport of fury. ** Madam, (cried I) what in- 
jury have you received ? Speak, I efpoufe 
your refentment. Shall I pUrfuc tkta Fernan- 
do, and ftab hitn to the heart ? Name all 
thofe whom you would have facrificed. Com- 
mand my fcrvice. Whateverdangers, what- 
cytr misfortunes may be attached to your ven- 
geance, that ftranger whom you thought con- 
lederatc with your enemies, will tempt them 
all, for your lake." 

This tranijport furprized the lady, and ftopt 
the courfe of her tears : " Ah, Sir ! (faid flie) 
pardon my fufpicion, on account of the cruel 
iituation jn which I am. Thefe generous fen- 
timents have undeceived Seraphina, and even 
■freed me from the Ihame of feeing a ftranger 
■witnefs to the affront put upon my family.--- 
Yes, generous unknown ! I acknowledge my 
error, and am far from rejefting your affift- 
aiice; but I aflc not the death of Don Fer- 
nando."---*' Well, madam, (I replied) what 
icrvices can you cxpeft of me?" " Sir, (an- 
iwcred Seraphina) the caufe of my complaint 
ii this : Don Fernandct dc L^va is in love 
o,-,..vGoogicwitl» 
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with my fifter Julia, whom he faw by ac- 
cident at Toledo, where we ufually live. — 
Three months ago he afked her in marriage 
of the count de Polan, my father, who re- 
fufcd his confent, on account of an old en- 
mity fubfifting between our families* — My 
fifter, not yet fifteen years of age, muft hare 
been weak enough to follow the advice irf my 
women, whom Don Fernando has, doubtlei^ 
brilxrd to his intereft -, and he, informed of our 
being by oiirfelves in this country-houfe, has 
taken this opportunity of carrying her off,— 
1 want therefore to know what retreat he has 
chofen for her, that ray father and brother, 
who have been at Madrid thefe two months, 
may take their meafures accordingly. In the 
•name of God! (added Ihe) give yourfelf the 
trouble of trayerfing the neighbourhood of 
Toledo, and of making an cxa& inquiry* about 
the ravilher : — my family will be eternally in- 
debted-to you for the favour." 

The lady did dot confider, that the em- 
ployment which (he prefcribed fornw, but 
ill agreed with the circumftanccs of a man 
who cpuld not gec^ut of Caflile too fooa. — 
But how was it poflible for her to make this 
refleftion, which did not even occur to me i 
Charmed with the happinefs of finding my- 
felf lieceflary to the mofl: amiable perfon hi 
the world, I accepted the commiflion with. * 
tranfport of joy, and promlfed to acquit my- 
fclf with equal diligence and zeal. - In efFeft* 
I did not wait for day, in order to go and ' 
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■accomplifh my promifc j but quitted Scraphina 
-on the inftant, conjuring her to pardon mc 
■for the fright I had occafioned, and alluring 
her that (he ftiould hear news of me in a very 
little time. — I went out as I had come in ; 
but fo much ingrofled by the lady, that it 
was not difficult for me to perceive Z was al- 
ready captivated by her beauty : I was the 
more confirmed in this, by the eagernefs I fek 
in fcrving her, and the amorous chimeras 
■which my imagination produced. — I fancied 
that Scraphina, although pofieffed by her for- 
row, had obferved my growing paffion, and 
beheld it perhaps not "without ibme pleafure: 
I even imagined, that if I could bring her. 
aiiy news of her fitter, and the affair ihould . 
turn out according to her wifli, the whole 
would redound to my honour, 

Don Alphonfo interrupting the thread of 
his ftofy in this place, faid to the old hermit, 
« I beg pardon, father, if, too full of mjr 
paflion, I enlarge ypon circumftances which 
are, doubtlcfs, tedious to you. ** No, my 
fon, (replied the anchorite) they are far from 
tcing tedious : I am even pleafed to know 
how far you are fmitten by this young lady 
of whom you talk, that I may regulate my 
advice accordingly." 

" My imagination heated with thefe flat- 
tering ideas, (refumed ihe young man) I 
fearched two days for Julia's riviflicr : but it 
was to no purpofe for rre to make all ima- 
ginable inquiry ; I could rotdifcover the leaft 
o,...,GooQ^aces 
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traces of him. Very much mortified at hav- 
ing reaped no fruit from my refearches* 1 re- 
turned to Seraphina, whom I expefted to find 
in the utmoft anxiety : but (he was miM:h 
more tranquil than I imagined, and informed 
nie that Ihe had been more lucky than I ; that 
ihe knew what was become of her fifter, hav- 
ing received a letter from Don Fernando him- 
felf^ importing^ that being privately married, 
to Julia, he had placed her in a convent at: 
Toledo. "I have fern his letter to my fa- 
ther, (added Seraphina) I hope the affair will 
terminate in an achicable manner, and that a- 
&>lemn marri^e will in a fhort time ^tin-: 
guiOi the hatred which has fo long, divided 
©ur families."- 

When the laijy had made me acquainted. 
with her fifter's fate, flw made an aprology for , 
the. trouble ffae had given me, and the danger 
- to which &e might have imprudently expofed 
iae» by engaging me to purfuc a raviflier, 
wjthqut remembering that I had told her I wm 
obliged to fly, on account of an affair of ho-, ■ 
aouf: — r(hc excufcd herfelf therefore in .the 
mofl: obliging terms, and, as I had need of" 
reft, carried me into the faloon, where we fat 
down together. — She wore a loofc gown of 
white tafiety with black flripes, and a tittle . 
hat of the fame ftulf, with a black plume of . 
feathers, which made me guefs that flie was a 
widow ; tho' (he appeared fo young, that X . 
did not know what to think gfbcr condition.. 

D5-,z,tb,V-.,OOglC 
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If I longed for an explanation on this head* 
flie was no lefs dcfirous of knowing who I 
was i and accordingly, begged that I would tell 
her my name, not doubting (as Ihc faid) that 
by my noble air, and ftill more thtf generous 
pity that made me enter fo warmly into her 
interefts, I belonged to fome confiderable fa- 
mily. — The queftion cmbarraifed me not a 
RttlCi I bkilhed, was confounded, .and own, 
tliat being lefs afhamed to lye than to tell the- 
truth, I anfwered, I was the fon of the B9ron 
dc Steinbach, an officer of the German guards. 
■** Tell me likcwife, (replied the lady) for what 
Tcalbn you quitted Madrid ? I offer you, be- 
forehand, all the credit of my father, as well. 
zs of my brother Don Gafpard : that . is the 
■ leaft mark of gratitude I can Iliew to a gentle- 
ii«H, who n^lcfled the care of his own life: 
to ferve me." 1 made no difficulty of re- 
counting to her all the ctrcumftances of my- - 
dud i upon which flie blamed the gentleman 
A^K>m I-had flain, and promifedto intereft her,- 
whole family in my favour: 

' When I lud fatisfied her curiofity^ I begged 
her to gratify muie, and aflccd whether ncr 
fairfi was free -of plighted. " Three years- 
ago (flie replied) my father obliged mc to 
marry Don Diego de Lara, and I have been 
a widow fifteen nwnths." — *^ Madam, (faid; 
I) -what misfortune has deprived you' of your 
hufband fo foon ?" " I will tcU you. Sir, (re- 
fumed the lady) in return for the confidence 
jg u have rcpofed in me." 

« Don 
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•* Don Diego de Lara was a very genteel 
cavalier, who enteitained the moit violent 
paflion for me, and, in order to pjeafe me* 
put in praftice (every day) all that the moft 
tended and palHonate lover could invent, to* 
make himfelf agreeable to the objcft of iii» ' 
flame ; but though he poflclTed athoufand good 
giialitici, he could never touch my heart, 
Lovcis not always the cfiedt of aOiduities and 
diftinguiflied merit.~~-Ala$ 1 (added Ibc) an 
utter ftranger often enchants us at Brit fight. 
Well, it was not in my power to love him v 
more confounded than charmed with the tokeos- 
of his tendernefs, to which I was forced to 
make returns without inclination ; tho* i. In fc* 
cret, taxed myfelf with ingratitude. I like- 
wife found my own fituation very unhappy^ 
Unluckily for him, as well as me, his deli- 
cacy was ftill greater than his love. He dif- 
covered in my aftions and difcourfe the moft: 
fecret emotions of my breatt, and dived tO' 
the very bottom of my fou). He complained 
inceHantty of my indifference, and deemed 
himfelf the more unhappy in being unable to- 
plcafe me, becaufe he very well knew that 
there was no rival in his way : for I was fcarce 
fixtecn years old, and, before he offered me- 
his hand, he had gained over all my women,, 
vhoaffured him that no man had as yet at- 
traded my regard. — " Yes, Seraphina, (her 
would often fay) I wilh you had been pre-^ 
poifefled in favour of another, and that alone: 
wCTC the caufe of your indiffirrcnce ta me :: 
G 4 D,-,..b,GooQrc my 
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my affiduities and your own virtue would tri- 
umph over thac prejudice -, but I defpair of 
(taking a conqueft of your heart, fmce it re- 
mains untouched by all the love I have Ihewn." 
Tired with hearing him repeat the fame dif- 
courfe, 1 told him, that, inftead of troubling 
his repofe and mine by too much delicacy, he 
would do well to leave his grievances to time. 
And truly, one of my age was not capable- 
.of rel?fliing the refinements of fuch a delicate' 
J aflion : lo that Don Diego ought to have; 
taken my advice : but feeing a whole year 
elapfed, without hiS beingfarthcr advanced than 
the firft day, he loft his patience, or ratlicr his 
reafon ; and pretending to have an affair of 
confequence at coilrt, departed to fcrve as a' 
volunteer in the Low Countries, where he 
foon found In battle, that which he wcnt'trf 
feek : I mean the end of his torments and' 
life." 

After the lady had favoured me with this- 
relation, the (ingular charafter of her hufband 
became tlie fubjedt of our difcourfe •, in which 
we were interrupted by the arrival of a' cou- 
rier, who delivered to Scraphina a letter from 
the Count de Polan,- — She alTfed ray permif- 
fion to read it, and I obferved, that while (he 
perufed it, Qie grew pale, and trembled. Af- 
ter having read it, Ihe lifted up her eyes to 
heaven, heaved a profound figh, and her face 
was in a moment covered with tears. I could 
riot behold her grief with tranquillity : I was 
greatly difturbed ; and, as if I hsd prefaged 
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t^e crad ftrokc.I was to fu6ef, felt myfclf. 
ehilkd with a mortal fear. '* Madam, (laid . 
I, with a faiiltering voice) may I a(k what are 
thefatal contents of that letter?" '* There, 
Slrr (replied Seraphina in a melancholy man- 
ner, giving me the paper) read yourfclf what 
my father writes. Alas 1 you are but too 
much concerned." 

I was confounded at hu* words, and, tiem- . 
bling while I took, the letter, read : 

« YOUR brother Don Gafpard fought 
" X yeftcrday in the Prado *, where he re- 
" ceived a mortal thruft, of which he died 
** this day : having declared in his laft mo- 
•* mcnts, that the perfon who killed him is 
" the fon of Baron de Stcinbach, an officer of 
** the German guards. — What adds to the 
" misfortune is, that the murderer has efcaped 
" me by flight ; but wherefoever he conceals 
" himfelf, I (hall fpare no pains to find hint " 
•' out J for which piirpofe I will write to fome 
" governors, who will not fail to apprehend 
*' him, .if he pafles thro' the towns of their 
*' jurifdi£tion j and by letters directed to other 
** people, I will caufe all the roads to be 
" blocked up. 

The Count de Polan." 

You may cafily conceive how all my facul- 
ties were difordcred by this billet. I remained 

* Prado, (which fignifleta mtidow) N thepufclickwalkMHa- 
drid,.!! the l^iik is at London. 

GS r , ^^ 
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for fome moments without motion or power 
of fpeech ; and even in the midft of this de- 
prclllon, peFceiving what a fatal obftru«^ion 
the death of Don Gafpard would be to my 
love, was feized with the mod violent dcfpair t 
I threw myfelf at the feet of Seraphina, and 
prefenting my naked fword, *' Madam, (faid 
I) fpare the Count de Potan the trouble of 
finding out a man, who might conceal him- 
fclf from his refentment. Rever^ your bro*-. 
ther, by facrificing his murderer wich your 
own hand. — Strike, Madam, and let the lame 
fword that deprived him of life, become fa- 
tal to his unfortunate adveriary." ** Sir, (re- 
flied Seraphina, affe&ed with my behaviour) 
loved Don Gafpard j therefore, altho' you 
Jtilled him honourably, and he brought his 
-misfortune upon himfelf, you may be afibred 
1 enter into the refentment of my father. Yes, 
TJdd Alphonfo, I am your entmy, and will 
aft arainft you every thing that the ties- of 
blood and friendfhip can require: but I will 
not take the advantage of your bad fortune, 
which has put you iir my power. — The fame 
■ honour that arms me againft you, hinders me 
from taking a bafc revenge. The rights of 
. hofpitality ought to be inviolable, and there- 
fore 1 will not repay the fervice you have done 
me, wit)) the conduft of an aflaffin. — Fly, 
then } eiiide, if you can, our purfuit and the 
rigour of the lawp, and fave your life from the 
iau^er ihafcthfejtens, it.!; 

D.5™t.b,Google 
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*• How, Madam ! (I replied) when you^ 
can revenge yourlelf, do you leave it to the- 
laws, which may perhaps baulk, your relenc- 
ment ? Ah ! rather pierce the heart of a mi- 
.ferable wretch, who does not defervc your 
forbearance ! No, Madam, do not honour me 
with fuch a noble and generous proceeding. — 
You know tiot who I am : though I pais in 
Madrid for the ion of the Baron de Steinbach,. . 
1 am no other than an unfortunate foundling,, 
■whom he has brought up, out of pure com-, 
padton : I do not even, know the authors of 
my being." " No matter^ (faid Seraphina,), 
(interrupting me with precipitation, as if my, 
laft words had given her new pain) were you. 
the loweft of mankind, I will do what ho- 
nour prefcribes." ' " Well,, Madam, (faid i)| 
fince the death of a brother cannot provoke, 
yju to (hed my blood, i wJll inccnfe you b/ 
a new cfime ; the audacity of which, I hope^ 
you will not cxcufe. — I adore you — I could 
not behold your charms without being daz2lei 
with them j and, in fpite of the obfcurity of 
my fate, had entertained the hope of makig; 
you mine for ever. I was fo much in love, 
or rather fo vain, as to flatter rayfelf thac 
heaven (which perhaps favours me by keep- 
ing my origin concealed) would dif^lofe it to 
me- one day, when I ihould be able to tell you. 
my name without a blulh. — After this coii- 
feflion, which injures you fo. much^ do you " 
flill hcfitate in punifliing me?" " This rn!h( 
declarntior: CreDliird rh» la:Jv) would,, d'^nVcV- 
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lefs, ofFcnd me at ^ another time, bat I par- 
don ir, in confideration of your prefent agi- 
tation : befides, my own anxiety will not per- 
mit me to attend to fuch difcourfe. Once 
morc,-Don Alphonfo, (added '{he, fhedding 
fome tears) leave this place, fly from a houfc 
you have trlled with forrow ; for every mo- 
. mcnt you ftay, increafes my affliflion." "Ma- 
dam, I will no longer refift, (faid I, rifing) I 
mull banifh myfelf from you ; but think not 
that, ftudious of prefcrving a life which is 
odious to yog, I will go and fcek an afylunrv 
■where 1 'can be I'ccure. — No, no ! I devote- 
myfelf to your reientment. — I will gato To- 
ledo, wait with impatience for the fate you 
jdecree, and expofing myfclf to your purfuit^ 
advance willingly towards the eDd of my mis-- 
foriunes." 

Sb faying, I withdrew r my horfe was • 
brought cMt for me, and I repaired to To- 
ledo *, where 1 ftaid a whole week i and„ 
truly, was at fo little pains to conceal myfelf^'. 
that 1 don't know how I efcaped being taken v 
fcr f cannot believe that the Count de Polan,. 
whofe chief care was to Ihut up all the pal- 
fages againfl; me, would imagine that 1 could 
not pafs thro' Toledo. — In fine, I yeftcrday 
left that city,- where I feemed to be tired of 

■ Toledo, fituaicd on the Tigit, ii the ciplnl of New CaAilsr 
the feal of aniTchbilhop, piimite of >n Spain ; it wi> formerly 
faiDDui for a circus, capabli of cODtaintng ijoooo peopi*. 
Tlwie ii 1 great manuTaflure of filk and nooUtn ftafft io thit 
city i Id wlJch loo,' ara made the belt bJado in (be world ), 
whcoce • (oed ta>etd ii b«qata\Sj callad » Toledo. 
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liberty j and without keeping any cert^n road, 
am com^ to this hermitage* like a man who . 
has nothing to fear. — You fee* father, what 
engrofles my thoughts^ and I crave the aflift- 
ance of your advice. 

C H A P. XL 

f he eld hermit difcevers him/elf^ and Gil Bias 
perceives that he is among h's acquaintance. 

ALphonfo having ended the melincbc^ 
narration of his misfortunes, the old 
hermit faid m Mm, '• Soiv you have been 
very imprudent vet flaying & long at T<^do. 
I look upon all you have recoutucd^ in a tight 
Tery different from diM in which you fee it, 
and your paflion for Seraphina is,, in my opi- 
nion, pure machic^s. Believeme, you muft for- 
get that young lady, who cannoC poffibly be 
yours. — Yield, therefore, with a good grace 
to the obftacles that feparate you from her, 
and follow your deftiny, which, in all likeli- 
hood, will be produftive of many other ad- 
ventures.^You wili, queftionlefe, find fomc 
ether young lady, who will -make the fame 
tmpre0iQn upon your heart, and whofe bro- 
ther you have not (lain." 

He was going to add a great many other 
things, in order to exhort Don Alphonfo to 
have patience, when we faw anochcr hermit, 
loaded with a wallet well ftuffed, enter the 
hermitage.' He was come from the town of 
Cuenca, where he had made a. very fuccefsful 
gather- 
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gathering; feemcd younger than his com- 
panion, and wore a red buftiy beard. *• Weir 
come, brother Antonio, (faid the old Anchor 
rite to him) wiiat news from town ?" " Bad- 
enough, (anfwercd the red-haired brother, put- 
ting 3 letter in his hand) that billet will inform 
you." The fenior, having opened .and read 
it with fuitable attention, cried, " God be 
pralfed ! fince the plot is difcovered, we muft 
regulate our conduct accordingly. Let us 
change our ftile (added he). Signior Don Al- 
phonfo,. you fee a man expofed,, like yourfelf,, 
to the caprice of fortune. I am informed" 
from Cuenca, which is a town about a le^ue 
from this, that fomebody has done me an ill 
office with juitice ; all the . ^nts of which. 
arc to fet out to-morrow for this, hermitage,, 
in order to fecure my perfon. : but they Ihan't , 
Bnd the hare in the gin.; — This is not the hrli 
time that I have been in fuch dilemmas.^— 
Thank God, I have almoU ^ways extricated 
myfelf in another fbape-, for fuch as you fee 
Bje, I am neither an old man nor a hermit." 

So &ying, he ftript himfejf of a long robe 
which he wore, and appeared in a, doublet of 
black fcige with flaflied (lecves. — Then be 
pulled off his caps untied, a firing that fupr 
ported his falfe beard, and, all of.a fudden, 
affumed the figure of a man between twenty 
and thirty years of age. Brother Antony, 
by hjs example, quitted his hermitis habit, 
lid himfelf of 'his red beard in the fame nian- 
tv. as his companion hjul done,, and took out 
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of an old worm-eaten coffer a Oiabby (hort 
calTock, with which he cloathed himfelf. — 
But you may guefs my furprife, when, in the 
J>erfon of the old Anchorite, I recoDeded Sig- 
nior Don' Raphael ; and in that of brother 
Antony, my moft dear and faithful valet, 
Ambrofe de Lamela ! — " Good God ! (cried 
I, immediately) I find I am among my ac- 
quaintance here."' — " True, Signior Gil Blas^ 
(faid Raphael, fmiling) you have found two 
of your friends when you leaft expcfted it, 
] confefs you have fome reafon to complain 
of us ; but let us forget what is pa(t» and 
thank heaven for our meeting againi. Am- 
brofe and I make a tender ^ oht feevices ; 
and I can tell you, they are not to be delpired. 
You mull not think us the worft of mankind : 
we neither aOault nor aflafllnate : we feefc 
only to live at the expenceof our neighboursv 
and if theft be a crime, ncccffity excufes the 
uijuftice. A0bciKe with us, and lead a ram?^ 
biing life, which Is extremely agreeaWc, whcij 
conduced wkhprudence,; not but, wiih all: 
cur fagacity, the chain of fecond caufes i» 
ibmeiimes fuch, that, we meet with unlucky 
adventures!" What then!' we enjoy the good 
■with the better nelifti qn that,ycry: account — • 
We arc hardened againlt inconftant^ weather^ 
and accuftomed to the viciflitudcs of fortune." 
'■* Signior Cavalier, {added the falfc hep* 
Viit, fpeaking xp Don Alphonfo) we make 
cfte* fame propofal to you, which* confidering 
j^r^refent, lituation, I think you ought npt 
to. 



I j6 The ADVENTURES of 
Go reject ; for, not to mention the a&ir that 
oblia;e5 you to conceal yourfelff you muft cer- 
tainly be m want of money." *' Yes» truly, * 
(faid Don Alphonfo) and that, I own, in- 
creafcs my chagrinJ* — " Well, then (replied 
Raphael) don't leave us ryou cannot do bet- 
ter than to join your fbrtuns to ours: you 
fliall want nothing ; and we will baffle all the 
fearch (rf your enemies. We know almoft 
eveiy inch of Spain, hawing travcil'd over it j. 
and are acquainted with the waods« moun- 
tains,, and every [^aee proper &r an afylum 
againft. the brutality of jyftice." Don A1-. 
phonfo thanked them for their good will, and; 
being actually without money OK refource, re- 
folved to beax them company.. I came to die. 
&me determination, becaufe t would not teave- 
the young gentlensan, fior whom I felt agrow- 
log friendship. 

Having agreed U>-go all'ti^ether, we be> 
gan to detiboate whether we Ihould fct out 
that inftant, or, Brit of all,, give fome aflauks 
to a full bottle of excellent wine, which bro« 
ther Antony,, the day before, had brought 
from Cuenca : but Raphael,, as a man of the 
greateft experience among us, reprefcnted that* 
bcfoie every thir^ elfe, we miift think of our 
fafety. He was of opinion, therefore, that 
we (hould march all night, in order to gain a. 
very thick wood between Villardda and A1-* 
modabar, in which we fhould halt, and, being 
perfcaiy fecure, fpend the day in taking our 
j^epofc. This adyice being approved, the fal^ 
hermits: 
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hermits made two bundles of their baggage 
and provifions, and laid them in asquilibria 
on Don Alphonfo's horfe. Tliis was done - 
with great expedition j after which we quitted 
the hermitage, leaving as a prey to juftice^ 
the two hcnnit-rbbes, with the white and red 
beards, two pallets, a table, a rottfen cheft, 
two old ftraW-bottomcd chairs, and. the image ■ 
of St. Patomo. 

■ We walked all nighf, and ' began to feet 
ourfcivis very much wtiguedj whert,. at day- 
break, we perceived the wood to which Wc 
were boilnd. The fight of a port gives ne* 
vigour to failors tired with a Ibng Voyage ! — : 
We accordingly; took courage, artd at laff ar- 
ri^ied-at the tn^ of Oiif journey btfdre fun- 
rife, yenetratirg ihKJ_ the tliicktft part of the 
wood, we ftbpt at A very agreeable fpdt upon, 
a fmall glade, furrbunded with a good many 
tall oaks ; the branches .of which meetirig, 
formed an utrlbrageous itch, impervious to; 
ttie heat 0/ the day. Here" wd unbridled die' 
Korfe to let him fted, (after we had unloaded 
him) and fitting down together, took Out of 
brother Antony's wallet fome large pieces of . 
bread, with a good many flices of roafted 
meat, and began to attack them as if for a " 
wager. * NeVertheleft, in fpite of our appe-. 
rites, we often l^ft off eating to embrace the 
bottle, which inceflantty circulated,, paffing- 
from the clafp of one into the embraces of 
another. 

To- 
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Towards the end of the rcpaft, Don Ra- 
phael faid to Don Alphonfo, " Signior Ca- 
valier, after the confidence you have honour- 
ed me with, it is butjuft, that I recount to- 
you the hiftory of my life, with the fame fin- 
iierity." •* It will give me great pleafure," 
(replied the young man j) " And me in par- 
ticular (cried I ;) for I have an extreme cu- 
riofity to hear your adventures, wiiieh are 
doubtlcfs well worth our attention." " That 
I'll anfwer for, (replied Raphael) and I in- 
tend to commit them to writing one day. — 
That fliall be the amufemetit of my old age } 
for I am ftill young, and would have the vo- 
lume enlarged : but at prefent we are fatigued. 
Let us refrcfli ourfelves with a few hours of 
ficep: while we three enjoy our reftf AfiSbrofe 
will watch againft all furprife, and then fleep 
in his turn. Tho' 1 believe we are very faic 
in this place, it is always good to be upon our 
guard." So faying, he ftretched himfelf upon 
Uic graft, Don Alphonfo did the fame, I 
Allowed their example, and Lamela ftood. 
Jfentry. . 

Don Alphonfo, inftead of taking fomc re- 
pofe, kept hin^&lf awake with refle6ting upon 
his misfortunes ; and I could not clofe an! 
eye. As for Don Raphael, he foon fell afleep j. 
but awaking an hour after, and feeing us dif- 
pofed to liften, he faid to Lamela, *' Friend 
Ambrofe, thou may'ft now take a comfbrti- 
able nap. " No, no, (replied Lamela) I 
have 
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have no inclination to Qeep ; and tho* I am 
well acquainted wit;b aU the paflages of your 
life, they are fo inftruftive for people of our 
proieffion, that I ihall be very well entertain- 
ed in hearing them recounted once more." 
Don Raphael immediately, began the luftory 
«f ha life in thcfie terms. 



The End of the Fourtr Book. 
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GILBLASof Santillane.- 
B Q O K V. 

c H A P. I. 

Th bifivr^ ef Dm RaphaeL 

OAm the fon of an aflrels at Madrid^ 
whofe name was Lucinda, famous for 
her theatrical talents, and ftill more 
forhergallantry. As for my father, I 
cannot, without prefumptLon, affumeany one 
in particular. 'Tis true, I might tell what man 
of quality was inlove with my mother when I 
came into the world ; but that epocha would by 
no means be a convincing proof of his being 
the author of my birth. A woman of my mo- 
ther's profefTion is fo little to be trufted, that, 
even wliile fhe appears the moil attached to. 

QDfi 
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one nobleman, ihe almoft ahrajrs itttiAitutes 
in his place fome other perfon for his money. 

Ther&*s nothing Ukeputting one's felf above 
icandal : Lucinda, inftead of bringing me up 
in cibfciirity at her own houfe, took me by 
'the hand, without cereniony, and carried me 
{o the theatre in a very honourable manner, 
without giving herfelf any trouble about the 
difcourfe that pafs'd ac her evpence, or, the 
-malicious fneers that the light of me never 
■failed to excite.-^In a word, I was her do- 
ling, and carefs'd by all the men that vifited 
her, fo moch, that it Jooked as if nature 
pleaded with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to pafs the twelve firft years 
■of my life in all Ibrts of frivolous araufc- 
■mcnts ; — fcarcewas Itaught to read and write j 
and ftill lefs pains were taken to initiate me in 
ihe principles of my religion : I learned only 
40 dance, fing, and play upon the guitarre. — 
This was all I could do, when the mdrquis ' 
de Leganez afkcd me as a companion to his 
only fon, who was pretty much of my ^e. 
Lucinda willingly complied -with his requelV, 
snd it was then I began to think ferioufly. 
Yoang Leganez was not farther advanced 
than I : that Utile nobleman did not feem qua- 
lified by nature for the fciences. He hardly 
knew ont letter of his alphabet, although he 
had been under the inftruftion of a preceptor 
fifteen months — His other matters fucceeded 
no belter : he exhaufted their patience. They 
were not, indeed, permitted co xiie rigour; 
but 
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but exprefsly ordered to inftrud;, without toi^ 
menting him ; and that order, joined to hi$ 
natural dullnefs, rendered all their lellbns of 
little or no cffeft. 

But the preceptor invented an excellent ex- 
pedient to intimidate the young nobleman, 
without cOntradifling his father's order. He 
refolved to flog me, when his pupil defcrved 

Jiunifhment v and he did not fail to put his re- 
biuiion in -praftice. Not relilhing this expe- 
dient, I ran awajr, and complained to my mo- 
ther of fuch unjuft' treatment : but; in Ipite 
of all her tendcmefs for me, fhe had ftrength 
enough to refifl; my tears, and confidering that 
it was a great advantage for her fon to live 
with the Marquis de Lcganez, fcnt me. back, 
immediately. I was now abandoned, to the 
preceptor, who perceiving that his invendon 
had produced a good etfe«, continued to Bog 
me ftill, inftead of the young nobleman ; and, 
■ in order to make the deeper imprcffion upon 
him, difciplined me with great feverity. I 
was fure to pay, every day, for young Lega- 
nez i and I may 'venture to affirm, that he 
did not learn one letter of his alphabet, which 
did not coft me an hundred lafhcs. Judge you 
what his rudiments flood me in. 

The birch was not the on]^ difagreeable 
thing I fuffered in this houfe ; as every body 
knew me, themeaneft fervant, even the fcul- 
lions, reproached me with my birth. This 
difgufted me fo much, that ^ r^ away one 
day, after having found means to fcize the 
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' preceptor's whole ftocfc of ready money, which 
might amount to an hundred and lifcy ducats. 
Such was the vengeance I took, for the ftripes 
he had fo unjuftly beftowed upon me. I per- 
formed this ilightof hand with admirable dex- 
terity, though it was my firft efTayj and hav- 
ing had the addrefs to bafHe the fearch that 
■was made for me during two days, left Ma- 
drid and repaired to Toledo, without being 
purfued. 

I was then juft going into my fifteenth year. 
What a pleaiure it was to be independent at 
that ^e, and entirely mafter of my own ac- 
tions! I foon contracted acquaintance with 
young people, who poliftied me up, and aflift-' 
ed me to {bend my ducats : I alTociated with 
knights of the poft, who cultivated my happy 
diipofition fo well, that, in a little time, I be- 
came one of the moft dexterous of the order. 
At the end of five years, being feized with 
an inclination to travel, I quitted my con- 
federates, and beginning my peregrinations 
. by Eftremadura, went as .far as Alcantara : 
but "before I reached that place, finding ^n 
opportunity of exerting my talents, I did not 
let it efcape. Being a-foot, and moreover 
loaded with a pretty heavy knapfack, I fre- 
quently halted to repofe myfelf under the trees, 
that offered me their fhade, at a little diftance 
from the highway. In one of thefe refting- 
places, I found two lads very well drcffed, 
talking merrily on the grafs, while they en- 
joyed the' coolncfs of the fliadc. J faluted 
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them very courteouQy, and altered into con. 
verfation with them, at which they did not 
feem' difplcafed. The eldeft was not more' 
than fifteen, and they ieemeU both to be ex- 
tremely raw. '* Signior cavalier, (faid the 
youngeft to mc) we arc iTons of two rich citi- 
zens of Placentia, who longing extremely 
to fee the kingdom of Portugal, in order to 
fatisfy our curiofity, have taten an hundred 
piftoles each from our parents : and as we tra- 
vel a-foot, hope to go a great way with that 
fum. What is your opinion of the matter ?." 
»' If I had fo much (I replied) God knows 
where I fliould goj I would vifit the four" 
' corners of the world. What the devil ! two 
hundred pinoles I 'tis an immenfe fum, and 
you'U never fee the end of it. If it be aarcc-- 
able to you, gentlemen, {added I) I fhallhave. 
the honour of accompanying you as far as 
|the city of Almcria, where I am going to 
take polTeflion of the eftate of an uncle, who 
has been fettled in that place twenty years, or 
thereabouts." 

The young citizens aflured me, they wouhl 
. be glad of my company. Whereupon, hav- 
ing relied ourfelves a little, we fet forward* 
all together,, towards Alcantara, where we m-- 
rived a good while before night, and went to 
lodge at a good inn. We afked for a room, 
and were ftiewn into one,' where there was a 
prefs with a key in it. Having befpoke fup- 
per, I propofed to my comrades, that we 
Ihouid go and fee the town, while it was gct- 
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ing ready. They accepted the propofal, 'we. 
locked our knapfacks in the prels, the key of 
which one of the citizens put in his pocket, 
and going. out of the inn, went to view the 
churches. While we were in the cathedral, I 
pretended, allofafudden, to have an affair 
of confequence in hand, and faid to my com- 
panions, " Gentlemen, I have juft recoliedt- 
ed, that a perfon of Toledo deflred me to 
deliver a Jhort meffage to a merchant, who 
lives near this church. Pray wait for me 
here, and 1*11 be back in an inftant." So fay- 
ing, I left them, ran to the inn, flew to the 
cheft, forced the lock, and rummaging the 
knapfacks of my young cits, found their pif- 
tales. Poor children ! I did not leave them 
fo much as one to pay for their night'siodg- 
ing. I carped all off, quitted the town as 
faft as polTible, and took the road to Merida, 
without giving myfeif any farther concern 
about them. 

That adventure put me in a condition to 
travel agreeably: though I was young, 1 found 
myfeif capable of condu6ling myfeif with pru- 
dence ; and I may fay, I was pretty old, con- . 
fidering my years. Having refolved to buy 
a mule, I put my refolution in pratftice at the 
next village. I even converted my knaplack 
into, a portmanteau, and began to affume a 
little more of the man of confequence. On 
the third day, 'I met a man finging vefpers, 
as loud as he could roar, on the highway. 
Judging, by his appearance, that he was a 

Vol. JI. "H ■ ' . di-m- 
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chanter, I accofted him with courage. " Sig- 
nior batchclor, you fmg purely, your heart 
goes with your profefliorl, I fee." '* Sir, (an- 
Iwered he) I am a chanter at yout fervice, 
and amufe myfelf with clearing my pipcv as 
you hear.'* 

In this manner we entered into converfa-- 
tion, and I perceived that I had got in com- 
pany with a moft witty and agreeable fellow, 
about four or five and twenty years old. As 
he travelled on foot, I made my mule walk 
llowly, that I might have the pleafure of con- 
verfing with him ; and, among other things, 
the difcourfe turned on Toledo. *' I know 
that city perfeftly well, (laid the chanter) 
having lived a good while in it, and 1 believe 
have lome friends there." " In what place 
(anfwered I, interrupting him) did you live 
3t Toledo ?*' He replied, " in the new ftreet. 
I lived with Don Vincent de Buena Garra, 
Pon Matthias de Cordel, and two or three 
more gentlemen of honour ; we lodged, eat, 
pndpaliedour time agreeably together." Thcfe 
words furprized me ; for it mult be obferved, 
that thofe gentlemen, whofe names he men- 
tioned, were the very (harpers with whom I 
had kept company at Toledo. " Signior 
f hanter, (cried 1) thofe gentlemen, whom you 
have named, are of my acquaintance, and I 
Jived with them in the new ftreet." " I ua- 
dcrftand you, (he replied, fmiling) that is to 
fay, you are entered into the company, fince I 
Jtlt it tliree years ago, " I have (faid I) quit^ 
" ■ o,-,...,Godgic ted 
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*ed thefe gentlemen, becaufe I was feized with 
an inclinaiion to travel. I intend to make the 
-tour of Spain i knowing that 1 (hall improve 
by experience." " Without doubt (he re- 
/p}ied)~one mufl: travel before he can have a 
finilhed education : it was for this reafon that 
1 left Toledo, where I lived very agreeably. 
1 thank heaven (added he) for having met, 
when I leaft expedted it, a knight of my own 
order. Let us join, travel together, make 
attempts on our neighbour's purfe, and lay 
h(dd of every occafion that prefents itfelf, of 
exerting our (kill." 

He made this propofal fo frankly, and with 
fuch a good grace, that I accepted it. He 
won my confidence all of a fudden, in be- 
ftowing his upon me, and we unbofomed our- 
felves to one another. I recounted my hiftory 
to him, and he made no myftery of his ad- 
ventures to me ; letting me know, that he 
was juft come from Portalegro, whence an 
unfuccefsful rrick had obliged him to efcape 
with" precipitation, in the drefs he now wore. 
After he had communicated to me his whole 
aflrairs, we refolved to go to Merida together, 
in order to try our fortune, by ftriking fomc 
lucky" ftroke, if poflible ; and then imme- 
diately decamping, to remove elfewhere. From 
that moment, our ftock became common be- 
twixt us i indeed Moralez (fo my companioa 
-was called) was not in a very brilliant litua- 
tion. His whole fortune confifted of five or 
Ex ducats, with fome baggage that he carried 
Ha iK?t 
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in a wallet : but if I was richer than he, in 
ready money, ■ he, on the other hand, was 
more confummate than I, in the art of de- 
ceiving mankind. 

We mounted my mule by turns, and, in 
this manner, arriving at Merida, halted at an 
inn of the fuburbs, where my comrade took 
out of his wallet a drefs, in which he was no 
Iboner cloathed, than he went to take a turn 
through the town, reconnoitre the ground, 
and look for an opportunity of going to work. 
We confidcred every objeft that prefented it- 
felf, with great attention, and, as Homer 
would have faid, refembled two kites, that 
caft their eyes abroad, to look for birds on 
which to prey. In Ihort, we waited, in hopes 
that chance would afford an occafion, on which 
we might employ our induftry, when we per- 
ceived in the ftreet, an old grey-haired gentle- 
man fighting againft three men, who pulhed 
hard athim. I'was lliocked at the inequality 
of the combat, and, as I am naturally a tilter, 
flewf to the afliftance of the old man : Mora- 
lez following my example, we attacked the 
gentleman's three enemies, and obliged them 
to feek their fafety in -flight. 

The fenior was, mighty thankful. " We 
are very glad (laid I to him) that we happen- 
ed to be here fo feafonably, to give you aflift- 
ance : but let us know, at leaft, who we have 
had the good fortune to fervCi and pray tell 
us, for what reafon thofe three men would 
have afliflinated you. *' Gentlemen, (he re- 
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plied) I am too much obliged, to refiife the 
&tisfa6);ion you defire. My name is Jerome 
de Moyadas, and I Itve on my fortune in this 
feity : one of thofe affiUTmb, from whom you 
have delivered me-, made love k> my daiiglv- 
ter, atked her of me in marriage fome days 
ago ; and as he could not obtain my confent, 
attacked me, fword in hand, in order to be re- 
venged." " And may one aflc {I replied) your 
reafon for refufingyour confentto that gentle- 
man ?" " I will tell you (faid he) I had a 
brother, a merchant in this city, whofe name 
■was Auguftin ; two months ago he was at 
Calatrava, and lodged at the houie of Juan 
Vcicz de Menbrilla, his oirrefpondent, virith 
whom he was fo intimate, that, in order to 
ftrengthen their friendfhip ftill more, he pro- 
mifed my only daughter Florentina in mar- 
riage to his fon, not donbting that he had 
credit enough with me to perform his pro- 
mife. Accordingly, my brother, upon his 
return to Merida, no Iboner mentioned the 
aifair,.than I, out of love to him, contented 
to the marriage. He then fent Florentlna's 
pifture to Calatrava -, but alas ! had not the 
iatisfaftion of finifliing the work, for he died 
three weeks ago ; conjuring me, on his death- 
bed, to difpofe of my daughter to none but 
4iis <^rrefpondent's fon. This I promifed, and 
on thisaccountrefufed Florentina to the gentle- 
men who aHaulted me, although he is^ a very 
advantageous match. I am a flavc to my 
word, and every moment expeft the fon of 
H 3 Juan 



150 The ADVENTURES of 
Juan Velez de Menbrilla, «on whom I will bt- 
ftow my daughter in marriage, though I ne- 
ver faw either him or his father. I beg par- 
don, '(continued Jerome de Moyadas) for 
troubling you with this relation : but you your- 
fclf exacted it of me." ■ 

I liftencd to him with great attention, and 
rcfolving upon a trick, that ftriick me in the , 
■ head erf a fudden, affe£ted great aftonilhmetilj 
lifted up my eyes to heaven, and turning to- 
wards the old man, (aid, in a pathetic tone, 
'* Ah, Sigoior Moyadas ! is it poffible, that 
on my firft arrival at Merida, I ihould be fo 
happy as to fave the life of my father-in-law!" 
The old citizen was ftrangely furprizcd at thefc 
words, as well as Moralez, who ftiewed, by 
his countenance, wha( a great rogue he took 
me to be. " What do Ihear? (replied the 
fenior) how ! are you the fon of my brother's 
corrcfpondcnt ?" " Yes, Signior Jerome dc 
Moyadas, (anfwered I, with an audacious coutv 
tenance, while I threw my arms about his 
neck) 1 am that happy mortal for whom the 
adorable Florentina is deftined. But before I 
exprefs my j(^ in entering into your family, 
allow me to flied into your bofom the tears 
which the remembrance of your brother Au- 
guftin renews ! I ftiould be the moft ungrate- 
ful of all mankind, if 1 was not fcnfibly touch- 
ed with the death of a perfon to whom I owe 
all the happinefs of my life !" So fayiog, I 
again embraced honeft Jerome, and covered 
wny eyes with my hand, on pretence .o:f^wipe- 
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ing away my tears. Moralez, who, in a 
twinkling, perceived the advantji^e we might 
reap from a trick of this kind, did not failto 
fecond theimpofture, and paJTing for my valet, 
even topped me in the forrow I had manifeft- 
ed for the death of Signior Auguftin. '* Sig- 
n lor Jerome, (cried he) what a lofs you have 
fuffered in your brother's death ! he was fucb 
an honcft man ! the very phoenix of com- , 
merce, a difinterefted merchant, a merchant 
of integrity; there ace few (rf his fellows to 
be met with." 

We had to do with a fimple and credulous 
man, who, fo far from fufpecling the cheat, 
was himfelf an alTiHant in it. " And why 
(faid he) did you not come ftraighc to my 
houfe ? you fliould not have gone to lodge ac 
an inn : confideriiig the terms on which we 
are, no ceremony ought to hav^ been obferv- 
ed." " Sir, (anfwcred M<M"alez, taking up-- 
on him to Ipeak for me) my mader is, I graot 
you, a little ceremonious : not but that ne is 
excufable in fome fhape, in being unwilling, 
to appear before you in his prcfent lituation : 
for we have been robbed in our journey Kither, 
and loft all our baggage," " The young man 
((aid I, interrupting him) tells you nothing 
but the'tmth, Signior de Moyadas. This 
misfortune did not permit me to come to your 
houfe : I durft not prefent myfelf in this garb, 
before the eyes of a mlArefs, who has not as 
yet feen me j and, for that reafon, I waited the 
Kturn o£ a. v^t,. whom 1 have fenc to Cala- 
H- 4. trava-'* 
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trava." *' This accident (replied the old man) 
ought not to have hindered you from coming 
to ftay at, my houfe, where I intend you (hall 
immediately take up your lodging." '■ 

So faying, he carried me home with- him; 
'and, by the way, we talked of the pretended 
robbery that I had fuffercd, when i affured 
him, that what gave me the greateft concern, 
was my having loft, with my baggage, the 
piifture of Florcntina. Whereupon the citi- 
zen obferved, with afmile, that 1 might con- 
fole myfelf for that lofs, the more ealily, as 
the original was better than the copy. In 
effeift, as foon as we came to his houle, he 
called liis daughter, who was not above fix- 
teen years of age, and might have been count- 
ed an accomplilhed young lady ; faying to me, 
*' You fte the object which my late brother 
promifed to you." •' Ah, Signior ! (cried I, 
■ with a paflionate air) you have no occafion to 
tell me, that this is the amiable Florcntina ! 
thefe charming features are engraved on my 
memory, and ftill more upon my heart. If 
the pifture which I loft, and which was only 
a flight fketch- of fuch perfection, could in- 
flame me with the moft ardent paflion, judge 
how I muft be tranfported at this moment 1" 
" You flatter me too muth, (faid Florentina) 
for I am not vain enough to imagine, that my 
qualifications ju(tify your difcourfe." " Go 
on with your compliments," (faid the father.) 
At the lame time, he left me alone with his 
daughter, and taking Moralcz afide, " Friend, 
(faid 
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.(faid he to him) you have loft all your bag- 
.gage then, and, widiout doubt, your mone^ 
,too." *' Yes, Sir, (anfwered my comrade) a 
great number of banditti poured upon us, 
near Callil Blazo, and left us nothing but the 
^deaths on our backs : but we fhall, in a very 
(hort time, receive bills of exchange, which 
will fetali things to rights again." 

" Bur until thofe bills arrive, (replied the 
old man, taking a purfe out of his pocket) 
here are an hundred pillolcs at your fervice." 
*' O, Sir ! (faid Moralez) my mafter would 
not accept them few the world. 1 find you 
don't know him. Zooks I he is a man of 
great delicacy on thefe occafions. He is nons 
of thofe fathionable youngfters, who are apt 
to take up from, every body. He does noc 
love to be in debt, and would rather beg his 
bread than borrow one farthing," " So 
. much the better, (laid the honeft citizen) I 
efteem him the more on, that account : I can- 
not bear to fee young men contrail debts : I 
.pardon it indeed in people of quality -, becaufe 
it is a privilege they have pofferfed a long 
time. 1 won't (continued he) aflront thy ma.- 
fter, and fince it will only give htm pain to 
offer him money, we miifl: fay no more about 
it," With thefe words, he was going 16 put 
the purfe in his pocket again, but my con> 
panion held his hpnd, faying, " Hold, Sig- 
niof Moyadas, whatever averfion my mafter 
has to borrowing, I don't dcfpair of prevail- 
ing upon him to accept your hundred piftolea. 
H 5 'Tis 
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•Tis only from ftrangers he is (hy of borrow- 
ing : he is not fo ceremonious with his own 
family : he can even demand of his father, 
■with a good grace, whatever money he has 
occafion for. The young gentleman, you per- 
ceive, knows how to diftinguifti ,peTfons, and 
ought to look upon you. Sir, as a fccond fa- 
ther." 

Moralez, by fuch difcourfe, fecured the 
purfe of the old man, who came and rejoined 
us ; and finding his daughter and me engaged 
in mutual compHments, interrupted our cort- 
rerfation, by telling Florentina the oMigation 
he lay under to me •, and, on that fcore, made 
mc profrflions which convinced me of his 
gratitude. I laid hold of fuch a favourable 
difpofition, and told the citizen, that the mofl; 
fcnfible mark t>f acknowledgement he could 
■ftiew, would be to haften my marriage with 
his daughter. He yielded, with a goo3 grace, 
to my impatience, affurir^ me, that in three 
days, at fartheft, I ihould be Florentina's huf- 
band, and that inftead of fixthoufandducats,, 
which he had promifed for her dower, he 
would give me ten, as a proof of his b^Jng 
deeply affeded with the fervice I had done 
him. 

Moralez and I, therefore, lived with the 
lioneft man Jerome de Moyadas, kindly treat- 
ed, and in the agreeable expeftation often 
thoufand ducats, .with which we propofed to 
make a fudden decampment from Merida. 
©ur joy, howcrcr, was checked by fear : we 
were. 
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Were'apprehenfive, that in left than three days,, 
the true fon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla .would- 
arrive, and crofs our good fortune. 

I'his fear vr^s by no means ill founded:' 
for, the very ncKt .d^y. a kind of peafant,, 
loaded wich a portmanteau* came to the houfe 
of Florentina's father, when I was not at 
.home, thoughmy comradewasprefcnt. '.' Sir^. 
(iMd the peafant to the old man) I belong to- 
a young gentleman of Calatrava, called Sig- 
nior de la MenbriUa, who is to he your fon- 
in-law. We are jiiit arrived, and he will be 
h?re preljrntry.- I came before to give you 
.notice of hrs approach." He had fcarce fpoke 
thefe ycords, when his mafter appeared : acir— 
eumftance that furprifed the old man very 
much, and difconcerted- Moralez a little. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel young' fel-- 
fow, addreflcd himfelf toHorentina's father:: 
but the honeft ciu!;en did not give him time 
to fioilh his difcourle, and, turningto my com- 
panion, alked che meaning of all this. Then 
Morale2,Tvho was fecond to no man On earch' 
in impudence, affumed an a^" of affurance,, 
and faid to the old man, " Sir, thefe two men 
belong to the troop of thieves, who robbed 
US on the highway : I rccoUeft them both ve- " 
ry well, particularly him who has the audacity 
to call him.felf the fon of- Signior Juan Velez 
. de la Menbrilla." The old citizen believed 
Moralez, and, perfuaded that tlie Grangers 
were cheats, laid to them. " Gentlemen, you' 
come too late ; your fcheme is prevented : : 
H:€ Ec-- 
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Pedro de la Menbrilla has been in my houfe 
fince yefterday." " Take care of what you 
fay, (anfwcred the young man of GaJatrava) 
you have got an impoftor in your family -, for 
you muft know, that Juan Velez de Men- 

■ brilla has no other fon dian me." " I know 
better, (replied the old man) and am not igno- 
rant of your profcffion : don't you recolleft 
this young man, and remember his mailer, 
■whom you robbed? " If I was not in your 

■ houfe, (faid Pedro) I would punifli the info- 
' lence'of that cheat, who has the prefumption 

to call me a robber. Let him thank your 
' prefence, that reftrains my indignation. Sir, 
(added he) you are impofed upon. I am the 
young man to whom your brother Auguftin 
promifcd his niece. If you defife it, I can 
- Ihew all the letters which he wrote to my fa- 
ther, on the fubjed of the marriage. Will 
you not believe it, when you fee the pifture of 
' Florcntina, which he fent to me fome time 
before his death ?" 

*' No, (faid the old citizen, interrupting 
him) neither the picture nor the letters will 
convince me : I know very well in what man- 
ner they fell into your hands, and I advife 
you, as a friend, to be gone from' Merida as 
ibon as you can." *' This is too much, (cried 
the young gentleman in his turn) I will not 
fuffer my name to be ftolen with impunity, 
nor myfelf to be treated like an highwayman. 
I know fome people in this place, whom I 
will find, and return to confound die impof. 
6 tor 
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tor that has prejudiced you againft me." So 
faying, he retired with his valet, and Mwa- 
Icz remained mafter of the field : nay, this 
adventure made Jerome de Moyadas refolve 
to have the marriage celebrated that very day, 
and he went out inftantly, to give the ne- 
ceffary orders for the occaGon. 

Though my comrade was vciy well pleafcd 
to fee Florentina's father in a difpofition fo fa- 
vourable for us, he was far from being per- 
fectly at eafe ; fearing the confequence of the 
meafurcs which he concluded Pedro would 
certMnly take, he waited for me with im- 
patience, to communicate what had hap- 
pened. Finding him, at my return, plunged 
in a profound reverie, " What is the matter, 
friend ? (faid I) thou feemeft in a brown ftu- 
dy." He replied, "If I am, it is not with- 
out reafon," and informed me of the whole 
affair-, adding, " Thou feeft what caufe I 
have-tomufe. It was thou alone, who ralt- 
ly threw us into this dilemma. It was a 
fhining enterprife, I own, and would have 
crowned thee with glory, had it fucceeded: - 
but, in all appearance, it will end ill ; and it 
is my advice, that, in order to prevent ex- 
planations, we immediately betake ourfclves 
to our heels, with the feather which we have 
plucked from the honeft man's wing." 

" Mr. Moralez, (anfwcred I to this pro- 
pofal) you yield to difficxUties, I find, very 
foon, and don't do a great deal of honour to 
Don Matthias de Cordel, and the other cava- 
liers. 
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,Kcrs, with whom you lived at Toledo: one- 
who has ferved his apprentiodhip uoder fiich 
able mafters, ought not to be ealily alarmed. 
As for me, who intend to walk in the fteps- 
of thcfe heroes, and prove myfcif a worthy 
pupil, I will bear up againft th£ obftade that. 
terriHes you, and make my utmoft. effort to 
■ furmQunt it." " If you accompliOi diat, (faid. 
my comfttRion) I will prefer you to all the 
great men in Plutarch." 

Juft as Moralez had done ^^kiag, Jerome: 
de Moyadas coming in, laid to me, " Yoa- 
fliall'be my ibn-in' law this very evening : your 
fervant (1 iuppofe) has told you what happen- 
ed. What do you think of the impudence 
.of the logue, who would have made me be- 
lieve that he was the fon of my brother's cor— 
rcfpoBdent?" ^' Signior, (anfweced I, ii> a. 
melancholy tone, and with the nu^ ingenu- 
ous air I could afie£t) I find I am not qualified, 
to carry on adeceit. I muftiincerely owaJhat 
I am not the fon c£ Joan Velez dc Menbrilla.*'' 
" What do I hear ! (cried the old man, in- 
terrupting me with equal precipitation and' 
fo:prizc)liow! you not the young man, to- 

whom my brother" " Pray, Sir, (faid. I,. 

interrupting him in my turn) be fo good as 
to hear me to an end.. I have loved your 
daughter ihefe eight days, during which, tny 
pafTion has detained me at Merida ; and yef- 
terday, after having come to your affiftance,. 
I was abput to demand her in n^arriage, when . 
350U fte^t. my .mouth, by giving mc to under- 
ftand». 
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ftand, that Ihe was deftined for another. You 
told me, that your brother, in his laft mo- 
ments, conjured you to beftow her upon Pe- 
dro de la Menbrilla 1 that you promifcd to- 
comply with his requeft, and, in fliort, that 
you was a flave to your word. This infor- 
mation, I confefs, overwhelmed me, and my 
■ love, reduced to defpair, infpired me with the 
ftratagem I put in praftice. 1 muft tell you, 
however, that 1 fecretly upbraided myfclf with 
the trick I had put upon you -, but I flatered 
myfelf that you would forgive it, wheit 1 
jhould have difcovered it. and convinced you, 
that 1 am an Italian prince, who travel incog- 
nito i and that my father is fovereign of cer- 
tain vallies fituated between the Swifs, the 
Milanefe, and Savoy. I im^incd that yoii ' 
would .be agreeably fuiprized, when I Ihould 
have reveakd my birth ; and I felt all the . 
pkafure of a delicate and paflionate hufband, 
in the hope of declaring it to Florentina, af- 
ter our marriage. Heaven, (added I, dhang- 
ing ray tone) would nijf indulge me in fo 
much joy : Pedro de la Menbrilla appears, 
and I muft reftore him his name, how much 
focver the reftitution will coft me, You are- 
engaged, by your promife, to choofe him for- 
alon-in-law} and it is your duty to prefer 
him to me, without regard to my rank, or- 
compaffion for the cruel Htuation' to. which, 
you are going to reduce me. ' I will not pre- 
tend to reprefent, that your brother was only 
thcuncieof your daughter, and that you be- 
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ing her fjjther, it is more juft to acquit jwaar- . 
fclf of the obligation you owe me, than, to 
make it a point of honour to keep a promifc,- 
which is but flightly binding." 

"Yes, doubtlcfs, it is fa! (cried Jcsome 
de Moyadas) therefore I do not intend to he- 
fitate between you and Don. Pedro de Men- 
brilla. If my brother Auguftin was ftill alive, 
he would not blame me for giving the prefer- 
ence to a man who faved my life, and who 
is, moreover, a prince, who does not difdain 
t*-aflc my ajliance. I muft be an enemy to 
my own happinefs, and entirely deprived of 
my underftanding,,if I did not give you my - 
daughter, and even prefs the celebratiop of 
the marriage." " But, Signior, (I replied) 
do nothing impetuouOy, confultyour intercit 
.only, and, notwithftanding the nobility of my 
blood"—" Sure you jeft ! (faid he, inter- 
rupting me) ought I to hefitate one moment ? 
No, my prince, I moft humbly befeech you 
to honour the happy Florentina with your 
hand, this very evening." " Well, (faid I) 
be it fo; go carry the news yourfelf, and in- 
form her of her glorious fate." 

While the honeft citizen flew eagerly to tell 
his daughtef, that Ihe had made the conquest 
, of a prince, Moralez, who had heard the 
whole converfation, threw himfelf on his knees 
before me, faying, " Monfignior the Italian 
prince, fon (xafovereign of the vjllies fituat- 
ed between the Swifs, Milanefc," and Savoy, 
give me leave to embrace the feet of .your 
high- 
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highnefs, and teftify the exceffive joy I fee!. 
Upon the faith of a knave, I look upon you 
■as a prodigy- ! I thought myfelf the firfl: man 
in the world, but truly I ftrike to you, al- 
though you have lefs experience than t." 
" What ! you are no longer uneafy, I hope," 
(faid I tohim.) "O! not at all, (anfwercd 
he) I am no longer afraid of Signior Pedro ; 
let him come again as foon as he pleafes." 
Moralez and I being now firm in the ftir- 
rups, began to regulate the courfe we (houid 
take with the dowry, on which we depended 
fo much, that we could not have thought 
ourlelves more fecure of it, had it been al- 
ready in our pockets. We had not, as yet, 
gotyt, for all that, and the cataftrophe of the 
aidventure did not anfwer our expectation. 

In a little time, the young man of Caia- 
trava returned, accompanied by two citizens 
and an alguazil, as formidable, on account of 
his whifkers and fwarthy complexion, as of. 
his employment. Florentina's father being 
prefent, •* Signior de Moyadas, {faid Pedro ' 
to him) I have brought hither three creditable 
people, who know me, and can tell you who 
I am," *' Yes, fure, (cried the alguazil) I 
can tell, and I certify to all whom it may con- 
cern, that I know you. Your name is Pe- 
dro, and you are the only Ton of Juan Velez 
dc la Menbrilla l whoever maint^ns the con- 
trary is an impoftor." " I believe you, Mr. 
Alguazil (faid the honeft man Jerome de 
Moytidas) your evidence is facred with me. 
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as well as that of the gehtfcman merchants 
who ^e along with you. I am faHy con- 
vinced that the young cavalier, who conduct- 
ed you hither, is the only fon of my brocher's 
correfpondent : but that does not figniiy, I 
am no longer in the mind to give him mj 
daughter." 

" Oho ! that's another affair, (faid tlie al- 
guazil) I came hither only to. affure you, that 
I knomthis young man. You are mafter of 
your child, and no body can compel you to 
part with her againft your inclination." " Nor 
do I intend, (faid Pedro, interaipting him) 
to offer violence to the inclination of Signior 
de Moyadas ■, but he will give me leave to- 
alk why he has changed his fenticnents, or if 
he has any caufe to complain of me. Let me 
be aflilred, at ieaft, that I have not loft the 
fweet hope of being his fon-inrlaw by my own 
mifbehaviour." *' I have no caufe to com- 
plain of you, (rcpiied the old man) and will 
even own, that it is with regret 1 fee myfelf 
under a neceflity of breaking my word, for 
which I conjure you to forgive me. I am 
perfuaded that you are too generous to take ic 
amifs, that I prefer you to a rival, who has 
, faved my life. Here lie is, (purfued he, fhew- 
ing me to the company) this is the perion 
who refcued me from the moft imincot daD- 
Rcr ; and that my excufe may have ftill more 
«>rce, 1 muft inform you he is no left than an 
Italian prince." 

At 

D.5-,z,t.b,GOOgiC 
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At thefe laft words, Pedro became mute 
and. confounded ; the two merchants ftared 
with the utmoft furprize j but the alguazily 
accuftotned to look upon the worfl fide of 
every thfng, fufpefted tWs wonderful adven- 
ture to be a trick, that might turn out to his 
advantage i he eyed me very attentively, and 
his good-wiil being baffled by my features, 
which were utterly unknown to him, he exa- 
mined my comrade with the fame attention. 
Unluckily for my highoefs, he recollefted Mo- 
ralez, and remtmbering to have fcen him in 
the prifon of Ciudad Real, " Ah ha ! (cried 
he) here is one of our cuftomers ; I remcn>- 
ber this gentleman, who, 1 affure you, is one 
of the moft pcrfeft iharpers within the king- 
doms and principalities of Spain." " Softly, 
Mr. Algaazil, (faid Jerome de Moyadas) the 
young man, whom you paint fo difadvan- 
tagcoufly, is the domeftit of a prince." '* Ve- 
ry well, (replied the alguazil) I know enough , 
to form my rcfolution accordingly, and jui^e 
of the mailer by the man. I don't doubt 
that thefe gallants are two cheats, who have 
agreed to impofe upon you. 1 know how to 
man^e in Ibch cafes ■, and to let you fee that 
thefc wits arc adventurers, I will carry them 
inilantly to goal. I intend to introduce them 
to a private converTation with Monfieur the 
- Correeidor ; after which, they will feci that 
whipping is iiot yet outoffalbion." " Hold 
there, mafter officer, (replied the old man) 
don't let us pulh matters fo far : people of 
D,-.,.b,Googk your 



i64 The ADVEKTURES of 
your profeflion arc not afraid of givii^ pain 
to a worthy man. May not this valet be a 
rogue, and his maftcr a man of honour ! Is 
ic a new thing to fee fharpcrs in the fervice of 
princes ?" " You joke with your princes, (faid 
the alguazil) this young fellow is k knight of 
the poft, you may depend upon ic, and I arreft 
him and his comrade in the king's name. I 
have twenty foldiers at the door, who ihaH- 
-drag them, to prifon, if they refufc to go with. 
a good grace. Come, iny prince, (addrefiing 
himfelf to me) let us march." 

I was thunderftruck at thefc \TC)rds, as weH 
as Moralez, and our concern rendered us fuf- 
pefted to Jerome de Moyadas ; or rather con- 
vinced him, that we aftually had a dcfign to 
defraud him. On this, occafion, however, he 
behaved like a gallant man ; faying, to the al- 
guazil, ■ ** Mailer officer, perhaps your fuf- 
picions arc falfe, and perhaps they are but too 
true. Beit as it will, let us dive no farther 
into the affair : let thefe two young cavaliecs 
retire wherefoevei they pleafc to go, and I beg 
you will not oppofe their retreat : it is a fa- 
vour I afk, in order to acquit myfelf of the 
obligation I owe to them." " Were I ftrift- 
ly to do my duty, (anfwered the alguazil) I 
ftiould imprifon thefe gentlemen, without ha- 
ving any regard to your intreaty j but, for 
your fake, I will relax a little, provided that 
they quit the town this inftant : for if I meet 
them to-morrow, egad ! they Oiall fee what 
will become of them," 
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Wheh Moralez and I underltood that we 
*cre free, we rccoilefted ourfclves a little, en- 
-deavoured to talk boldly, and affirm that we 
were perfons of honour ; but the alguazil 
filenced us with a fierce look 1 and 1 don't 
-know how, thefe people have an afcendant 
over us. We were obliged, therefore, to 
abandon Florentina and her portion to Pedro 
de la Menbrilla, who, doubtlefs, became the 
fon^in-Uw of Jerome de Moyadas, and retire 
with all fpeed, .taking the road to Truxillo, 
with the confolation of having, at leaft, got 
an hundred piftoles by the adventure. About 
an hour before night, pafTing by a little vil- 
lage, with a refolution of going farther be- 
fore we (hould halt, we perceived an inn of 
a pretty good appearance for that place, and 
the landlord with his wife, fitting on long 
Hones at the door. The hufband, a tall, mea- 
gre, old fellow, thrumm'd upon a wretched 
guitarre, for the diverfion of his wife, who 
fcemed to Hften with pleafure. " Gentlemen, 
(cried the landlord, when he faw we did noc 
ilop) I advife you to halt at this place ; you 
won't find a village within three weary le^ues 
of this ; and even there, I affurc you, you 
won't be fo well ferved as here : take my 
word for it, and wall^ into my houfe, where 
I will entertain you handfomely, at a reafon* 
able rate." We fuffcred ourfelves to be per- 
ruaded,-and approaching the man and his 
wife, bid them good even i and having feated 
ourfclves by them, began, all four, to talkof 
'D5-,.-..i„Googic 'Ul- 
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indiffirrent fiibjefts. The landlord faid he was 
an officer of the holy bitHherhood, and his 
wife was a fzt merry dame, *ho fecmed to 
undertfetid very well how to vend her com- 
-modiries. 

Our convcriktion was interrupted by the ar- 
rival of t*elve or fifteen cavaliers, fome mount- 
ed on friufes, and fome a-horle-back, followed 
by thirty baggage moyls loaded with bales. 
*' Ah! what a number of princes ! (cried the 
landlord, at light of fo many people) where 
• ftiall I find lodging for them all ?" In a mo-, 
ment the village was croudcd with men and 
beafts. There was luckily, near the inn, a 
vaft barn, in which the moyls and the bag- 
gage were difpofed : the mules and horfes be- 
longing to the cavaliers were" put in other 
places ; and as for the men, they did not con- 
cern themfelves fo much about finding beds, 
as in befpeakin'g a good fupper. The land- 
lord, his wife, and, a young maid-fervant be- 
longing to the houfe, were not idle; they 
flaughtered all the pdultry in their yard, which 
joined to fome ragouts made of rabtaits and 
cats, and a plentiful diih of foup, compofed 
of colliflowers and mutton, furnifhed enter- 
tainment enough for the whole company, 

Moralez and I lookftd at the civaliers, who 
from time to time, eyed us alfo. At laft we 
entered into converfation, and told them, that 
if it was agreeable we would fup in company. 
They affurcd us that we could not do them 
a greater pleafure : fo we fat down altogether 
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at table. There Was one among them whd 
feemed to be the chief, and for whom the reftj 
thoiigh otherwise very familiar, did not ftul 
to ftiew foHK deference 1 'tis true, indred, he' 
kept the upper end, talked in an elevated tone 
of voice, and even contradifttd, fometim«, 
in a cavalier manner, the fentiments of the 
reft, who, far from replying in the fame man- 
ner to him, feemed to refpeft his opinions. 
The difcoarfe fairing, by accident, on An- 
dalufia ? and Moralez taking it into his head 
to praife Seville, this man faid to him, " Sig- 
nior cavalier, you are making the elogium of 
the city where I firft drew breath, or, -at leaft 
I was bom in its neighbourhood, lince the 
town of Mayrena gave mc to the world." 
*' I can fay the fame thing, (anfwered my ■ 
companion) I was like\vife born at Mayrena, 
and I muft certainly know your parents : pray, 
whofe fon are yOu ?" " I am (faid the cava- 
lier) the fon of an honeft notary, called Mar- 
tin Moralez." " Upon my faith ? (cried my 
comrade, with emotion) the adventure is ex- 
tremely lingular : you are then my eldeft bro- 
ther, Manuel Moralez." " The very fame 
(faid the other) and you are, I fuppofe, my 
young brother, Lewis, - whom I left in the 
cradle, when I quitted my father's houfe ?" 
•* That is my name, irtdccd," (replied my 
comrade.) Upon which they both got up, 
and embraced one another with great affec- 
tion. Then Signior Manuel faid to the com- 
pany, " Gentlemen, this eVent is altogether 
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niMvellous ! I have, by accident, met and 
difcovered a brother, whom I have not leen 
thefe twenty years and more : allow me to 
prefent him to the company." Alt the ca-- 
valiers, who kept themfelves ftanding, out of 
complaifance, faluted the young Moralez, and 
loaded him with careiles. Afterwards, we 
fat down again at table, where we remained 
all night, withoutgoing to bed; the two bro- 
thers fitting by one another, and converfmg, 
by themfelves, about their family, while the 
other guefts drank and made merry. 

Lewis, after a long converfation with Ma- 
nuel, taking me afide, faid, " All thcfe ca- 
valicfs are domeftics of the Count de Mon- 
tanos, whom the king has lately named for 
viceroy of Majorca, They are conducing 
their matter's equipage to Alicant, where they 
are to embark. My brother, who is become 
fteward to that nobleman, has propofed to 
carry me along with him ; and, on account 
of the relu6tance I exprelTed in leaving you, 
told me, that, if you would accompany us, 
he would procure for you a good employment. 
Dear friend, (added he) I advife thee not to 
' difdain the offer : let us go together to the 
ifland of Majorca ; if we find it agreeable, 
we will ftay thefe, and if we ftialT be dif- 
pleafed with our Htuation, we will return to 
Spain." 

I willingly embraced the propofkl ; young 

Moralez and I joined the count's officers, and 

fe: out with them from the inn, before day. 

Ha,ving, 

D.5™<.b,GOOQk 
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Having, by long marches, gained.thecityof " 
Alicant, I bought a giiitarre, and took off.a . 
handfome fuit of cloaths, before our embark- ■ 
ation ; thinking of nothing but the ifland of 
Majorca, and Lewis Moralez was in the fame 
difpofition. We f?ctned to have renounced 
fliarping altogether. To tell you the truth; . 
we had a mind to pafs for perfons of honour 
among the cavaliers in whofe company we • 
were ; and that kept a check upon our geniufes. ■ 
At laft we went merrily on board, flattering 
ourfelves with the hopes of being at Majorca 
in a very little time : but fcarce had we clear- 
ed the 'gulph of Alicant, when a terrible tem- 
■peil arofe. I n^ighr, in this place of my re- 
lation, take an opportunity to make a fine 
defcription of the ftorm j to paint the air all 
oh fire, to make the thunder roar, the wind* 
whiftle, the mountain billows roll, &c But 
all thele flowers of rhetoric apart, I aflTure you 
the hurricane was violent, and obliged us to 
bear away for the point of the ifland of Ca- 
brera, a defert ifle, in which there is a little 
fort, at that tune garritbned by an office^,- 
and' five or fix foldiers, who gave us a very- 
hofpitablc reception. ; ' . 

As we were obliged to flay there fevetal ' 
days, in order to repairour fails and tackle,! 
we invented different kinds of amufemdhts, > 
to pafs the time agreeably. Each followed'' 
his own inclinations : fome played at Prirnero, '- 
others fought dlSerent diverfions^ and. I Weni; 
lOiWalk through the ifland,, accompanied by 

Vol. II. I ' thofc 
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thofe who lowd luch excrcife. We (kipt from "" 
rock to rock % for the ground was very un- 
even, full of (tones, and very deficient in good 
foil. One day, while wc confidcrt-d ihcfc 
parched, withered places, and admired the 
caprice of nature, that fliews hcrfclf fruitful 
or barren as (he plcafes, our nofes were in^ 
vadcd, all of a fudden, with a moft agreeable 
fmcll. Wc immediately turned to the caft- 
ward, from whence that odout came, and per- 
ceived, with aftonifhment, among the rocks, 
a large, round, green fpot, furrounded with 
honey- fuckles, even more beautiful and fweet- 
fcentcd than thpfc thai grow in Andalulia. 
Wc approached, with pleafure, tRofe charm- 
ing flirubs, which perfumed the air a'.! round, 
and found that they bordered upon^ the entry . 
of a very deep cavern, which being large and 
light, we defcendcd to the bottom of it, turn- 
ing by fteps of ftone, the ends of which were 
adorned with lowers, the whole forming a 
natural winding ftair-cale. When wc had got 
down, we faw" feveral little rills of water, 
which derived their fourccs from drops that in- 
ceilantly diftUled from the rocks within, creep- 
ing along fand more yellow than gold, and 
loung thcmftlvcs in the earth. — The water 
fcemcd lb pure, that wc were tempted to 
drink, and found itfo frefh, that we refolved 
to return next day to the fame place, with 
fomc bottles of wine, perfuadcd that wc fliould 
empty them wich vaft pleafure. 

Jc 
D.5™t.b,Google 
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It WIS with reg^ we quitted fuch an agrc^ ' 
able place, and, when we went back to the 
fort, we did not fail to boaft of our di&o^erjr i 
but the commandant cautioned us> as a friend, 
agaiiift returning to the cavern, with which 
we were (o much charmed. •* For what? 
(faid I to him) Is there anjr thing to fear ?'* 
" Yes, without doubt, <he replied^) theciH-- 
fairs of Algiers and Tripoli fomctimcs land 
on this iOe, to water at that Tpring, and one 
day furprizcd two foldiers t» my garrifon, 
whom they made Oaves." It was in vain for 
the officer to-tcrll us this with a very lerioua 
air : he could not pcrfuade us; for we believed 
that hejcfted : and next day I returned to the . 
cavern, with three arore of my companions, 
without pi-oviding ourfelves with fire-arms, 
to Ihew that we dreaded nothing. Young 
Moralez would not be of the party, choofing 
rather to fliay with his brother, and play in the 
fort. 

Having dcfcendcd, as the day before, to 
the bottom of the cave, we cooled fome bottles 
of wine, that we had brought along with us, 
in the rivulets ; and while we drank them de- 
liciouQy, playing on the guitaire, and con- 
vcrfing pleafantly together, we faw feveral 
men appear at the mmKh of the cavern above, 
with large whifkerfi, turbaiK, and Turkilh 
. drefe. — Wc imagined that it was a part of the 
Count's domcftics, with the commandant of 
the fort, who had thus dtfgoifcd themfelves 
ia order to frighten us i aud, prcpofleiled with 
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this fancy, began to laugh, letting no lefs than 
ten of them come down, without thinking of 
(icfertding ourfelvcs. Wc were, however, ioon 
undeceived in a melancholy manner, and con- 
vinced that it was a corfair, who came with 
his people to carry us oS. — *' Surrender, you 
dogs, (he cried, in the Caftilian tongue) or 
you ihsll be all put to the fword." At the 
fame time his followers presented their cara- 
bines to us, and we Oiould have undergone a 
fijie difcharg^, had we, made the leaft refift- 
ance. — We preferred flavery to deaUi, and 
gave our fwords to the pirate, who ordered 
us to be loaded with chains, and condufted 
to his veffcl, which was not far off: then fet- 
ting fail, he Iteered with a fair wind towards 
Algicr. 

In this manner wtre we punifhed for neg- 
lefting the caution of the officer of the gar- 
rifon. The firft thing that the corfair did', 

■was to rifle us of all the money we had 

What a 6ne windfall for him ! The two hun- 
dred piflroles taken from the young citizens of 
Placentja, the hundred which Moralez had 
received from Jerome de Moyadas, and which 
unluckily I had about me, were all fwept away 
■without mercy. My companions had alfo 
their purfes well furnifhtd. In fliort, it v/z& 
■an excellent prize. The pirate was rejoiced 
at his good luck ) and the rafcal, not fatisBed 
with our plunder, infultcd us with his rail- 
lery, which wc did not feel half fo much as 
the Qcceffity that. compelled us to bear it.— 
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After a thoufand jokes, he ordered the bottles 
of wine which we had cooled at the fountain, 
and which his people had tsk<n care to feizc, 
-to be brought to him, and began to empty 
them with his crew, drinking to our health 
by way of derifion. 

During this conjunAurc, the countenances 
of my comrades exprefsM the pain they fcltj 
and their ilavery mortified them the more> 
becaiife-they had formed the moft delightful 
idea of their voyage to the ifland of Majorca, ■ 
where they had laid their account with lead- 
ing a moft delicious life.— As for me, I had 
fortitude wiough to projefSt a plan of conduct 
for myfelf ; and, lefs afraid than my fellows, 

' entered into converfation with the rallier, and 
even returned his jokes with a good grace. 
Pleafed with my behaviour, " Young man; 
(faid he) I like thy difpofition : fqr, in the 
main, iflftead of iighing and groaning, it is 
better for one to arm himfelf with patience, , 
and fail with the ftream. — Play to us a fmall 
air, (added he, obferving that I had a guitarre) 
let us fee what thou canrt do." I obeyed him^ 
as foon as he had ordered my arras to be un- 
chained, and began to thrum upon my gui-" 
tarrc in fuch a manner as acquired his ap- 
plaufe. — 1 had, indeed, learned under the beft: 
mailer in Madrid, and played on that iaftru- 
ment pretty well. — I fang likewife, and my 
Toice gave no lefs fatisfaftion. — All the Turks 
in the veflcl exprefs'd the pleafurethey felt iH' 

' bearing me» by geftures pf ^miration : a cir- 
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eumftance from which I concluded, that thdr 
tafte for mufick was not extremely delicate. 
The pirate whifpered to me, that I fliouid not 
be an unhappy (lave ; and that one of my ta- 
lents might depend upon an employment that 
would make my captivity very fiipportable. 

1 felt fbmc joy at thefc words ; but Batter- 
ing as they were, I had abundance of uneafi- 
nels on the fcore of this occupation, with the 
promife of winch the corfair regaledmc When 
we arrived at the port of Algier*, we faw a 
great number of people aflembled to receive 
us, who, as foon as we were landed, ftiouted 
with joy: beGdes, the air refbundcd with the 
confufed noife of trumpets, Morefcoflutes, 
and other inftrumcnts ufed in that country, 
which formed a fymphony more loud than 
agreeable. The caufe of thefc rejoicings was 
a falCe report which had fpread thro' rhe city, 
importing that the renegade Mehemet (this 
was our pirate's name) hadperilhed in attack- 
ing a large Genoefe vefTel : fo that all his 
friends, informed of his return, were eager 
in their expreffions of joy. 

We had no fooncr fee foot on fhore, than I 
and my companions were condufted to the 
palace of Dey Solyman, where a Chriftian le- 
cretary, examining us one by one, alked our 
names, ages, country, religion, and qualifi- 
cations. Then Mehemet, ftiewing me to the 

* Algier, 1 dty on tlw coifl o^ Biibiry, pantlTed byiliA 
Moort, who i'c at prrpetuil war wi:b (tie Spaniards, ind ua- 
dtr thf pcotcf i«a sr tli* Tu^h. 

,. pev. 
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Dey, extolled my voice, and affurcd him, thi: 
I playtd ravilhingly on the guitarre. This 
was enough to determine Solyman to chufc me 
for his. own fervicc : accordingly I was detain- 
ed in his I'craglio, while die other captives were 
kd into a publick place, and fold according 
to cuftom. What Mehemet had foretold to 
me in the veffcl, came. to pafs. — My condi- 
tion was very happy ■, far from being abandon- 
ed to jailers, or employed in laborious work', 
I was, by order of Solyman, difpofed of Jh 
a particular place, with five or fix Haves of qua- 
lity, who expefted every moment to be re- 
deemed, and whofc tafks were far from being 
painful. My bufmcfs was to water the orange- 
trees and flt)wers in the garden, -and I could 
not have been favoured with a more agreeable 
occupation. 

Solyman was a man about forty years of 
age, well fhaped, very polite, and, for a 
Turk, mighty gallant. His chief favourite 
was a Cachemirian * woman, who, by hct 
underftanding and beauty, had acquired an ab- 
folute dominion over him. — He loved her 
even to adoration, and treated her every day 
with fomc entertainmc nt or other ; fometimes 
with a concert of vocal and in ftru mental niu- 
■fick, and fometimes with a comedy in the 
Turkifhtafte; that is to fay, a dramatickpoem, 
in which modcfty and decorum were as little 
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.regarded as .the rules of Ariftorle. The fa- 
.vpiirite, , whofe name was Farrukhnaz, was 
.paQionately fond of theie diverfioris, and even 
made .her women fomccimes reprefent Arabian 
pieces before the Dey, wherein flie herfelf 
played a part, and charmed all the fpeftators 
py jhe grace 'and vivacity of her . adtion. J 
being one day, among the mulicians, at a re- 
prefentation of this kind, Solyman ordered me 
Eo play upon the guitarre, and fing alone be- 
.tween the afts. I had the good foriiine to 
pleafe, was very much applauded, and the 
favourite Teemed to look upon me with a fa- 
vourable tyc 

The very next day, while 1 was bulled in 
watering the orange-trees in the garden, wi 
funych paffiflg by me, without flopping or 
fpeaking one word, dropt a billet at my feet-i 
J took it up in a confufion made up of fear 
#nd joy. — I lay down upon the ground, that 
j might not be feen from the windows of the 
feraglio i and concealing myfelf behind the 
boxes in which the orange-trees were planted, 
opened the letter, in which I found a pretty 
valuable diamond, .and theic words in good 
Caftilian : 

*' "VT^UNG Chriftian, thank heaven for 
*' J[ thy captivity. — Love and fortune will 
*' make thee happy : love, if thou art fen- 
*' fible to the charms of a beautiful woman ; 
" and fortufte, if thou haft courage to defpife 
•• the greateft danger." 

I did 

D.5-,z,t.b,GOOgiC 
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I did noc in the leaft doubt that the letter 
came from the favourite Sultana : the ftile ani 
diamond perfuaded me, that fbe muft ' havc- 
beeri the author. Bcfidcs that I atn not na- 
turally very timorous, the vanity of being ia 
the good graces of a Grand Signior's miftrefs* 
and, more than that, the hope of getting fron:> 
her tour times as much moniiy' as would be 
neceflary for my ranfom, made me form the 
defign of atchieving that adventure, whatever 
dangers might attend it. I continued my 
work, mufinj; upon the means of entering the 
apartment oi^Farrukhnaz, or rather expefting^ 
that flic would pave the way ■, for I conclud- 
ed that Ihe would not Hop there, but at leaft 
be at more than half the trouble. I was not 
miftaken : the fame eunuch, that paffcd me 
before, repaired an hour after, andfaid, "Chrif- 
tian, haft thou conlidercd ; and wilt thou have 
the boldnefs to follow ' me ?" — I anfwered, 
" Yes." He replied, " Very well : heavca 
prcferve thee. — Thou flialt fee me again to- 
morrow morning." ^o faying, he retired. — 
Next day he appeared accwdingly, about eight 
ki the morning, and beckoned me to him. I 
obeyed the fignal, and hfi conduced me into, 
a hall, where there was a large piece of lincnv. 
■which another eunuch and he had broughc 
thither, and which they were zq carry to thb' 
Sultana, for the' decoration of an Arabian 
piece, that Ihe was prepariog for the enter- . 
lainmcnt of the Dey. 

1 5 Xbc 
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The two eunuchs, having fpread out tfic 
cloth, kid me along within it^ and, at the 
. hazard of my being fufFocated, rotted it up 
again with me in the middle :,ihen, each tak- 
ing one end of it, cavricd me thus, unquef- 
tioned, into the bed-chamber of the fair. Ca- 
chfmirUn, who had.. nobody with her but an> 
eld flave, devoced to hrr pfcafure. When the- 
two unrolled the clothe Farfukhnai, at fight 
of me, broke out inro tranfports of jpy, that 
w«ll difcovered the genius ix women in that 
country. — Bold as t naturally was, I could 
not fee myfelf tran^rted, aU of a fudden, 
insothefecret apartment of the women, with- 
out being feized with ft;ar. The. lady eafily; 
perceived it,, aad in" order ta diffipate my ap- 
prcltf nfioB* fiid, " Young maH» fear nothing r 
bolyman is gone to- his couatry-houfc, where 
he wiU remain all day j fo that we may con- 
yerfc tpgether freely." 

KncoViraged by thcfe words,. I affumed at 
look that redouJaled the fcivourite's joy. " 1 
am plcafed. with: your perfon, (&id ihe) and 
intend to foften rfie rigour of your flavery r 
I believe yau worthy cJ ihefentiments I have 
conceived fcM" you ; for tho'' you are in the 
drefs of a flave, you. have a noble and gallant 
air, .that fhews you are not 'of the vulgar: 
■ Speak freely, and tell mc who you are. — I 
know that daptives of a noble birth difguifc 
their rank, that they may be redeemed at an- 
eafier rate ; but you have no occafion to be?- - 
kaye in that manner vidi me : I £hould even 
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be affronted at fuch a precaution, fince I pr»- 
mife to fet you at liixTty. — Be fincere, tlierc- 
fore, and confcfi that you arc a young man 
of, a good faoiily." " Tru^y, madam, (I re- 
plied) it would be ingratitude in mc 10 repay 
your gencrofity with diflimulation i and fince 
you ablblutely charge me to reveal my qua- 
lity, you muft be fatisfied. I am the fon of 
a Sfanifti grandee." — Perhaps I fpoke truth ; 
at kift the Sultana believed it ; and, pleafed 
that Hie had thrown her eyes upon a gentle- 
man of importance, aflured me that ic ftiould 
HOt be her tault, if we did not fee one another 
efttn i.1 private. — Vie had a pretty long coir- 
verlation, and I never faw a more engaging-; 
woman : Ihe tinderftood feveral languages, 
efpecialiy the CaftUian, which Ih:; fpoke precty 
well. When ihe judged it time for us tf> 
part, I wcdt, by her order, into an ozier baf- 
ket, covered with a flowered (ilk, the work 
of her own hand. Then tlie two flaves, wha 
brought me in, ■<itcTC called, and carried me 
out as a prefent from the favourite to the Dey : 
a thing lac red> from all tiu: men wlio ar& in- 
trufted wich the guard of the women. 

Farrukhnaz, and I found other means of fee- 
ing one another ; and that amiable captive in- 
spired me with aktioft as nwch love for.her^ 
a? the had for me. Our intelligence renlained 
fecret during two months j although it is very 
difficult in a feraglio, to conccil the mvf- 
■ tcries of love fo long from the Argun's that 
vatch it. But an unlucky accident dJIcon>- 
I 6 certed 
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certcd-our fpiall afiairs, and my fortune was. 
iniircly changed^ "Ope day, ^hen I had .been 
i»croduced to the Sultana in the. ^ody of an 
antBcial dragon, that was made for a thow, 
atid was cOnverfiog with her, Solyman* who, 
X- imagine^, w.(is bufy in the country, inter- 
rupted u% apd entered fo haftUyinto the apart- 
inenjtpf his favoiiriC]:,,that the ojld flave fcarc^ 
b^d time to advertife us of his arrival ; con- 
fcquqntly, I had npletfore to conceal tnyfclf, 
aqd^ therefore was the firit object that prefented 
itfitif to the view pf the-Dey- 

He fecmed ^ftoeithed at t^e .fight of me, 
and his eyes kindled with fuiy. 1 looked upon 
myXelf as one that touched hi» .laft jnoment» 
and already imagined myfelf under the tor- 
ture^ As for Farfukhaa?, I perceived that 
Stff was t^ri^ed indeed ; but inftpad of own- 
ing her criaae and afltiftg pardon, (be faid jq 
Solyjnan, " Signior, be^r/: ypp pronounce 
my fentencc, deign to .hear my.desfcnce : ap- 
pearances, doubdefs, condemn me,.and I fcem. 
to have committed a piece of treafon worthy 
1^ the mofl horrible chaftifement^ I have 
brought this yeung captive ht.tlift:} and inx>rr 
^r to introduce him into my apantmeat, have 
i^fed the fame artifice which 1 wouldhaveem- 
ploy^s^^tf I had entertained .a violent pafiioo. 
:&r. hiffi' Neverthelefs, I take our bo}y pro- 
phet to witnefs, that noiwithftandtng this con- 
•du^] I am not unfaithful. 1 had a mind to 
cooverfe with riiis chriftian flave, in order to- 
^tacii tujn.fi;<;Hn'bis ie£^ Aod engage bim to- 
foJlpw/ 
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follow that of the believers. I have found in 
him fuch a rcfiftance as I expeifted j but how- 
ever, I have conquered his prejudice, andhe 
has proraifed to embrace Mahomeranifm." . 
I own, I ought to have contradifted the fa- 
leourite, withaut any regaFd to the dangerous 
■ conjunfture in which I was : but being in the 
utmoft dcjcdion qf fpirit, afFedled with the 
danger in which I faw a woman whom I loved, 
and trembling for myfelf, I remained fpecch- 
lel's and confufed : .1 could not utterone word, 
asd the Dey, pcrfuaded by my filence that 
his miftrels faid nothing but the truth, was 
appeafed. "Madam, (laid he) I am willing 
to believe that you iawcnot injured me, And 
that a-defiEC of doing a thing agreeable to the 
prophet, has engaged you to hazard fuch a 
delicate adion. ■ J forgive your imprudence, 
therefore, providcd^atthis captive takes the 
turban imoicdiatdy." He feotforaMarabou* 
that initant, I was .cloathed with a Turkilh 
drefs, and did all that was required, wkh- 
ouE having power to refift. Or rather, I was 
ignorant ot'wiiat I did, fo much were my fcnfcs 
difordered. How many- chriftians are there, 
rtrho- would have been as bafe as I was, on fuch 
an occafion ! 

After die cerelhony, I quitted the feraglio,. 
under the name of Sidy Hali, to exercife a 
iraall employment beftowcd upon me by So- 
lyman. I never faw the Sultana again ; but 
ooe of her eunuchs coming to me one day:, 

* MMVboM.arc Habometui priefti. 

4, ^ *> ','brou^ht 
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brought from her a prefent of jewels worth' 
two thouland fuUanins of gold, with a billet, ■ 
in which the lady affured me, that Ihc wouid 
never forget my generous complaifance, ir»- 
fuSering myfelf to be made a Mahometan, in 
order to fave her life. Truly, befides the- 
prefents I received from Farrukhnaz, I ob-' 
talned, through her canal^ an employment 
more confiderable than the Grft, and m lefs' 
than fcvcn years^ became one of the richeft 
ren^^ocs in the city of Algier. 

You may well believe, that if I afiifted ac ■ 
the prayers which the muilulmcn put up in 
iheic mofqucs, and fulfilled the other dutie* 
of their religion^ it was only out of pure gri- 
mace. I preferved a determined relbludon to 
re-enter into the bofom of the church } and 
for that purpofr, to withdraw one day, into 
Spain or Italy, with the riches which I Ihoulil 
amafs. In the mean time, I lived very agree- 
ably i was Lodged in a fine houfe, had fuperb 
Burdens, a. great number of flaves, and very 
Bandfome women in my feragUo. Though 
the ufe of wine is forbid in that country to 
Mahometans, they don*t fal, for the moft 
part, to dcink in in private. As fiar my own 
part, I drank it without ceremony, as almoll 
all renegadoes dot I remember i had, two 
companions. with. whom I oftea commioted a 
debauch within, the night* One was a- Jewi 
the other an Arabian, and both-, as I imagin- 
ed, honed men ; lb that I livol ^th. them 
ia che^ ^catell familiarity. One. evening, 1 
D5-,z,tb,Googici** 
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invited them to fupper, and a dog, of vthich 
I was pafTionacely fond, having died that day, 
■we bathed his body, and buried it with all 
the ceremony that is obferved at the funerals 
c^ the Mahometans. In lb doing,, we had na 
inteniiwif to ridicule the muflulman religion ;. 
but only to amufe Qurfeives, and gratify a. 
fbolifh whim that feized us in the middle of 
our debauchi, to render the laft duties to my 
dog. 

This a^ion, however, had well aigh ruined 
me. Next day» a man. came to my houfe,. 
and faidj " SigniorSidy Hali^ lam. come hi- 
ther on an important aSiur. The Cady * 
wants to fpeak with you ; take the trouble,, 
tf you pleale, to go to his houfe immediaiely t 
an Arabian merchant who fupped with yoa 
lafl night, has informed him of a certain im- 
piety committed by yotiy with regard to a 
dog which yoa buried. For this reafon I 
(jjmmon you to appear this diy before that 
judge, otheEwife I give you. notice that you, 
will be proceeded againft in a criminal man<- 
ner " St^ laying, he went away^ leaving me 
thunderltruck-with this citation- The Ara- 
bian had no caufe to complin of me,, and I 
could not comprehend the traitor's reafon for 
playing me thistrick. Ncverihelefs, the thing 
was not to be negleifted* I khew the Cady 
was a man fevere in ^peu^ncCj but not at 
all Icrupiilous at bottom : fo I put two hun~ 
dred fultanins of gold in my purfe, and re- 

• Tha Gkdg ihitit civil' migillun iaciery wwn in Turksjk 

paired 
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paired to his houfe. He carried me into bis- . 
dofet, and faid, with a ftcm look, " Yoir 
are an impious, facrilegioiis, and abominable 
man : you have interred a dog like a muflul- 
man : what horrid profanation ! Is it thus then 
you regard our moft facred ceremonies ? and 
did you become a Mahoinetan, only to make- 
a jeft of our worfliip ?" " Mr. Cady, (I re- 
plied) the Arabian, who has made fuch a ma- 
licious report of me, that f.dfe friend, is an ac- 
complice of my crime^ if it be a crime to 
grant the honours of burial to a faithful do- 
meftic — an animal th,at poflefied a thoufandi 
good qualities. He loved people of merit 
and diftinftion fo much, that even in his laft 
moments, as a teftimony of his friendfhip, he 
has left them his whole fortune by a will, of 
which lam the fole executor. He bequeaths 
twenty crowns to one, thirty to another, and. 
Sir, he has not forgot you, (added J, taking 
out my purfe) here are two hundred fultanins 
of gold which he charged me to give you."' 
. The Cady lofing his gravity at this difcourfej 
"eould not help laughing, and as we were alone, 
took the purfewithout ceremony, faying, while 
he difmiffcd me, " Go, Signior Sidy Hali, 
you have-done well, to inter with pomp and 
honour a dc^ -who had fo much conQderation- 
for perfons of worth.*' 

■ By thefe mearw I extricated myfclf out of 
Ais affair, which if it did not make me more- 
wife, rendered me at leaft more circumfpeft 
Ibr the future, 1 ao longer drank wkb the 
Arabian^ 
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■ Arabian, nor even with the Jew ; . but chofc 
■for a companion at my cups, a young gentlff- 
man of Leghorn called Azarini, who was my 
own flave. I was not like the reft of the re- 
negadoes, who are more cruel ■ to chriftian 
fiavcs than the Turks thetnfelvcs ; all my cap- 
tives waited very patiently for their redemp- 
tion i';pd indeed I treated them fo gently, 
that ibmetimes they told me\ they were more 
SfFtW of changing their matter, than defirous 
litliberty, whatever charms it has for pcopte 
in & ftate of bondage. ;■ , 

One day, the Dey*s velTels returned with 
confiderable' prizes, bringing in more than an 
hundred flaves of both fexes, whom they had 
taken on the coafts of Spain. Solyman kept 
l)ut a very froall number, and the reft were 
■expofed to falc : I arrived in'the market-place!, 
and bought a Spanifli girl about^ ten or twelve 
years old, who wept bitterly and fecmed in 
defpair. I was furprifcd to fee one of her aga 
fo fenfible of captivity-, and bid her, in Caf- 
tilian, moderate her affliftion, affurlng het 
that Qie had fallen into the hands of a maftep 
who did not want humanity, though he wore 
a turban. The young creature, whofc mind 
was ftill engroffed byherforrow, didnot hear 
what I faid-f file did nothing but iob, com- 
plain of herfate, and from tinie to lime, cry 
with a piteous-accent, " O my- mother ! why 
are we feparated ? I fliould have patience were 
we together." In pronouncing thefe. words, 
fhe turned her eyes-towards a woman between 
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forty and fifty years of ^e, who ftood a few- 
paces from her, and with a downcaft look, 
waited in fullen filence, untjl fomebody fliould 
piirchafe her. I aflccd the young.girl, if cKe 
. peribn ihe looked at was her mother, " Yes, 
alas! Signior, (flie. replied) in the name of 
God, do not part us." "Well, my child, 
(faFd I) if it is ncceflary for your conWatioo 
.'that you fliotild be together, you fliall foon 
be fkvshed." At the fame time, I approach- 
ed the mother, in order to bid for her : but I 
no fooner beheld her face, than I recollefte<i, 
with all the emotion you can imagine, the 
features,' the individual countenance of Lii- 
cinda ! *■ Juft heaven ! (Cid I to myfclf) 'tis 
my own mother! 'tis, doubtlefs, (he berfclf!" 
As for her, whether the deep affliftion oc- 
cafioned by her misfortunes, made all the ob- 
jefts that furrounded her appear to her as 
enemies ; or' that my drefs difguifed me ; or 
rather, that I was much altered in twelve years, 
during which Ihe had not fccn mc, I know 
not, but fhe did not at all remember me. 

Having bought her alfo, I carried them 
both to my houfe, where dcfigning to give, 
them the pleafure of knowing who I was, 
" Madam, ({aid I to Lucinda) is it poflible 
that my features dp not ftrike you ? Have my 
whifkers and turban diiguifed me fo much, 
that you do not know your (on Raphael '** 
My mother, ftarting at thefe words, confider- 
ed my countenance, recollected me, and we 
embraced one another with g,reat tendernels. 
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1 then embraced her daughter, who perhaps 
knew no more of having a brother, than I of 
having a fifteK " Conftfs (faid I to my mo- 
ther) that in all your theatrical pieces, you 
have not a recognition fo original as this." 
•* Son, (anfwered Ihe fighing) I " was at firft 
rejoiced to fee you again, but now my joy is 
Converted into grief! Inwhat a fituation, alas ! 
do I find you ! My fla.very gives me a thon- 
fand limes lefs pain than that odious drefs." 
*' In good faith ! madam, (faid I, interrupt- 
ing her with a laugh) I admire your delicacy, 
which to be furs is very commendable in an 
afirefs : why, good God ! mother, you muft 
be gready altered, if my metamorphofis of-- 
fends you fo much : inftead of finding fatilt 
with my turban, look upon me rather as an 
aftor who plays the part of a Turk upon the 
flage : though 1 am a renegado, [ am no 
more a muffulman now, than when I was in 
Spain J and at bottom I feel myfclf ftill at- 
tached to my religion : when you fhall know 
the adventures that have happened to me in 
this country, you will excufe my conduft. 
Love was my crime ; and I facrificc to that 
deity : I am fomewhat of your difpofition, I 
afiure you. There is ftill another reafon, (add- 
ed I) which ought to moderate your difplea- 
ftire in feeing me thus fituated. You expect- 
ed to fuffer in Algier a rigorous captivity ; 
and you find in your mafter a fon, tender, 
re'fpeftful, and rich enough to maintain you 
here in abundance, until we can lay hold of . 
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an occafion of ceturning certainly into Spwrf. 
So chat ypu muft aUow .that proverb to be 
true, whicE fays; *' It is an ill wind iliat blows 
no body good." 

" Son, (faid Lucinda to me) fince you dcr 
fign CO rcpafs one day into your own cpuntryi 
and there abjure the religion of Mahomet, I 
am comforted. Thank ^leaven ! (continued 
flic) that I iball be able to carry back your 
fifter Beatrice, fafe.and found, into Caftilc.** 
'^ Yes, Madam,' (cried I) you (hall have it 
in your power : we will go all three together 
as foon as pofllble, and rejoin the reft of our 
family J for I fuppofe you have more marks 
of your fhiitfulnefs in Spain." — " No,- (faid 
my mother) I have no osher children than 
you two, and you muft: know that Beatrice 
is the fruit of lawful wedlock."—" Why (I 
refumed) did ypu give my little fifter that ad- 
vantage over me ?. How could you refolve 
to marry ? I have heard you fay an hundred 
times, during my childhood, that you could 
not forgive an handfome woman for taking 
an hulband."^" Every feafon has its r^lbn> 
my fon, (Ihc replied) men of the moft firm 
rcfoiuiion are apt to change ; and would you 
have a woman be more conftant 1 I will (add-, 
ed flie) recount my hiftory after ycm left Ma- 
drid." . Then Ihe made the following narfa- ■ 
tion, which (as it is curious) I will favour you 
with. 

" If you remember it, (faid my mother) 
you quitted young Lcgane? ;^ut thirty years. 
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ago : ac that time the duke of Medina Cdi 
told me, that he would come and fup with 
me in private one evening : he appointed the 
' day, when i waited for that nobleman, who 
came accordingly, and I had the good fortune 
to pleafe him. He demanded the facrifice of 
all the rivals he might have : I granted his re- 
queft, in hppes of being well paid for my 
condefcenfion : and my hopes were not dif- 
appointed : for, the very next day, I received 
from him confiderable prcfents, which were 
followed by many more, during the courfe of 
our corretpondence. I was afraid that 1 fliould 
not be able to detain a man of fuch high rank 
a long time in my fetters ; and this I dreaded 
the more, becaufe I knew verywell, that he ■ 
had efcaped from celebrated beauties, whofe 
chains he had broke almofl; as foon as he had 
bore them. Neverthelefs, far from being every 
. day lefs and Icfs pleafed with my favours, his 
raptures feemed rather to increafe : in Ihorr, 
I had the art' to amufe him, and hinder his 
heart, naturally inconftant, from giving way 
to its ufual levity. 

He had been attached to me already three 
months, and I had room to flatter myfelf, that 
,his paflion would be of long duration ; when 
one of my die-friends and I went to an afiem- 
bly, where he happened to be with his dutchefs, 
in order to hear a concert of vocal and in- 
ftrumental mufic. We chanced tm place our- 
felves pretty near the dutchefs, -wlTb was plea- 
fed to tikfi it amils, that I fliould prcfumc to 



190 The ADVENTURES oi 

appear in a place where Ihe was, and fent a 
mcffage to me, by one of her women, de- 
firing that I -would immediately wididraw. I 
returned an infolent anfwer, which incenled 
the duEchefs lb much, that (he complained <^ 
it to her hu^and, who came to me in perfon, 
and faid, " Retire, Lucinda ; though noble- . ' 
men of my rank attach themfelveS to fuch 
little creatures as you, they muft not forget 
thcmfelves altogether : if we love you more 
than our wives, we honour our wives more 
than you ; and as often as you have the info- 
lence to put yourfelves in competition with 
them, you will' always have the mortification 
to be treated with indignity." 

Luckily for mc, the duke fpoke this in a 
tone of voice fo low, that not one word was 
overheard by the people around, us. I with- 
drew, covered with fliame, and wept with 
vexation, for the affront I had received. To 
crown my confufion, the actors and aflrefies 
got notice of the adventure that very even- 
ing : one would th'nk rhcfe people entertaia 
a dsemon, who delights in reporting to one . 
whatever happens to'andther. If aa aftor, 
for example, is guilty <rf" fome extrav-gant 
action in a debauch, or an adtrefs enters into 
articles with a rich gallant, the company is - 
immediately informed of the circumftance. 
All my comrades, therefore, knew what hap- 
pened at the concert, and God knows how 
they rejoiced at my cxpence. A fpiritof chdt- 
lity, which reigns wiojig them, ufually ma- 
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nifcfts itfelf on thefe occafions. I putmyfelf, 
however, above their t;ttle- tattle, and con- 
folcd myfelf for the lofs of the duke de Me- 
dina Celi i for he vifited me no more, and I 
learned a few days after, that a CarthuHan 
nun had made a conqaeft of him. 

When a lady belonging to the theatre has 
the good fortune to be in vogue, flie cannot 
want lovers •, and the paDion of a grandee, - 
though it does not iaft above three days, 
greatly enhances her price. I found myfelf 
befieged with adorers, as foon as it was known 
in Madrid that the duke had forfaken me. 
Thofe rivals whom I had facrificed to him, 
more captivated by my charms than ever, re- 
turned in crowds, as candidates for my fa- 
vour ; I received homage from a thoufand 
other hearts, and was never ib much in falhion 
before. Of all the men who courted my graces, 
a fat German, gentleman to the duke d'Of- 
fuiia, feemed the mod eager. He had not a 
very amiable perfon, but attracted my atten- 
tion by a thoufand piftoles, which he had 
amaffed in the fervice of his mafter, and which 
he fquandered away,, in order to be deemed 
worthy of being in the lift of my happy gal- 
lants. As long as this worthy admirer, whofe 
name was Brutandorf, had money to fpend, 
I gave him a favourable reception ; but when 
he was ruined, he fojnd my door always fliut ' 
againft Mm. This proceeding of mine dif- 
pleafed him, and he came to iearch for me at 
the theatre, during the play. He found roe 
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behind the fcenes, and began to teproach me 
for my ingratitude. I laughed in his face, at 
which he was enraged, and lent me a box on 
the ear, like a blunt German as he was : I 
ftirieked aloud, interrupted the reprefentation^ 
appeared upon the ftage, and addreffitig my-. 
I'eifiothe Duke d'Offuna, who was prefent 
with the dutchefs his lady, demanded juftice 
for the German behaviour of his gentleman. 
The diake ordered us to go on with the play, 
and faid he would hear the parties, when we 
hadfiniflied the piece. As foon as it was over, 
I prefented myfclf, in a good deal of emo- 
tion, before the duke, and figniBed my griev- 
ance in a pathetic manher ; as for the Ger- 
man, he employed but two words in his de- 
fence i he faid, " that far from repenting cff 
what he had done, he would do it again, on 
the fame provocation." Both parties being 
heard, the Duke of Ofluna faid to my adver- 
fary, " Brutahdorf, I djfmifs you from my 
fervice ylct me never fee your face again : not 
that I mind your having (truck an aftrefs, but 
am offended at your want of refpedl to your 
mailer and miftrefe, by prefuming to dillurb 
the entertainment in their prefeBce." 

This .fentence I could not digeft : I was 
mortally piqued, becauFe the German had not 
been turned away on account of his infotehcc 
tome: I imagined that fuch an affront put 
upon an a^refs, ought to have been as fc- 
verely puniflicd as petty trcafon, and 1 had laid 
my account with feeing the gentleman under- 
D5-,z,tb,Googic & 
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go fomc terrible infliftion. This difagreeable_ 
event undeceived and convinced me, that tlie 
world always makes a diftinftion betweefr the 
players and the characters' they reprefent.' I* 
was, for this reafon, difgiifted with the ftage, 
which I relblved to abandon, anc^ go to live 
at a great diftancc from Madrid. I accord- 
ingly chofe the city of Valencia for the place 
of my retreat, and thither 1 rep.iired incog- 
nito, with the value of twenty thoufand du- 
cats, in jewels and calh : a fortune, as I 
thought, fufficient to maintain me during the' 
reft of .my days i fincc I defigned to lead a 
very retired life. I took a fmall houfe at Va- 
lencia, and had no other domeftics than a 
niaid-Tervant and a page, to whom I was as 
little known as to the whole city, I pretendr 
ed to be a widow of an officer of the king's 
houfhold i and faid I came to fettle at Va- 
lencia, becaufe it had the reputation of being 
one of the moft agreeable places in Spain, I 
faw but very littie company, and obferved 
fuch a regular condnft, that I was never fuf- 
peded of having- been an aftrefs. In fpite of 
my care, however, to keep myfelf concealed, 
1 attrafted the notice of a gentleman, who had 
a country-hoyfe near Paterna. He was a very 
well-made cavalier, between thirty-iiveand for- 
ty years of age, but withal, a nobleman very 
much in debt; which is no great rarity in 
the kingdom of Valencia, more than in other 
countries. 

Vol. U. K This 
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This Signior Hidalgo *, finding my pcrfon 
to his liking, wanted to know if -I could an- 
fwerJjis puipofe in other lefpcdsr'for this 
«nd, he uncoupled his Qjics to make difco- 
vcfies, and had the [deafure to learn from their 
report, that, befidcs fome {hare of beauty, I 
was a widow of good fortune. He looked 
upon me, therefore, as a fuitable match, and, 
in a little time, an honeft old gendewoman' 
came to my houfe, and told me, from him, 
that being equally charmed with my beauty 
and virtue, he made a tender of his heart, 
and was re^dy to condud me to the altar, as 
foon as I would favour hin^ with my hand. 
I aiked three days to deUberate up(Mi his pro^ 
pofal, and inform myfclf of his charafter j 
which was fo engaging, that, although I was 
not ignorant of his fituation, I eafily deter- 
mined to marry him in a Ihort timp after. 

Don Manuel de Xercia (fo was my hufband 
called) carried me immediately to his ca^le, 
that had a very antique air, of which he was 
not a little vain. He pretended that one of 
his anceftors had caufed it to be built -, and 
from thence concluded, that there was not a 
nioreantient houfe in Spain than that of Xercia.' 
But this title of nobility, fair as it was, had 
like to have been deftroyed by time ; for the 
caftle, which they were obliged to prop up in . 
fcvcral parts, threatened immediate ruin. How 
^appy, therefore, was Don Manuel in marry- 

* Hidilgo [in Spxnilh) ii » gsntlcmin, literiUf ronicliad;'! ton, ' 
in eonV*''''''"^'^ U* f^^ '"in an Om fou of nobodjFi 
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ing me ! more than half of my. money was 
employed in reparations ; and die reft ferved 
. to put us in a condition of making a figure 
in the country. Behold me then (to ufe the 
cxpreflion) in a new world, changed into the 
njrmph of a caftle, and lady of a parifli. Here 
was a metamorphofis ! and I was too good an 
aArefs, not to fupport, with dignity, the 
Iplendor with which I was invefted by my 
rank- I alTLimed lofty theatrical airs, which' 
made the village conceive an high idea of my 
birth. How merry would they have been at 
my expence, had they known the truth of 
the matter ! the nobility in the neighbour- 
hood would have beftowed upon me a thou- 
fand taunts, and the peafants abated a great 
deal of the refpeft they fhewed. 

I had Hved happily near fix years with Don 
Manuel, when he died, leaving my affairs 
in great perplexity, with your filter Beatrice, 
then going in her fifth year. The caftle, 
which Was all the eftate we had, was unluckily 
engaged to fcvcral creditors, the chief of whom 
was one Bernard Aftuto *, whofe name feemed 
-very well adapted to his charafter : he prac- 
tifed at Valencia the bufinefs of an attorney, 
which he exercifed with confummate fkil!, ' 
having ftudied the law in order to qualify 
himfelf for cheating with the greater dexte- 
rity. What a terrible creditor he was 1 a caftle 
under the claws of fuch an attorney, is like a 
pigeon in the talons of a kit?. Accordingly^ 

* Aflato k t Spviilh word, Gspifying znH or tuoninE. 
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Signior Aftuto, as Toon as he underftood the 
death of my huiband, did not tail to belicgc 
the caftle, which he would undoubtedly have 
blown up, by the mines that chicanery began 
to prepare ; had not my good genius inter- 
poled, and ordered it fo, as that my befieger 
became my Qave. I had the good fortune to 
captivate him, during an interview we had on 
the fubjeift of the law-fuit. I Ipared nothing, 
I own, to infpire him with a paflion for me : 
the defire of fiving my land, made me prac- 
tife upon him all thofc IjnguJfhing airs which 
had "often fucceeded fo well. NotwjtKftand- 
iog all my art, I was afraid of being baf- 
fled by the attorney, who was fo irigulph- 
ed in bufincfs, that he did not feem lufcep- 
tible of an amorous impre/Tion. Neverthe- 
lefs, this fuUen, aukward fcrawler took more 
pleafure jn looking at me, than I imagined. 
*' Madam, (faid he) I know not how to make 
love : I have always applied to my profeflion 
foclofely, as to negledt the methods and cuf- 
toms of gallantry ; but, however, I am not 
ignorant of the eflencial part ; and, therefore, 
to come to the point, I aflure you. that if you 
will give me your hand, we will burn the 
whole proceedings ; I will bubble th? other 
creditors, who join in the fuit againft you : 
you Ihall enjoy the life-rent, and your daugh- 
ter the pt^jperty of the land," My own in- 
tereft, and that of Beatrice, did not permit 
me to hcfitate ; I accepted the propofal, and 
the attorney kept his promifc. He turned his 
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arms agalnft the reft of the creditors, and fe- 
■ cured me in the poffeffion of my caltle ; and 
this, perhaps, *as ihe firft lime of his having 
befriended the widow and the orphan. 

I became, therefore, an attorney's wife, 
without ceafmg to be lady 6f the parilh. But 
this new marriage coft me the eftcem of the 
gentry in Valencia. The women of falliion' 
looked upoa me as one who had degenerated, 
and therefore would not vifit me-, h that 1 
was obliged to confine myfelf to an acquain- 
tance among citizens : a circiimftance that 
gave me fomc uneafincfs at firit -, bccaufe I 
had been for fix years accuftomed to cor- 
rtfpond with none but ladies of difiindion ; 
but I foon confoled myfelf, and became ac- 
quainted with the wives of a fcrivener and 
.two attomies, whofe charafters were pleafarit 
enough ; there was fumething ridiculous ia 
their behaviour, that diverted me very much. 
" Thcfe fmall gentry believed themfelvcs ladies 
of fome con fide rat'on. " Alas ! (faid I, fomc- 
times, to myisrlf, when 1 ;faw them forget 
themfelves) this is the way of the world : 
every one thinks lierfdf better tiian her neigh- 
bour, i imagined, that aftrefles were the only 
people that did not know" chemrdves ; biit 
J find that citizens . wiv,'S are not a whit mere 
realonable. I wifti that, by way of punift- 
ment, they were obliged to keep in their houfes 
the pi6tures of their grandfathers: in g(cd 
faith ihcy would not place. them in llie n.t-ft 
remarkable apartment," 
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After having been married four years, Sig- 

.nior Bernardo Aihjto fell fick, and died with- 
out children ; lb that, with what he had fet- 
tled upon me at our marriage, and the money 
1 was left in poffelfion of, I found myfelf a 
rich widow, and had the reputation of being 
I'o. On this report, a Sicilian gentleman, 
whofe name was Colifichini, refolved to at- 
tach himfelf to rqc, ia order to ruin or efpoufc 
me, for he left me the choice, ,He had come 
from Palermo to fee Spain, and after having 
fatisfied his curiofity, waited' (as he faid) at 
Valencia, for an opportunity of rcpaffing into 

. Sicily. This gentleman was not more than 
five and twenty years of age, genteely ffiaped, 
though fmall ; in-lhort, I liked his' appear- 

. ance. He fouild means to fpeak with me in 
private, and I wiU frankly own, that I be- 
came madly fond of him, in our firft inter- 
view. On his iide, the little rogue ieemed 
quite captivated by my charms ; and I believe 
(God forgive me) we ftiould have married one 
another immediately, had the attorney's death, 
which was ftill recent, permitted me to con- 

- traA a new engagement fo foon : but ever 
fince ! had fallen into the tafte of matrimony, 
I maintained the punflilios of decorum. 

We agreed, therefore, to defer our mar- 
liage for fome time, out of decency : in the ' 

. meao time, Colifkhini continued his addrefles, 

and his paflion, far from abating, feemcd to 

incrcafi; daily. The poor young man was noc 

very 
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Very well provided with-eaffitj I perceived it, 
'and he no longer wanted money i for, befidcs 
■that I was; atmoft twice his age,. I remembered ' 
that I had laid the men under contribuyon, ■ 
in my youths and I loolted upon what I now 
did, as a reftitutioa that acquitted my con- 
fcience- We waited, as patiently as we could,, 
"for the expiration of the time prefcribcd by 
cuftom, for women to remain in a ftate of 
widoWhood; and then, went to the altar, 
where we mutually bound burfelves in flic in- 
diffolublc tits of wedlock : we afterwards re- 

■ tired to my cattle, where, I may fay, we lived . 
two years, not fo- much like huiband and* 

'wife, as two tender lovers. But, alas! we 
'^vere not deftined to be long happy in one 

■ another, a fatat pleurify robbed me of my 

■ dear Colifichini." 

Here I interrupted my mother, crying, 
•' How ! Madanl, your third huiband dead 
"too ! you muft certainly be a very dangerous 
tenement." ** What could I do, fon ? (an- 
fwered Lucinda) was it in my power to pro- 
long the days that heaven had numbered ? if , 

■ I have loft three hulbands, I could not help 
it. Two of them I regretted very much : he 
for whom I had the leaft regard was the at- 
torney i as I married him out of intereft, I 
eafily confoled myfelf for his death. But(add- 
ed ihe) to return to Colifichini, I muft. tell 
you, that a few months after his deceafe, hav- 
ing a mind to go and fee, with my own eyes, ■ 
a country-houle near Palermo, which he had 

K4 ^, ,,^,Ooo#Sn«*_ 
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alTigp-cd to me as a joiiKure, in our contra^ 
of marriage, I embarked with my daughter, 
foF Sicily i but we were taken in our palT^e, 
by the veflclsof the Dey c^ Algier, and con- 
dufted into this city. Happily for us yoii 
chanced to be on the fpot, where we were put 
up to fale, oiherwife we might have fallen 
;into the hands of fome barbarous matter, who 
would have maltreated us, and tinder whom 
we might have pafled our whole life in bon- 
dage, without your knowing any thing of the 
matter." . _ 

Such was my mother's narrationiafterwhich, 
gentlemen, 1 gave her the beft apartment of 
my houfe, with th^ liberty of living as fhc 
Ihoiild think proper; a permiflion that Ihe rc- 
]i(hed very much. She had contraified fuch a 
habit of being in love, from the repeated 
fitracks of that paffion, that ihe muft abfo- 
lutely liave either an hufband or a gallant. At 
firft the cafl- her e^es on fome of my flaves j 
but Haly Pegelin, a Greek renegade, who 
came frequently to the houfe, fooii engrolTed 
her attention. Shs conceived a more violent 
palTion for him, than ever flie felt for Coli- 
fichini, and {he was fo much miftrefs of the 
art of plcafing, that fhe found the fecret'of 
charming him alfo, I winked at their iniclii- 
genc?, and thought of nothing then but my 
return into Spain. The Dey having already 
permitted me to fit out a veilel, to cruize and 
commie piracy, I was buficd in making pre- 
parations i and eight days before they were 
■ finilhed, 

■ ■■ " D5-,z,tb,GOOQlc 
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finiftied, faid to Lucinda, " Madam, wefliall 
depart from Algier,- in a very little time, a id 

■ Ijfi fight of that pliice which you deteft fo 
much.-" 

My mother grew pale at thefe words, and 
remained fpecchlefs. At which being ftrangely 
furprizedi " What do I fee. Madam ! (faid 
1} what is the meaning of that confterna- 
tion in your looks ? you feem to_be afflifted, 
rather th.m rejoiced at what 1 tell you! I 
though: I fhould have made you happy with 
the news of every thing's being ready for our 
de,;arture. Have you no longer any defire 
then, of repafling into Spain ?" " None at all, 
fon, (anfwered my mother) I have had fo 
much'affliftion in that kingdom, that I re- 
nounce it for ever." "■ What da F hear ! 
{cried I, in a tranfport of grief.) ah ! fay rather 
that love detaches you froti it. O heavens 1 
what a change is here ! when you arrived in 
this ciiy, every objeft that prefented itfelf was 

■odious to youi: eyes : but Haly Pegelin has 
altered your difpofition." *' I don't deny it, 
(replied Lucinda) I love that renegade, whom 

* 1 delign to tjke for niy fourth hulband." 
" What an abandoned projefl; ! (laid I^ in- 
terrupting her, %vith horror) would you marry 
a muflulman ? you forget that you are a 
chriftian ; or rather, you never was o.ie but 
in name. Ah ! mother, what are you about 
to do ? you have refolved upon your own per- 
dition, by voluntarily embracing that which 
1 Was compelled to t^ necciEty.'* 

K. 5 D,-,.....,Googl-ufcd 
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I ufed many more arguments to difluade 
her from her defign ; but I harangued to no 
puTpofc : Ihe had formed her tcfolution ; and 
not contented with following her own wicked 
inclination, and quitting me to live with that 
renegade, flic wanted to carry Beatrice along 
with her alfo : but this I oppofcd. *' Ah, 
wretched Lucinda ! (faid I to her) if nothing 
is able to reftrain you,- at leaf): abandon your- 
felf only, to the fury that poflefles your ima- 
.gination i don't drag a young innocent crea- 
ture to the precipice from whence you intend 
.to throw yourfelf." Lucinda went away, 
without making any reply, and I believed 
that 3 remaining ray of reafon enlightened 
and hindered her from being obllinate in de- 
manding her daughter. But how little was I 
acquainted with my mother ! two days after, 
one of my flaves faid to me, *' Signior, take 
care of yourfelf; one of Pegehn's captives 
has imparted a thing to me, of which you 
cannot take the advantage too foon. Your 
mother has changed her religion, and to pu- 
nilh you, for having refufed lo let her carry 
off Beatrice, is rcfolved to inform the Dey of 
your intended flight." ' I did not- doubt one 
moment, that Lucinda was capable of doing 
what my (lave mentioned : I had opportunities 
of ftudying the lady, and perceived, that, by 
the habit of afling fanguinary pares in trage- 
dies, Ihe was To familiarized to guilt, that Ine 
could have caufed me to be burnt alive, and, ' 
I believe, would have been no more affe&ed 
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^ith my death, than 'ftnGh the cataftrophe of 
■a dramatic pcriformancc. . 

Willing therefore not to negleft the advice 
of my Oave> I haftened my emb»'kation, hired 
Turks, according to the cuftorTi of the cop- 
fairs of Algier, when they go on a cruize ; 
but i hired no more than fuch as were ne- 
ceffary to keep me unfufpcfted, and fet fail as 
foon as poflibie, with all my (laves, and my 
After Beatrice. You may well believe, that I 
did not forget to carry off, at the fame time, 
all my jewels and money, whichmight amount 
to the value of iax thoufarid ducats. When 
we got to lea, we began byfecuring the Turks, 
whom we cafily chained, becaufe my flaves- 
were more numerous than they : and we had 
fuch a favourable wind, that m a little time. 
we made the coaft of Italy, and arrived, with- 
. out the leaft bad accident, in the harbour of 
■ Leghorn, where, 1 believe, the whole city 
crowded to fee us come alhore. The father 
of my ilavt Azarini being among the fpec- 
.tators, by accident or curiofity, lUrveyed all. 
the captives with great attention, as they dif- 
embarked i but though he fought among them 
the features of his fon, he little cxpefted to 
fee him again. What tranfports and embraces 
were the cortfequence of their meeting, when 
they recolleflcd one another ! 

As foon as Azarini had told his father.who I 
was, and what brought me to Leghorn, the old. 
man obliged me as well as Beatrice to lodge at 
his hojaft. I fhiril pafs over in fifence the detail 
: K6 of 
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ora'thoufand things that I was obliged to 
perform, in being r?-admittcd into the bofooi 

• of the diurch ; and only obferve, that I ab- 
jured Mahometifm much more heartily than 
1 Jiad embraced ir, , After having cptirtly 
purged ■myfelf of the gall of Algicr, 1 fold 
my veflcl, and fet all myjflayes.a^ liberty ; as 
for the Tufks, they were detained in prifon 
St Leghorn, in order to be exchanged for 
Chriftians. I received the beft of treatment 
from both the-Azarinis, tlie younger of whom 
married my fitter Beatrice, who was indeed 
no bad jnatch for hi m^ being a . gentleman's 

, daughter, and heirefe o£ the cadJe of Xercia, 
which my mother had taken care to farm out 
to a rich peafant of Paterna, when Ihe refolv- 

. cd upon her paflage into Sicily. 

Having flayed fome time at Leghorn, I lit 
out for pTorence, which I longed much to fee-; 
and whither I did not go wkhout letters of re- 

■ commendation. Azarinithe father had friends 

, at the grand duke's court, to whom he in- 
troduced rfic as a Spanjfti gentleman his ally ; 
and I prefixed Don to my name, imitating in 
that a great many Sfanlfh plebe ans, who, 
when they arc our of their own country, al- 
fume that title of hoBosr without ceremony. 
] boldly, li.ercfore, cajied myfelf Don Ra- 
phael ; and as i had brought from i\lgiec a 
fofficiency to fnpport my dignwy, appeared 
at court in a Iplcndid manner. The gentle- 
r an to whom A2arini had wrote in tny fst-' 
vovT,j^i\f cut that I was a perfcn ofqualiiyi 
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fo that his teftimonf, together with the airs 
I affumed, made me cafily pals for a man of 
importance. I foon got acquainted with the 
principal noblemen, who prefented.me to the 
grand duke, whom I had the good fortune to 
pleafe : upon which, 1 bent my whole endea- 
vour to make my court to that prince, and 
ftudy his difpofition. I liftcned attentively to 
what the oldeft courtiers faid to him i and ■ 
by their difcourfe difcovercd his inclinations. 
. Among other things* I obfervcd that he loved 
raillery, good ftories, and fallies of wit. I 

- modelled my fe If accordingly ; and every morn- 
ing marked in my pocket-book the ftories I 
defigned for the day. I had fuch a number 
of them in my memory, that my budget 

■ might be faid to have been full j and y^t, in 
fpite of all my management, it was emptied 
apace in fuch a manner, that I ftiould either ; 
. have been obliged to ufe repetition, or fhew 
; that 1 was at tlie elid o£ my apothegms -, if 
. my genius, fruitful in fiition, had not fur- 
, niihed me with abundance. But I compofed 
tales of galtantry and humour, that were very 

- -entertaining to the great duke ; and, as it often 

happens with profcffed wits, in the morning 
I invented bright exprefilons, which I uttered 
as unpremeditated fallies in the afternoon. 

I even elevated myfelf into a poet, and con- 
fecrated my mufe to the praife of the prince. 
I freely own indeed, that my verfc was none 
of the beft, therefore not much criticifed : but 
had it been better, I queftion if it would have 
been 
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been better received by the grand duke, who 
feemcd. very well facisfied with my talents j 
the matter, perhaps, hindered him from find- 
ing fault. Be that as it will; this prince in- 
femibly took fuch a' likuig to me, as gave 
umbrage to the courtiers. They endeavoured 
tx) difcovcr who I was, but did not fuccced. 
Getting notice^ however, that 1 had been a 
renegade,, they did not f^il to inform the prince 
of it, in hopes of injuring my chEU-ader, Bat 
this they could not accomplifli -, on the con^- 
trary, the great dake, one day, obliged me 
to give hira a faithful narration of my voyage 
to Algier ; I obeyed, and my adventures, 
which I did not at all difguife, afforded him 
infinite pleafure. 

'* Don Raphael, (faid he, when I had' 
finiflied the relation) 1 have a regard for you, 
Mid will give you a mark of it, which will, 
not permit you to doubt of my friendlhip. 
Iwill mJkc you the depoTitory trf my fecrets ; 
and to' begin with an inftance of my confi- 
dence, I mufttell you.that I am in love with 
the wife of one of my minifters. She is the 
moft amiable lady of my court, but, at the- 
f^me time, the moft virtuous: fhut up amidft. 
her family, and fotely attached to a husband 
whom (he adores, fiie feems ignorant of the. 
noife her charms make in Florence, Judge 
you if this muft not be a difiicult conquen:.. 
Ncverthelefs, this beauty, inacceffible as ftie- 
is to lovers^ has deigned, fometimes, bo hear 
my iigbs : I hare foupd means to fpcak to her 
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in private, and acquaint her with die fcnri- 
ments of my heart ; but I don't flatter myfelf 
with the hope of having infpired her with: 
mutual lave : Ihe has never given me caufe to 
form fuch an agreeable idea: I don't, how- 
ever, defpairof pleafing her by my affiduity,, 
and the myfterious conduct. I IhalL take care 
to obfervc. 

My pafiioa for thatlady (addedhe) is known. 
to nobody but hcrfelf : for, inftead of con- 
fulting my inclination without conftraint, and. 
a^ing the fovereigni I conceal the knowledge- ^ 
of my flame from all the world. A piece of. 
delicacy which I think I owe to- Mafcarini, 
the hufband of her I love : his zeal, attack- 
mcnt, fervices, and probity,.oWige me to con- 
duft myfelf with great frcrecy and circum- 
lpe6tion. I would not plunge a dagger into- 
the bofom of that unhappy hufband, uy de- 
claring myfelf the lover of his wife ; but wilh- 
that he may always remain ignorai% if pof- 
fible» of tiie flame that confumes mej for- 1. 
am perfuaded that he would die of grief, if 
he knew the confidence 1 now repoffc m you. . 
I conceal my fteps, therefore, and am refolved- 
to make ufe of you, in exprelling to Lucretia 
all the pangs I fufFer, by the conftraint which 
ihe impofes upon me : you fliall be the inter- 
preter of my fentiments, and 1 don't at all 
doubt that you will acquit yourfclf of the 
commiffion to a miracle. Contraft an ac- 
quaintance with Mafcarini, endeavour to gain 
his fViendlhip, itifinuateyourfelf into his houfe, 
and 
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and procure the liberty of converfing with his 
wife. This is what I cxpeft of you, and what 
I alTure myfelf, you will perform with all the 
difcretion and addrefs that fuch a deiicace cm- 
ployngent requires." 

I promifed to do all that lay in nny power, 
to juftify ihe confidence he honoured me w.th; 
and contribute to the futcels of his flame: 
^and foon kept m/ word with him ; I fpared 
nothing to plcafe M;if:arini, and accomplifh- 
ed my end with eafe. Charmed to find his 
friendlhip courted by a man who was Ircloved 
of his prince, he met my advances half way : 
his houfe was open to me : 1 had free accefs 
10 his lady, and, I dare fay, behaved myfelf 
fo well, that he had not the leaft fufpicion of. 
the negotiation entrufted to my care. *Tis 
trur, indeed, for an Italian, he was not much 
addifled to jealoufy ; he depended upon the 
virtue of Lucrctia, and (hutting himfelfup 
in his ciofet, left me frequently alone with her. 
1 went roundly to work, the very firft oppor- 
tunity; entertained the lady with the paffion 
of the grand duke, and toW her, that n»y 
fole defign in coming to her houfe, was to 
talk to her of that prince. She did not fcem 
captivated by him ; and yet, I perceived that 
her vanity hindered her from rcje<fting his ad- 
dreflcs : Ihe took pleafure in hearing them, 
without feeling any inclination to anfwer his 
defires. She did not want underftanding t 
but (he was a woman, and I obfcrved that her 
virtue yielded infcnfibly to the fuperb idea of 
ifo- 
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a fovercign in her chains. In ihort, the prince 
had reafon to flatter himCelf, that without em- 
ploying the violence of a Tarquin, he would 
fee Liicreiia fubjedcd to his love. An acci- 
dent, however, which he little expefted, de- 
ilroyed his hope, as you fhall prcfently hear. 
I am naturally impudent among womea, 
having acquired that qualification, 1 know not 
whether it be good or bad, among the Turks : 
Lucre tia was handfome, and I, forgetting that 
' I was only to adl the part of an amballador, 
. talked to her on my own fcore, offering my 
' Services with all the gallantry I was mafter, of. 
Inftead of being {hocked at my audacioufnefs, 
and replying in a rage, fhe faid, with a fmile, " 
•* You, muft own, Don Raphael, that the 
grand duke has made choice of a very faith- 
ful and zealous miniller, who ferves him with 
an integrity never enough to be commended." 
" -Madam, (faid I, with the fame air) don't 
let us examine things fcrupuloully ; but Jay . 
afidc thofe refle6tions, which (I know very 
well) are not at all favourable to me. I aban- . 
don mylelf to my pafiion ; and after all, don't 
. believe myfclf the firft confident of a prince, 
who has betrayed his mailer in affairs of gal- 
lantry ; for the great have often dangerous 
rivals in their meifengers of pleafure." " That 
may be, (replied Lucrctia) but as for my 
. part, I am fo high4"pirited, that nobody un- 
der the degree of a prince, fliall ever make 
" an impreflion upon my heart. Conduft your- 
fclf accordingly, (added ihe, growing ferious) 
, and 

■ ■ D.5-,z,t.b,CiOOglC 
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■and let us change the difcobric. I am wiDiqg' 
to forget what you have laid^ on condition^ 
that you Ihall never talk to me again m the 

/ame manner ; otherwifc you may chance ta 

■ repent it." 

Although this was an advice to the reader^ 
of which 1 ought to have taken the advan- 
tage, I did not leave off enlcrtainingMafca- 
rini's wife with my paflion : . I even preffed her 
with more ardour thaci ever, to make fuitable- . 
returns to my tendemeis, and was rafli enough 
to take liberties. Upon which the la^, be- 
ing affronted at my difcourfe and muffulman 

■behaviour, checked me abruptly, threatened; 
to make the grand duke acquainted with my 
infolence, and affured me^ that, ftie would. 
defire him to punifh me, as I deferred; I-was 
piqued, in my turn, at thefe menaces; my 
k>ve changed into- hate; and determined to- 
be revenged upon Lucrctta, for her contempt^ 
I went in queft of her huff)and, whom, after 
he had, fworn .that he would not- expofc me, I 
informed of the cortefpondence between his- 
wife and the prince, not forgetting to paint 
her very amorous,, in order to make the Icene- 
more intcrefting. The minifl:er» to, prevent 
^1 accidents, Oiut up hislpoufe, without any 
other form of procefs, in a fccret apartment,, 
where fhe was guarded by people on whom he 
could rely. While Ihe was thus furroundcd 
by fpies, who hindered her from informing 
the grand duke of her fituation, I told that 
priace, wi^ a melancholy air, that he inuft 
o,-,...,GooqIc °0 
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no more think of Lucretia ; that Mafcarini 
had; doubtlels, difcovered the whole aHair*. 
fince he had taken it into his head to wiatch 
his wife ; that I could not imagine what had 
alarmed his fufpicion of me, for I thought, 
I had always behaved with a good deal ofad- 
drefs ; that the lady, perhaps, had confelTed 
the whole to her hulband, in concert with 
whom, Ihe had allorfed herfelf to be locked 
up, in order co avoid thofe importunities which 
ahrmed her virtue. The prince feemed very 
much afflided at my report ; I was touched 
with his grief, and repented more than onte 
of what I had done ; but it was too late : be- 
iides, I confefs that I felt a malicious joy, 
when I reprefented to rayfelf the condition ta 
which I had reduced the proud woman who 
had difdained my paSion. 

I enjoyed, with impunity, the pleafure of 
revenge, whach is fo fwect to ail the worlds 
find In particular to Spaniards, when the grand 
duke being one day in company with five or 
flic of his courtiers and me, iaid, " In what 
manner dp you think a man ought to be pu- 
nifhed, who has dared to abufe the conBdence 
cf his prince, and attempted to deprive him 
- of his miftrcfc ? ** He ought (faul one) to 
be tied to the tails of four horfes, and torn to 
pieces." Another was of opinion, that he 
Ihould be nuwled to death. The leaft cruel 
of thofe Italians, and he whofe fcntence was 
moft favourableto the delinquent faid, "That 
he would be latis&ed with caufing him tabe- 
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thrown from tht fop of a Iiigh tower." " And 
what is the opinion of Dcm Raphael? (re- 
sumed the grand duke) 1 am perfuaded that 
the Spaniards are as fevcre .as the Italians in 
fuch conjOnftures." 

I eafily compreheiided, as you may believe, 
that MaJTcarini had not kept his oath ; or that 
his wife had found means to apprize the 
prince of what had paffid between her arid 
me ; and my confufion appeared'plain on my 
counienanee. Neverthclefs, difconcertcd as'I 
was, 1 anfwcred, with a relblute tone, " Sir, 
the Spaniards are more generous : they would 
jjardon the confident, on fuch an occafion, 
and, by their goodncfs, raife in his foul an 
eternal regret for having betrayed ihemi" 
" Well, (laid the prince) I find myfelf ca- 
pable ,of fuch gencrofity. I pardon the trai- 
tor: for I have none but myfelf to blame for 
having beftowed my confidence upon a man, 
whom I did not know, and whom 1 had rea- 
fon to dirtruft, after what 1-had heard of his 
character. Don Raphael, (added he) this is 
the manner in which I will avenge myfelf: 
quit my dominions immediately, and let me 
never fee youc face again." I withdrew on the 
inftant, not fo much affliftcd at my difgrace, 
as rejoiced at coming off fo cheaply ■, and the 
very next day, embarked in a velfcl that fail- 
ed from Lcjhon, on its return to Barcelona." 

I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of 
his hiftory, by laying, _" For a ir.an of un- 
■ dcrltanding, racthinks you commitied^a great 
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TjliiPtler in negtcfting to leave Florence, im- 
ijiediately after the difcovery you made. to. 
Mafcarini, of the prince's pjITion for Lucre- 
tia; you ihpuld.have concluded, that the 
grand duke would foon come to the know- 
ledge of your infideliry." ".I grant rr, (re- 
plied the ion of Lucinda) and notwithftand- . 
ing the aflurance which the minifter gave tne, - 
of not expofing mc to the refentment of the 
prince, i propofed to difappear in a very Ihort 
time. 

I arrived at Barcelona, (continued he) with 
the remainder of tiie wealth I had brought 
from Algierj the beft part of which I had 
djflipated at Florence, in the charaifter of the. 
Spanilh gentleman. I did not ftay long in 
Catalonia ; for, having a longing defirc to re- 
vilit Madrid, the charming place of my na- 
tivity, I fatisfied, as foon as pofiible, the de- 
fire that impelled me. When I arrived in 
that city, I cook fiirniftied lodgings, by acci- 
dent, at a houfe where a lady lived, whofe 
name was Camilla, and who, though no mi- 
nor, was a very engaging creature,- I take 
SJgnior Gil Bias to witnefs, who faw her, 
much about that time, at Vailadolid. She 
bad ftill more wit than beauty, and never had 
a flie-adventurer better talents for decoying 
dupes : but (he was none of thofe coquets, 
who lay up the acknowledgments of their gal- 
liats : when fbe had pillaged a man of bu(i- 
nefs, fhe fhared his fpoils.with the firfl: iKarpcr 
flje found to her liking. ■ 
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We loved one anodier at firft fight; and 
the conformity of our manners joined us fo 
■dokly, that we foon had every thing in com- 
mon. Our fortunes, indeed, were not very 
confidcrable, and therefore we fpent them in 
a very little time. Neither of us, unluckily, 
minded any thing but our pleafure, or made 
the leaft ufe of the talents we had, to live at 
our neighbour's expence. But mifery, at laft» 
awakened our geniufcs, which pleafure had 
benumbed : and Camilla faid to me, ** My 
dear Raphael, let us make a diverfion, my 
friend, and renounce a fidelity that ruins us 
both : you may captivate a rich widow, and 
I may charm fome nobleman : ibr if we con- 
tinue faithful to one another, here will be two 
fortunes loft." ** Fair Camilla, (I replied) 
you have anticipated mci 1 was going to 
make the fame propofal to you. I alTcnt to 
your fcheme, my queen ; yes, for the better 
fupport of our mutual flame, let us attempt 
advantageous conqucfts : the infidelities we 
fliall commit, will turn to triumphs in the 
end." 

This convention being made, we took the 
field, and made confiderablc motions at firft, 
withoutbeingabletocncounterwhatwc fought : 
Camilla could light upon none but beaus; 
that is to fay, gallants who had not a penny in 
their pockets : and I could meet with no wo- 
men, but fuch as loved better to levy contri- 
butions than to pay them. As our arts were 
ufelefs in love, we had recourfe to ftratagems, 
^..oo'^iand 
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and performed (o many, that our fame reach- 
ed the ears of the corregidor ; and thatfevere. 
judge for the devil, ordered one of his algua- 
2Us to apprehend US} but this officer being as 
good-natured as the other was cruel, gave us 
time to quit Madrid, in confideration . of a 
fmall fum which, we beflowed upon him. We 
took the road to ValladoUd, and fixed in that 
xity, having hired a houfe, in which I lived 
with Camilla, who paffed for my fitter, to 
avoid fcandaL At firft, we kept our induft'ry 
tinder the rein, and began to ftudy the ground, 
before' we fliould fwrn any enterprize. 

One day, a man accofting me in the ftrcer, 
Jaluted me very civilly, laying, " Signior Don 
Raphael, do you know me ?" I anfwercd, 
*' No." Upon which he refumed : <• But I 
recolleft you : I have feen you at the court of 
, Tufcany, where I then belonged to the grand 
duke's guards. I quitted the fervicc of that 
prince fome months ago, and am come to 
Spain with an Italian of great fineffc : we have 
been three weeks at ValladoUd, and lodge 
with a Caftjlian'andGalician, who are, with- 
out contradiftion, two young fellows of ho- 
nour. ■ Wc live together by the work of our 
hands, make good cheer, and amufe ourfelyes 
like princes : if you will join us, you fhall be 
agreeably received by my confederates ; for 
you always feemed to me to be a gallant man, 
of a difpofuion .not addifted to fcruples,an d 
a profeiTed brother of our order." 

The 
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The rogue's frankndsexcitcd mine. "Since 
you I'peak to me with, fo little referve, ffaid I 
to him) it is but reafonable that I ftioukl ex- 
plain myfelf, in the fame manner, to you. 
Indeed, I am not a novice in your profelfion ; 
and if my modefty would allow me to re- 
count my exploits, you would fee thai you 
have not judged too advancageoufly of my ta- 
lents ; but 1 will forbear to launch oirt in my 
own praife, and content myfelf with affuring 
you, while I accept that place in your com- 
pany which is offered, that I will neglcifl no- 
thingtoapprovemyfelfworthy of your choice.'* 
As foon 33 I fignified, to this ambidexter, my 
confent to augment the numberof his com- 
rades, he conduced me to the place whert 
they were, and introduced me to their ac- 
quaintance. It was here that- 1 faw, for the 
firft time, the iliuftrious Ambrofe de Lamela. 
Thofe gentlemen examined me touching my 
ikiil in the tiiyftery of appropriating to one's 
Jelf, withaddrcfs, the efteds of another. They 
wanted to know if I underftood the principles 
of their art ; but I (hewed them a great many 
ftratagems which they did not know, and 
which acquired their admiration of my abi- 
lity. They were ftill more aftonifhed, when, 
deipifirg the dexterity of my hand, as a thing 
too common, I told them that I excelled in 
tricks, which required the afliftancc of genius. 
To convince them of this, 1 recounted the ad- 
venture of Jerome de Moyadas ; and, upon 
the fimple narration of that affair, they found 
' o.-,l,Googic*n« 
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mc fuch a faperior genius, that I was chofcn 
tbeir chief by unanimous con&ot. 1 fbon 
juftified their choice, by. an infiiutc aambtx 
of knavilK defigns, which we pat in praftice, 
and of which I wasj as it were, the inforniinc 
fouL When we had occafion for an aftrcft 
to carry on our prqo^ ^fe made -life of Ca- 
milla, who performed all her pans to adrat- 
ration. 

About that time, oar brother Ainhtak; 
being tempted to revi&t his native country. Set 
out for Gallick, aflunng U3, that wc might 
depend upon his return. He ferisfied his 
defire> and on his way back again, going to 
Burgos, with an iatentian of ftriking foma 
flroke, an inn-keeper o^ his. aaquaintaoce in- 
troduced him to the fervitte of Signior Git 
Bias of Saniillane, with whole af&irs he did 
not fail to tnake him acquainted. Signior Git 
BlaSr (he added, addrelQng himfeU to me) 
fou kncrar how wc rid you ^ your ponman- 
K3U, - in our furnilhcd lodgings arValtadoKd-, 
and I don't doubt that you fujpeded Ambrofe 
of being the chief iaflrument of that theft. 
And you was in. the right : for, at your ar- 
nralj he cams and laid ytair iituatioa before 
us, and we, thv gcodemen undenaicers; re- 
gtilatrd ouHcives accordingly. But you are 
igEtorant of the coafeqiidTices of that adven- 
ture, which I will, therefore, let you know. 
AmbEofe and I carried off your poptmanteau, 
and mounting your mules, took the road to 
Madrid, without incumbering ourfelves with 

Vol™ II. L Camilla, 
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Camilla, or the reft of our comrade^ who, 
without doubt» were as muchAirprizcdas you, 
at our non-appearance next day. 

Onthefccondday, we changed ourdefign, 
and, inftead of going to Madrid, which I 
had not quitted without caufe, we pafled by 
Zcberos, and continued, our route as fai as 
Toledo. In this city, our firit care was to drefs 
ourfclvcs like gentlemen ; then giving our- 
felves out for two brothers of Gallicia, who 
travelled out g( curiofity, we foon became ac- 
quainted with perfons of chara6ler. As 1 had 
been fo much accullomed to a£t the man of 
quality, I was eafily miftaken for fuch, and 
people being ufuatly dazzled by expence, we 
impofed upon every body by the gallant treats 
we began to give to the ladies. Among the 
women whom I vifited, there was one who 
touched my he^rt: I found her furer than 
Camilla, and a good deal more young : I was 
defirous of knowing who Ihe was, and learned 
that her name was Violante, and that her huf- 
band was a gentleman, who, cloyed already 
with her charms, purTued thofe of a courtezan, 
' whom he loved. .This piece of informadon 
iras enough to determine me to eftablifh Vio- 
late the fovercign Jady of my affbftion. 
: It was not long bdbre (he perceived her 
conqueft : I began to follow her every where, 
and commit a thoufand . impertinences, to 
perfuade her that I wanted nothing more, than 
to confoie her for the inHdelity of her fpoufe. 
The 
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Th6 fair one made her refleftioiis oij the mat- 
ter, which .were fuch, that, at laft, I had the 
plcafure of knowing her apptobation of my 
iectiments. I received from her a billet, in - 
anfwer to feveral which I had fent to her, by 
one of thofe old matrons who are fo fervice- 
able in Spain and Italy. The lady gave me 
to underftand, that her husband fupped every 
evening- with his miftrcls, and did not come 
home before it was very late. That fame 
night I went under the windows of Violante, 
and entered into a moft tender converfation 
with her : after which we agreed, at parting, 
to enjoy the fame opportunity cvey night,, at 
the fame hour, without prejudice tothe othcB 
a£ts of gallantry whichwe fliouldbe permit-" 
ted to exercife in the day. ■ 

Hitherto Don Balthazar, the husband of 
my princefs, came off very cheaply ; but I 
chofe to love naturally, and repaired one even? 
ing under the lady's windows, with a dcfign 
to tell her, that I could live no longer,. if I 
did not enjoy a tete a tete with her, in a place 
more fuitable to the excels of my love: as 
indulgence which I had not, as yet, been able 
to obtain. But juft as I got to the. place, I 
faw a man come into the ftreet, who feemed to 
obfcrve me '. in effeft, it was the husband, who 
returned from the courtezan earlier than irfual, 
and who perceiving a cavalier near his houfe, 
inftead of going in,' walked to and fro in the 
Areet.' I remained, for fome time, unrefoJvi- 
edi but, at laft, determined to.accolt Don 
L 2 d5-,.-..i„GooqU32!- 
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Balthazar^' whom I did not know, and of 
whom I w^s alia utterly- unknown. •* SignJM; 
cavalier, (lud I ig him) pnay leava the iireet: 
Irec to me. for one night : I will do as mucH 
for youinother time." ** Signior, (he replied) 
I was going to make the £une.requeft to 
you: Lfim in love "with a girl, whom tier bro- 
ther guar^E like a dragOB, and who lives not 
above twenty paces from hence ; fo ih^ I wife 
therfe was nobody in the ftreet." '* There is 
(>ne way (faid 1} of fatisfying us both, with- 
out incommoding either; for (added I, fhcw- 
ing him his own hoiife) the lady whom I 
lerve, lodacs xhere ; and let us afSu one ano- 
ther, if cither of us Ihould .be attacked." 
** With all my hoatrr^ (he replied) 1 will go 
to my rendezvous, and wc will back ore ano- 
ther, fljould there be occafion." So faying, 
he left me ; but it was in order to obferve me 
the better, and this the darkn«fs of the nighe 
permitted him to da with impunity. 

As for my pirt, 1 approached, vn fecurity, 
the balcony of Viohuitc, who foon appeared, 
and we began to converfe together. I did not 
fail to indit upos my queen s gFanting me a 
private jntcFviflw in fome particular place. She 
reBfted my importunicios a tittle, to enhance 
the value of the favour which 1 demanded ; 
then dropping a letter, which (he took out of 
her pocket, " Hold, (faid Ihe) you will find 
in this billet, the promife of what you lb 
earncftlydefire." She afterwards withdrew, be- 
-caufe the hour at which her< husband ufuatiy 



G I L B L A S. 221 

remmcd, vss at ^and^ upon which I fpcured 
the billet, and advanced to the pjlacc ■ where 
Don Balthazar faid he was concerned : but he 
having very well perceived what I wanted witfc 
his wife, came to me, faying, " Well, Sig*- 
nior cavalier, are you fatisfied with your good 
fortune.?" " I have caiile to be ft), (I replied:) 
and what have yoii done ? has love favoweii 
your addrefles ?" " Ah no ! (faid he) the curl- 
ed brother of the beauty whom I love, is re- 
turned from a country-houfe, where I Imagin- 
ed he would ftay till to-morrow i and this 
mifchance has baulked me of the pleafure with 
which I flattered myfelf." 

Don Balthazar arid I made mutual iW3tena-> 
tlons of friendfhip ; and to tie the ktiots of it 
the fafter, made an appointment tomoctnexfi 
day, in the great fquare. After we parted, 
he went home, but tnentiontd not a word qf 
what he knew to Violante. Next day he re- 
paired to the great fquare, where I arriving a 
moment afrer him, we faluted one another 
with dcmonllrations of friendlhip, as pcrfidi^ 
ous on one fide, as fmcere on the other; Theft 
Don Balthaiar made mc the conBdent of a 
fe^cd intrigue with the lady whom he had 
mentioned the preceding night j recounting a 
long ftcHy that he had invented, in order to 
engage sue, in my turn, to tell him in what 
' manner I had became acq.uainted vnth Vio- 
lance. I did not ful to fall into the fnare^ 
and confelfi all with the utmoft fnu^efs : t 
L 3 even 
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even (hewed the letter which I had receiv^ 
ed from her, and read the contents in thefe 
words : 

-" T Shall dine to-morrow with Donna Inez : 
■" X you know where flic lives: 'tis in the 
" houfe of that faithful friend, that I intend 
i'- to give you a private inteview j for I can 
■" no longer refufc that favour which you 
*' feem to deferve." 

- ■ •" This (faid Don Balthazar) is a billet which 
promifcs you theaccomplifhmentofyourwifh ; 
I congratulate you beforehand, on the happi- 
nefs that attends you." He could not help 
being a 'little difconcerted while he faid this i 
but he eafily concealed his trouble and con- 
fulion from rae. I was fo much engroffcd by 
my hope, that I never thought of obferving 
niy confident, who was obliged, however, to 
leave me, that I might not at laft perceive his 
agitation. He ran to apprize his brother- 
in-law of this adventure : but I am ignorant 
of what pafled between them : all I know of 
the matter, is, that Don Balthazar came and 
knocked at the door while I was with Vjo- 
lante-at the houfe of Donna Inez: and as 
foon as we learned that it was he, I efcaped at 
a back-door before he came in. As foon as 
I was gone, the ladies, whom the unforefcen 
arrival of the husband had difconcertcd, recol- 
lected themfelves, and received him with fuch 
effi-iMiterie, that he fufpefted I was either con. 
cealed, 

D.5-,z,t.b,GOOgiC 
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cealed, or had made my efcape. I cannot tell 
what he faid to E)onna Inez and his wife, bc-^ 
eaufe it never came to my knowledge. 

Mean while, without lijfpefting that I was 
Don Balthazar's dupe, 1 wear away, curling 
him, and returned to the great iquare, where 
1 had appointed to meet Lamela. I did not 
find him, however; he had little affairs of hb 
own to manage ; and the rogue was more for- 
tunate than 1. While I waited for him, I faw 
my perfidious confident arrive, who came up 
to me with a gay air, and fmiUng, afked news 
of my interview with my nymph at the houfe 
of Donna Inez. " I don't know,,faid I, what 
dsmon, jealous of my pleafures, delights in 
thwarting them : but while I was alone with 
my lady, preffing her to make me happy, her 
hufband, whom the devil confound ! came 
and knocked at the door : fo that being oblig- 
ed to get off" as faft as I could, I retired by a 
back-door, curfing to hell the troublefome 
cuckold who broke all my meafurcs." " I 
am truly forry for it, (cried Don Balthazar, 
who felt a fecret joy in feeing my vexation) 
what an impertinent husband muft he be ! I ad- 
vife you to give him no quarter." " O ! as for 
that, (I replied) I will take your advice : and 
I can alTure you that his honour fhall make its 
exit this night : his wife, when I left her, bad 
me not be difcouraged at fo fmall a matter : 
but be fijre to come under her window earlier 
than ufual, for (he was rclblved to admit me 
into her houfe : and delired me, at all events. 
La , . , to 
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to come attended with two or three fiziends, 
f(M- fear of furprife." " What a prudent lady 
flie is ! (taid he) I will, if you pleafc, accotn- 
paay you thither." " Ah» my dear friend ! 
(cried 1, io a tranfport of joy, while I threw 
my urns arouad his neck) I am infinttely 
obliged eo you." " i will do more, (he re- 
amed) I aa\ acquainted with a young fellow 
who is another Ddar i he Ihall be of the 
_ party,- and then you may boldly confide in 
your efcorte." 

I did flot know what acknowledgements to 
make to this new friend, fa much was I 
charmed with his zeal. In fhort, I accepted 
the fiiccour which he offered, and appointing 
10 meet in the twilight under Violante's bal- 
cony, we parted for that time. He wept to 
find his brother-in-law, who was the Cadar in 
- qBwftio ii ' , a ad t took a turn till the eveoiag, 
^th X^tnela, who, (though he was furprifol 
at the ardour with which Don Balthazar efpouC- 
cd my intcreft) diftrufted him no more than 
I : we fell nodding into the fnare, which, I 
own, was unpardonable in people of our ck- 
pcrience. When I thought it was time to 
prefeotmyfelf beforc'Violahtc's window, Am- 
brofe and I appeared upon the fpot, armed 
with good rapiers ; and there we found the 
lady's husband, with another rrt&n, w^ting 
for us, without flinching. Don Balthazar ac- 
cofting me, and {hewing his brother-in-law, 
faid, " Signior, this is tJie cavalier whofc bra- 
very I extolled ib much. Get into the houli; 
of" 
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of your miitrefe, itid let not any anxiety hin- 
der you from enjoying the moft perf«a: feli- 
city " 

After Ibme.mwual cwnplimenM, I knock- 
ed at my nymph's door, which being opened 
by a kind of duenna, 1 entered, and without 
taking notice of what pafTed behind me, ad< 
vanced into a hail where Viotante was. While 
I faluced the lady, the two trjitors, who had 
followed me into the houle, and Ihut the door 
fo haftily after them, that Ambrofc was left 
in the ftrcct, difcovered themrclvcs. You may 
rafily imagine that we then came to blows. 
Both of them charged nie at once ; but 1 found 
them work enough, and employed them in 
fuch a manner, that perhaps they repented 
they had not chole a furer conveyance for 
thdr revenge. I ran the hu(band through 
the body, and his brother-in-law feeing him 
out of the queftion, got to the door, which 
the duenna and Violante had opened to make 
their efcape, while we were engaged. I pur- 
fued him into the ftreet, where I rejoined Pa- 
mela, who not being able to eztrad one word 
from the women in their flight, did not pre?4 
cifcly know what to think of the noife he had 
heard. We returned to the tavern where wc 
lodged, fecured our moft valuable effeds, and 
mounting our mules, rode out of the city, 
without wailing for day. 
■ Knowing very well that this a-fair might 
have hadccHifequenccs, and-that a fearch wcwld 
be made at Toledo, which we were in t^e 
^5 . ,,..... .Googk^e'*' 
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right to anticipaic, we went to bed at Villa- 
rubia, at an uin, where feme time after, a 
merchant of Toledo arrived, in his way to 
Segorba. As we Tupped in his company, he 
recounted the tragical adventure of Violante's. 
hufband, and was fo fer from fufpeifting us 
to be concerned, that we boldly alked of 
him all manner of queftions about the afi^r.- 
" Gentlemen, (faid he) juft as I fet out this 
morning, I heard of the melancholy accident. 
Search was made every where for Vioiante, 
and I was told that the corregidor, who is re- 
lated to Don' Balthazar, has refolved to fparc 
nothing in difcovering the murderers. This 
is all I know of the mairer." -. 

Though I was not much alarmed at the 
fcarch of the corregidor, I refolved to quit 
New Caftile immediately ; rcflefl ing that when 
Vioiante fhoutd be found, flie would confefs 
all, and. on her defcription of my perfon to 
the judge, people would be fent in puriuit of 
me. For this rcafon, the very next day, wc 
avoided the high-way, through precaution : 
.Lamela being luckily acquainted with three 
fourths of Spain, and particularly with the by- 
ways through which we could fecurely repair 
into Arragon. - Inflead of going ftraight to 
Cuenca, we kept among the mountains ad- 
jacent to that city ; and through paths that 
were not unknown to my guid?, arrived at 
a: grotw which looked very much like an her- 
mitage; and, indeed, it was the fame to which 
you came laft night, for ap afylum. 

6 While 
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"Wiiile I was confidering the country around> 
which prefented to my view a moft charming 
niral profped j my companion faid to me, 
** I pafled by this place fix years ago, at which 
time that grotto lervcd as a retreat to an old 
hermit, who gave me a very charitable recep- 
tion ; entertaining me with a ihare of hispro- 
vifions : I remember that he was a very holy 
man, and harangued me with a difcourfe that 
had almoft detached me from the world : per- 
haps, he is ftili alive : 1 will go and fee." Sa 
faying, the curious Ambrofe alighted from his- 
mule, and entered the hermitage, where hav- 
ing ftaid fome minutes, he returned, calling 
to me, " Come hither, Don Raphael — come: » 
and fee a very affedting fcene." 

I alighted immediately, and tying ourmules 
to a tree, followed Lamela into the grotto^ 
where I perceived an old anchorite, pale and ' 
dying, ftretchcd at his full length upon a, 
truckte-bed, A white beard very bufhy, co- 
vered his whole breaft ;- and in his hands, clalp- 
ed together, appeared a large, twifted rofary^ 
At the nolfe we made in approaching him, 
he opened his eyes, which death had already 
b^un to cbfe, and after having looked at us 
for a moment, faid, *' Whofoever you are, 
ray brethren, profit by the fpcctacle that nov/ 
prefents itfelf to your ej-es : 1 have lived forty 
years in the world, and fixty in this foli- 
tude. Ah! how long, at this moment, feems 
the.time whifch I have beftowed on my plea* 
furcs : and on the contrary, how Ihort does. 
L 6 o,-,...„Googictha£ 
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that appear whkh 1 have confccraicd to peni- 
tence and devotion. Alas I I am afraid that 
the aiiftertiies o( brother John have not fuf- 
ficiently expiated the fins of the licentiate 
Don Juan de SoUs." 

He had no fiwner fpoke theft word* than 
hfi expired, leaving us very much affefted with 
his deat^- Thefe forts of objcfta always make 
Ibme Jmf reffion even on the greatcft libertines. 
Biu we did not retain it kmg : ve Ibon for- 
got what he had faid to ua, uhI began to take 
an inventory of every thing in the hermitage : 
an employmeot not very ]3^>orious ; all his 
furniture confifting in what you may have ob- 
ferved in the grotto. Brother John was not 
only ill provided with ftn-niturc, but alfo kept 
a very bad larder : for aQ the provifion wc 
found, was a few filberts, and Tome cruAs of 
barley-bread, lb hard as to be, in aU appear- 
ance, proof againft the gums of the holy 
man. 1 fay, his gums ; becaufe we obfcrved 
that he had loft all bis teeth. All that this 
foUtary habitation contained, and all that we 
beheld, made us regard the good anchorite as 
a perfcft faint. We were (hocked, indeed, 
at one thing : we opened a paper folded in 
form of a letter, which he had laid upon the 
table, and in which he begged that the pcr- 
fon who (hould read it, wonkl carry his ro- 
fary and fandab to the bifhop of Cuenca. 
Ws did not know with w^at intention this 
new father of the defart could diefire to make 
fuch a prcfent to his faiSiopv Tius ieemed an 
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outrage againft bumilttf, and the behaviour 
of s oian who wanted to fet up for canoniza- 
tion. And perhaps, there was nothing in ic 
but pure fimpUcity : for I don't pretend to 
decide the matter. 

White we difcourfed tc^ether on this fub' 
je£t, a pleaJant thought came into Lamela's 
bead. " Let us ftay (laid he) in this ber- 
mlcage, and diiguife ourfclves like anchorites, 
having firft twricd brother John. You fhall 
pafs for luqi, asd I, under the name of bro- 
ther Antony, will go a begging in the neigh* 
bouring towns and villages. Befidea our be- 
ing fecure frpm the enquiries of the corregidorj 
{for I don't believe he will think of fcarching 
for us here) I have Ibme good acquaintance at 
Cuenca, which we may cultivate," 1 approv- 
ed of this extravagant propofal, not fo much 
for Ambrofe's rea^s, as out of pure whim, 
or a defire of afting a part in a play. About 
thirty or forty paces from the grotto, we dug 
a ■ grave, in which we modeftly interred the 
old aRch(»ite, after having {Iript him of his 
cloaths; that is, a Hmple robe tied about his 
middle - with a leather girdle : we likewife 
cut off his "beard, to make a falfe one for mei 
and, in Ihort, after having performed his fii- 
fieiuls, took potTeffion c^ the hermit^e. 

We fared poorly the firft day, being obliged 
to live on the provifions of the defunft ; but 
next morning, before day, I^mela fet out in 
order to fell the two mules at Toralva, and 
returned xa the cvetung loaded with visuals. 
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and other things which he had piirchafrd. He 
brought every thing that was neceffary for our 
transformation j he made for himfelf a ruHet 
gown, and a httle red beard of horfe-hair, 
which he fixed fo artificially to his ears, that 
one would hav^ fworn it was the naturdl pro- 
duce of his chin. There is not a more dex- 
terous yoiHig fellow in the world than he ; 
who likewife weaved the feeard of brother John, 
which he arpplied to my face, and my brown 
wdoUen cap ferved to cover the artifice ; fo 
that there was nothing wanting toourdifguifc. 
We found each other fo pleafantly equipped, 
thac we could not, without laughing, behold 
ourfclves in this drcfs, which truly was not 
very fuitable to our real charafters. Together 
with brother John's robe, I wore his rofary 
and fandals, of which I made no fcruple to 
deprive the' hiftiop-of Cuenca. 
- We had been already three days in the her- 
mitage, without feeing a foul appear j but on 
the fourth two pealants entered the grottoi 
bringing bread, cheefe, and onions, to the 
defunct, whom they ftill thought alive. As 
loon as I perceived them, 1 threw myfclf on 
my bed, and it was no difficult matter to de- 
ceive them : for, befides that there was not 
light enough to enable them to diftinguifh-my 
features, 1 imitated as well as I could, the 
voice of brother John, whofe laft words I 
had heard,; and they had no fufpicion of the 
cheat : they feemed only Ibrprifed to meet 
another hermit there : which when JLamela 
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perceived he faid with an hypocritical air, 
** My brethren, be not furprifed to fee me in 
this foHtude ; I have quitted an hermitage T 
poflened in ArragonT to come hither and at- 
tend the venerable and difcrect brother John, 
who in his extreme old age has occafion for a 
comrade who can provide for his neceinties." 
The peafants gave infinite praile to the charity 
of Ambrofe» and exprefled great joy, in be- 
ing able to boaft of having two holy peribn- 
agcs in their country. 

Lamela with a large havrefack, which he 
had not forgot to purchafe, went a begging 
for the firft lime in the city of Cuenca, which 
is but a fmall league from the hermitage* 
With a devout appearance which he had re- 
ceived from nature, .and the art of making 
advantage of it," which he pofielTcd in a fu- 
preme degree, he did not fail to extort alms 
from charitable people, with whofe liberalities 
he filled his havreTack. " Mr. Aoibrofe, (faid 
1 to him at his return) I congratulate you 
upon your happy talent of inciting the fouls of 
chriftians. Egad ! one would think you had 
been a beting brother among the capuchins." 
' *' I have done fomething elfe (anfwered he) 
than iWi my knapfeck ; you muft know 1 have 
difcovered a certain nymph called Barba, whom 
I formerly loved, and whom I have found 
ftrahgely altered r fhe (like us) has turned de- 
votee, and lives with two or three fiftfirs of 
the fame clafs, who edify the world in pub-' 
lick, and in private lead fcandalous lives.'' 
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As ftw did not know tnt at firft, " How ! 
Madam Barba, (faid I) is it poQiblc that yott 
do not recollect one of your old ftiends, ^our 
admirer Atnbrofe ?" " By my faith ! Signior 
de Lamela, (cried (he) L JhotoW never have 
expeAed to fee you again io the habit you 
wear ! By what adventure are you become 
hermit ?" I cannot tell you at prefent, (I re- 
plied) the detail is fomewfaat long ; but I will 
come back to-morrow to gratify your curioflty, 
and bring along with mc my companion bro- 
ther John !" " Brother John! (laid flw, in- 
terrupting me) what the good anchorite who 
lives in the hermitage near this city > Sure 
,you joke -, tbey fay, he is more than an hun- 
dred years old.'* " It is true (faid I to her) 
that he was once of that age ■, but he has 
grown a great deal younger within thefe few 
days ; and is at prefent no older than I." 
*' Well, let him come along with you, (re- 
plied Barba) I fee there is fome myitery io the 
cafe." 

We did not ful the next day as fbon as it 
was dark, to go to the houle of thofe bigots, 
who hid prepared a fumptuous entertainment 
for our reception. We immediately took off 
OMt beards and hermits drefs, and, without 
ceremony, told them who we were. On their 
fide, for fear of being indebted to us for our 
franknefsi they ibewed what falfe devotees arc 
capable o£, when they banilh grimace. We 
fpent almofl all the night at table, ' and did 
not retire to our grotto till the dawn. We 
returned 
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returned thhlrer agMn in a, very flioft timei 
or rather, did the feme thing {almoft every 
day) during rfirec months ; in which tirae 
we fpent two-thirds of out money with thefe 
nymphs : but one being fufpicioiis of our cha- 
racters, difcovened the whole, and has inform- 
ed juftice againft us, which this day intended 
to vifit the hermitage, and fecure our perfi^ns. 
Yefterday Ambrofe, while he was begging at 
Cuenca, met oneofwir lifters, who gave him 
a note, faying, one of my friends wrote this 
letter to me, which I was going to fend to 
you by an cxprcfs : fbew it to brother John, 
and take your meafursi accordingly. It was 
this billet, gentlemen, which Lamela deli- 
vered to me in your prcfencf , and whitii iias 
made us quit lb ftiddcniy our Iblicary kabt- 
tBtion. 

c H A P. n. 

U^ ctmneH v/hirb Den Raphael htld vsUb bis 

hearvrSf and the adventure which bappened t» 
them when they dfjigned 1e quit the weed., 

WHEN Don Raphael had ended his nar- 
radon, which I thought a little tedi- 
ous, Don Alphonib was lb polite as to fay, it 
had diverted him very much. Then Signior • 
Ambrofe opened, and addrefljng himfelf to 
his fellow-adventurer, ** Don Raphael, (faid 
he) confKicr that the fun is fet;-it will be 
proper, methbks, to deliberate upon what wc 
arc to do." " You are in the right, (replied 
his 
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his comrade) . we- muft rdetermiM upon the 
place Eo which wei gq, next." " It is my, 
opinion, (refquied Lamela) that we fliould feC 
forward without lofs of time, reach Requena 
this night, and to-mprrow enter the kingdom, 
of Valencia, where we will give the rein ta 
our induftry, and, I. forcfee, perform fome 
fuccefsful ftrokcs. His confederate, who, on 
that fubjeft, believed hi^ prefage, infallible, 
afiented to his opinion : as for Don Alphonfa 
and ine, leaving ourfelves to the conduct of 
thcfe honeft people, we waited in filenct; the 
r^fult of the conference. 

It being therefore refolved that we Ihould. 
take the road to. Hequepa, we began to pre- 
pare ourfelves for the journey ; we made ano- 
ther meal like that in the morning i apd load- 
ing the'horfe with the bottle and the remains 
of ourprovifions, the approach of night lent 
us that darknefa which', we' heeded for our 
more fecure gravelling, and we ■ pufhed for- 
ward to get out of the wood : but we had 
not gpne. *n hundred yards, when we dif- 
covered among the trees a light that made us 
very uneafy." What is the meaning o£ that, 
(faid Don Raphael) perhaps the ferrets of juf- 
tice havii^ purfued us from Cuenca, under- 
ftand that we are in this foreft, and are come 
hither to fearch." " I don't believe that, (faid 
Ambrofe) thefe are rather travellers, who be- 
ing furprifed by the night, have come into 
this wood to wait for day. But (added he) 
I may be miftaken. I will go and reconnoitre 
while 
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while you ftay here, and I will be back in a 
moment." So' faying, he advanced towards 
the light, which was not far off, and ap- 
proached it foftly. Pufliing geiitly by thclcayes 
and boughs that were in his way, and peep- 
ing withall the attention which the thing lectTir 
ed to deftrve, he Taw on the grafs, round a 
candle that (luck burning in a lump of clay, 
four men fitting, who had juft difpatched a 
pie, and emptied a pretty large leathern bottle, 
which they embraced in their tur-ns. He like- 
wife perceived, at fome diftance from them, a 
lady and gentleman tied to trees ; and a little 
farther, a chaife with two mules richly ca- 
pariforied. He gueffed at once, thatthe mer^ 
were robbers ; and their difcourfe, which he 
overheard, alTured him that he was not mif- 
taken in his conjeflure. The four banditti 
expreflcd an'equal defire of poffelting the ladj^ 
who had fallen into their hands, and talked 
of calling lotsfor.her. . Lamtla having fully 
informed himfelf of the matter, rejoined us, 
and made a faithful report of what he had 
feen and heard. 

Upon which Alphonfo faid, " Gentlemen, 
that lady and cavalier whom the robbers have 
bound to trees, are perhaps perfons of the firft 
quality : and Ihall we fuffer them to fall-vic- 
tims to the barbarity and brutality of thieves ? 
Take my advice, let us attack thefe banditti, 
and put them all to death." . " With all my 
heart, (faid Den Raphael) I am as ready to 
do 
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do a good ^^Sr a bad aflion," Ambrofr, on 
his part, fignffied his wUlmgne& to lend a 
hand to fuch a laudable enterprizc, for whicU 
(laid he) I forefee we Ifeall be wen recom- 
penfcd. I dare iikewife affirm, that on this 
occafion I was not at all afraid of the danger ; 
and that no knighc-errant ever fiiewed more 
readinefs to fuccour darafels in diftrcfs. But 
not to conceal the truth, the danger was not 
great ; for Lamela having reported, that the 
arms of the robbers were ajQ ui a heap at the 
diftance oF ten or twelve paces frooi them, it 
was no difficult matter for us to execute our 
defign. We tied our horfe to a tree, and 
approached, as gently as poflible, the place 
where they were talking with great warmth j 
and making a notfe that helped us to furprife 
them, we made ourfelves mafters rf their 
irms, before we were discovered ; then Ering 
a voUey upon them, flretched them all bieath- 
lefs on the foot. 

During this execution the light going out. 
We remained in darknefs ; but for all that, did 
not delay to untie the man and woman, who 
were fo much cngrt^ed by their fear,- that they 
had not power to thank us for what we had 
done in their behalf. 'Tis true indeed, they 
did not as yet know whether to look upon us 
as their deliverers, or as a new troop of ban- 
ditti, who had not refcued them from the 
others with any intention to ufe them better. 
But we encouraged theai» by protefting that 
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wc would condiift them to »n ihn, which, 
Ambrofe uSixmt^' vafi not more than half a 
league fV^m thence 1 apd that they might there 
t»ke all n?ccl^ry precautions for their fecu-. 
rity, in going whither theit aifeirs called them. 
After this anuranct;, with which they 'ftemed 
very well f^tisficd. we rq-pkced them in their 
chaifc, and brought thcrn out of the wood, 
leading the mults Ijy the bridje. Ooc ancho- 
rites s^crward? bcamined the poijccis of the 
vanquHhed, took care of Don Alphonfo's 
horfc, fecured ihofi; thjt belonged to the ' 
thieves, which w? found tied to trees near 
the field of battle -, and cati'ving them all offj 
followed brother Arrcony, wpo mounted one 
of the mules', in order to guide' the- chaift to 
the ion; at which, however, wc did not arr 
rive in lefs time, than two, hoqrs, although he 
had affured us that it was nor far from the 
wood. 

Every b^dy iu the houfe beipg- a-bed, we 
knocked loudly as the door ; upon which the 
landlord and hii wife got up in a hurry, and 
were not forry tp lee their r^^ interrupted by 
the arrival of an equipage, which they thought 
would have fpent more money than it ^d. 
The wirole-rnn was lighted in a moment; 
Don Alphqnfb and the iliuft;rious fon of Lu- 
citida offered their hands to help the cavalier 
and lady out of the chaife, -and even fervei 
themas ulliers to the cham,beF whither the 
landjord conducted them. There a great many 
compli- 
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compliments palTed ; and we were not a 
little aftoniflied when we underftood that it 
was the Count de Polan himfelf, and his 
daughter Scraphina, whom we had delivered. 
It is impofTible to defcribe the furprize of that 
lady, as well as of Don Alphonfb, when they 
recollected each other. The Count took iio 
notice of it, ib much was he otherwife en- 
groJed, in recounting to us in what manner 
the robbers had attacked him ; and how they 
had feized his daughter and him, after hav- 
ing killed his poftilion, page, and valet de 
chambrc : he ended with telling us, that he 
had a deep fenfe of the obligation he lay un- 
der to us ; and if we would come to him at 
Toledo, where he (houtd be in ^ a monthi 
wc Ihould fee whether or not he was ungrate- 
ful. 

Nor did thfc daughter of this nobleman for- 
get to thank us for her happy deliverance : 
and as Raphael and 1 imagined we ihould 
pleafe Don Alphonfo, by giving him an op- 
portunity of talking a moment in private with 
that young widow, we gratified his defire, 
by amufmg the Count de Polan, " Fair Se- 
i-aphina, (faid Don Alphonfo to the lady, in 
a low voice) I will no longer complain of the 
fate that compels me to live like a man ba- 
jiifhcd from civil fociety, fince 1 have been fo 
happy'as to contribute to 'the important fer- 
vice which you have received." " How I 
(anfwcred Ihe fighing) is it you w|io have 
favcd 
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faved my life and honour ? Is it to you that 
my father and I are fo much indebted ? Ah ! 
Don Alphonfo ! why did you kill my bro- 
ther ?" She faid no more ■, but he eafily per- 
ceived by thefe words, and the tone in which 
they were pronounced, that if he was vio- 
lently in love with Seraphlna, Ihe was no lefs 
enamoured of him. 



The End of the Fifth Book. 
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GIL BLAS of Santillane. 
BOOK VI. 

CHAP. L 

The eenduii of Gil Bias and his cempamotis, after 
thty quitted the Count de Polan. I'he impor- 
tant projeii wbteil Amhrofe fermedj and the 
manner in whith it w^. executed. 

JHE CoUfit de Polan having fpent 
* one half otthe night in thanking 
j and alTuring us that we might de- 
' pend tipon his gratitude, cdled the 
landlord, in order to confuk with hicn about 
the means of getting in fafcty to Turis, whi- 
ther he defigned to go. We left that noble- 
man to take his meafures accordingly ; and 
departing from the inn, followed the road 
that Lamda was pleafed to clioofe. 

■■•■ ■ ..,..,Go^ 
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After having travelled two hours, day fur- 
prifed us near Campelio j upon which, we im- 
mediately betook ourielves to the mountwng» 
which arc between that village and Requena, 
and there pafled the day in repofing ourielves, 
and counting our finances, which were a good 
deal increafed by the money of the robbers i 
for above diree hundred piftoles were found in 
their pockets. As foon as it was dark we fet, 
forward again, and next morning entered the 
kingdom of Valencia. "We retired to the firit 
■wood that prefented itfelf to our view, and 
pulhing a good way into it, arrived at a place 
through which a rivulet of cryftalline water 
■ gendy glided in its way to join the ftreams of thg 
Guadalaviar*. The fhade projefted by the 
trees, and the grafs which the place afforded 
in abundance to our horfes, would have de- 
termined us to halt here, even if we had not 
been refolved upon it before. "We alighted 
therefore, and prepared to pafs the day very 
agreeably ; but, when we went to brcakfal^ 
found very little provifion left. We began tg 
want bread, and our bottle was become a bo^ 
dy without a foul. ** Gentlemen, (faid Am-i 
brofe) the mod charming retreats are but dlf- 
agrceable without Bacchus and Ceres ; our 
provifion muft be renewed ; I will for that 
purpofe go to Xelva, an handfome town not 

* Gaijat«vi*r, a river of Spain, ihil Ulting in life neir the 
fanree ii(lh« Tigui, on the eonfino of Arrigoii and New C4ni]e> 
trivcrfcs ihe fiffl of iliefs kiogdoiiw, eniirs Vilencii, wiitrt 
(b« Upiul, and ili&hargas Itfelf intp the gii1{ih of that aims. 

Vol. II. M abov? 
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above two leagues from hence ; fo that the 
journey will foon be finifhed." So -faying, he 
fixed the bottle and havrefack on one of the 
horfes, and mounting atop of them,-went out 
of the wood with a difpatch that promifcd a 
fpeedy return. 

He did not come back, however, fo Toon 

as we expeded ; more than half of the day 

elapfed, and night was ready to cover the trees 

wim her footy wings, when we beheld oiir 

purveyor, whofe ftay had begun to give us 

fome uneafineJs. He exceeded our expcfta- 

tion by the quantity of things with which he 

returned loaded j he brought not only the 

leathern botde filled with excellent wine, and 

the kuapfack crammed with bread and all forts 

of roafted venlfon, but alfo a great bundle of 

cloth, which we obferved with a good deal of 

attention. He perceived our admiration, and 

faid with a fmile, ?' I defy Don Raphael, and 

all the world together, to guefs why I have 

'j^^purchafed thefe things." Saying thefe words, 

,he loofed the bundle, to fliew the particulars' 

^ "of what he had obferved in the gro&. He 

._ difplayed a cloak, and very long black robe -, 

, two, doublets with their hofe ; orie of thqfe 

inkhorn? which are compbfed of two pieces 

' tied together by a firing, the horn of which 

" is feparated frorn the pen-cafe i a quire of fine 

white paper, and a padlock with a large fcal 

; and green wax ; and when he had exhibited 

hia whole purct^e, Don Haphael faid to him 

... in 
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tn a jocular way, " Egad, Mr. Ambrofc, it 
muft be confefled you have made a fine bar- 
gain. What ufe, if you pleafe, do you in- 
tend to make of it ?" " An admirable one, (re- 
plied Lamela ;) all thefe things have coft me 
but ten doubloons ■, and I am perfuaded that 
they will bring us in more than five hundred ; 
you may depend upon it, I am none of thofe 
who incumber thcmfelves with ufelefs effefts i 
and to convince you that I did not buy all this 
like a fool, I will communicate the projeft I 
have formed. ' ' 

" Havingfurrtilhedmyfclfwith bread, (add- 
ed he) I went into a cook's fliopi where I or- 
dered fix partridges, as many pullets and young 
rabbits, to be put to the fire j arid while they 
were doing, a man came into the (hop in a 
Cage, and loudly complaining of the behavi- 
our of a merchant in town, faid to the cook, 
*' By St. Jago ! Samuel Simon is the moft 
ridiculous merchant in Silva ; he has affronted - 
me in open fhop ; the covetous wretch would 
not give me credit for fix ells of cloth, though 
he knows very well that I am a refponfible 
tradefman, ' and that he can lofe nothing by 
me. Is not he a ftrange animal ? He fells 
willingly on credit to people of quality, and 
had rather venture with them, than oblige an 
honeft citizen without any rilk. Was there 
ever fuch madnefs ? Damned Jew ! would he 
were' taken in ! My wifh will be one day ac- 
M 2 coni- 
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compliflied. There are merchants enough of 
jny opinioD." 

Hearing the tradefman fpeak in this man- 
ner,' and fay a great many other things of the 
fame nature, I had a certain forewarning that 
I Ihoiild cheat this Samuel Simon. " Friend, 
(faid I to the man who complained) what is ; 
the charader of this perfon whom you men- ' 
lioned ?" " A very bad one, (anfwered he ; 
halHly) I affure you he is a rank iifurer, though 
he affefts the manners of a benevolent man* 
He was a Jew, and turned Catholic; but in 
his heart, he is ftill as much a Jew as ever 
pilate was : far, they fay, he abjured for in- 
tereft," 

I lent an attentive ear to all the difcourfc of 
the tradefman 1 and did not fail, when I came 
out of the cook's (hop, to inquire for Samuel 
Simon's houfe. A perfon ihewed it to me : I 
furveycd his Ihop, examined every thing j and 
my imagination, ready at a call, Iketchcd out 
a ftratagem which I digefted, and which ap- 
peared worthy of the valet of Signior Gil' 
Bias. I went to a broker's, where I bought 
thefe cloaths ; one fuit for ading an inquifitor, 
another to reprefent a fcrivener, and the third , 
for playing the part of an ajguazil. \ 

" Ah, my dearAmbrofe! (cried Don Ra- '' 
phael, interrupting him, in a tranlport of joy) ' 
■what a wonderful idea ! what a glorious plan ! 
I am jealous of the invention, and would will- 
ingly givf up the grcaicfl: ftrokes of my life, 
w 
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to be thought the author o( fuch a happy 
.fcheme! Yes, Latnela, {added he) I fee all 
the richnefs of thy defign, the execution of 
which ought to give thee no uneafmefs. Thou 
baft occallon for two good aftors to fecond 
ttiee, and they are already found. Thou, who 
haft the air of a devotee, wilt aft the inqui- 
fitor very well ■, I will repreleht the fecretary ; 
and Signior Gil Bias (if he plcafes) ftiall play 
the part of an alguazil ; thus (continued he) 
are the cues diftributed.: to-morrow we will 
acV the piece,' and I'll aniwcr for its fuccefs, ■ 
unlefs fonie of thofe unliKky accidents hap- 
pen, which confound the beft-concerted de- 
figns," 

I conceived as yet but very confufedly the- 
projedt which Don Raphael liked fo much j 
but the whole was explained to me at fupper, 
and the trick feemed ingenious. After hav- 
ing difpatched part of our venifon, and made 
our leathern bottle undergo a copious evacua- 
tion, we ftretched ourfelves upon the graf-^j 
and were aQeep in a very fliort time. " Get 
up, get up, (cried Signior Ambrofe, at day- 
break) people who have great enterprizes to 
execute, ought not to be lazy." " Dewce 
take you, Mr. Inquifitor, (faid Don Raphael, 
waking) how alert you, are ! that bodes no 
good to Mr. Simon." " I grant it, (replied 
Lamela) and will moreover tell you, I dream- 
ed this night, that I plucked the hairs from 
Ins beard : Is not that a villainous dream for 
, M 3 him j 
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him, Mr. Secretary? Thcfe jokes were fol-. 
lowed by a thoufand more, which put us ^1 
■ in good humour : we. made a chearful break- 
faft, and then prepared for adling our feveral 
parts, Ambrofe put on the long gown and 
cloak, which gave him all the air of a com- 
miHary of the holy office : Don Raphael and 
I drefled ourfelves likewife, fo as to bear a 
pretty good refemblance to a fecrctary and al- 
guazil. We employed a good deal of time 
in difguifing ourfelves ; and it was paft two 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we quitted the 
wood, and fet out for Xelva. 'Tis true, indeed, 
we were in no hurry,' as ovir comedy would 
not begin before the twilight : we therefore 
-went at a very flow pace, and Hopping at the 
city^gate, waited there till night. 

As foon as it was dark, we left our horfes in 
this place to the care of Don Atphonfo, who 
was very glad that he had no other part to per- 
form. Don Raphael, Ambrofe, and I, went 
immediately into a publican's in the neighbour- 
hood; andMr.InquiQtorgoingforemoft, faidta 
thelandlordwitb great gravity, " Mafter, I want 
to talk With you in private." The landlord 
carried us into a parlour, where I <amela find- 
ing him alone with us, faid, " I am commif- 
fary of the holy office, come hither upon a 
^ery important affkir," At thefc words the 
publican grew pale, and replied with a faulter- 
ing voice, that he hoped he had given no 
caufe of complaint to the holy inquifition : 
" There- 
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** Therefore (replied Ambrof^) it has no iri- 
tention to give you any trouble : God forbid 
that, too prompt to punifh, it fliould con- 
found innocence with guilt; it is fevere, but 
always juft : in a word, one muft deferve its 
chaftifements before he feels them. It was 
not you who brought me to Xelva, but a cer- 
tain merchant called Samuel Simon, of whom 
we have received a very bad report : it is faid 
that he is ftill a Jew, and embraced chriftlanity 
thro' motives purely carnal. I order you there- 
, fore, in the name of the holy office, to tell 
me what you know of that man. Beware of 
cxcufing him, on account of his being your 
neighbour, and perhaps your friend ; for I 
declare, if I perceive in your evidence the 
leaft referve, you yourfelf are a loft man. ■ 
Come, fecrctary, (added he, turning to Ra- 
phael) dc>- your duty." 

Mr. Secretary, who already had his paper 
and inkhorn in his hand, fat down at a table, 
and prepared, with the mofl; ferious air In the' 
world, to write the depofition of the land- 
lord, who, on his part, protefted that he 
would not betray the truth. ■" Well then, 
(faid the commilTary inquifitor to him) let us 
begin : anl'wer only to my queftions j I afk 
no more." " Do you fee Samuel Simon fre-' 
quent the church V " 'Tis what I have not 
obferved, (faid the publican) I d"on't remem- 
ber to have fcen him at church." " Good ! 
(cried the inquifitor.)' Write, that he is never 
M 4 feen 

■ D.5-,z,t.b,GOOQic 



248 The ADVENTURES of 
fecn at church " " I don't fay fo, Mr. Com- 
miflary, (replied the landlord) I only fay, that 
I never faw him there ; he may be in the lame 
church with m'c, though I don't perceive him." 
" Friend, (faid Lamela) you forget that you 
niuft not, in your examination, excufe Sa- 
muel Simon : I have told you the confequences 
of it. You muft mention only thofe things 
that are againft him, and not one word in his 
favour." " If that be the cafe, Signior Li- 
centiate, (refumcd the landlord) you can't reap 
much from my depoficion j I am not acquaint- 
ed with the merchant in queftion j therefore 
tan fay neither good nor ill of him : but if 
you want to knowf how he lives in his own 
i'amily, I will go and call Gafpard his 'pren- 
tice, whom you may interrogate : he. comes 
here fometimes, to make merry with his 
friends ; and fuch a tongue ! he will difcover 
the whole life and convcrfaiion of his mafter, 
and I warrant it, find employment enough 
for your fecretary." 

'^ I like your franknefs, (faid Ambrofe)and 
you Ihew your zeal for the holy office, by in- 
forming me of a man acquainted with the mo- 
rals of Simon. I will report you to the in- 
quifition. Make hafte, then, (continued he) 
and bring hither that fame Gafpard, whom 
you mention. But do things difcrcctly, that 
his mafter may have no fufpicion of what 
pafles." The publican acquitted himfelf of 
his comminion with great fecrecy and dili- 
gence, 
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gence, and brought along with him the 
merchant's 'prentice, who was juft fuch a very 
talkative young fellow as we wanted. " Wel- 
come,, child, (faid Lamela to him) you fee, 
in me, an inquifitor, nominated by the holy 
office to take informations againft Samuel 
Simon, who is accufed of Judaifm. You 
live with him, and, of confequence, arewit-- 
ilcfs to the greateft part of his behaviour. I 
believe it is unneceflary to advertife you of the 
obligation you are under to declare all that 
you know of him, when I order you to do 
fo, in the name of the holy inquifition." 
*' Signior Licentiate, (replied the young man) 
I am very ready to fatisfy you on that head, 
without being commanded in the name of the 
holy office. If my mailer was to take me for 
iiis text, I am perfuadcd that he would not 
" fpare me ; I will therefore deal as plainly with 
him, and tell you, in the firlt pl^e, that he 
rs.a clofe hunks, whofe true fentiments it is 
impoflible to difcover 1 one who afFe(^s all the 
exteriors of a holy man, but has not one 
fcruple of virtue at bottom. He goes every 
evening to the houfe of a little Abigail." " i 
am glad to hear that, (faid Ambrofe, inter- 
rupting him) and I fee, by what you fay, 
that he is a man of bad morals ; but, anfwer 
precifely to the queftions I am going to alk, 
I am particularly enjoined to know what are 
his fentiments with refped to religion. Teit 
uic, do you eat .pork in your houfe ?" " I 
M 5. don't 
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don*C think (Fe[rfied GaTpard) that we have 
eat of it twice, durii^ the whole year that I 
have Kved widi him." ** Very well (refum- 
ed mafter inquilitor :) write, fecretary, that 
pork is never eaten in the houfe of Samuel 
Jjimon. But, to make amends for that, (con- 
tinued he) you, doubtlefe, cat lamb fome- 
times." " Yes, fomctimes, (replied the 'pren- 
tice) we had fome, for example, laft Eafter,** 
*» A lucky epocha ! (cried the commiflary :) 
write, lecretary, that Simon keeps the pafT- 
over. This goes on otcellently well, and, 
mcthinks, we have received good intelligence. 
" Befides, you muft tell me, friend, (added 
X^mela) if you have never fecn your mafter 
carefs little children." ""A thoufand times, 
(replied Gafpard) when he fees little boys pafs 
by his fliop, if they are at all handfome, he 
flops and fondles them." •* Write, mafter 
fecret'ary, (faid the inquifitor, iaoerrupting 
him) that Samuel Simon is violently fufptrft- 
ed of decoying Chriftian children into his 
houfc, in order to cut their throats. A fine 
profclyte indeed ! Oh, ho ! Mr. Simon, you 
fliall have to do with the holy office, take my 
word for it : you muft not imagine that you 
will be allowed to jnakc your barbarous fa- 
crifices with impunity. Courage! zealous Gaf- 
pard, (faid he to the 'prentice) declare all that 
you know of the matter ; and give us to un- 
dcrftand, tht this falfe catholic is more at- 
tached than ever to the Jewifli cuftoms and 
cere- 
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ceremonies. Does not he fpend one day of 
the week in total maftion ?" " No, (anfwered 
"Gafpard) I have not obferved that; I only 
perceive that on fome days he Ihuts hipifetf 
up in his clofet, where he remains a long 
time." " Ah ! ha ! (cried the cdmmiflary) he 
• keeps the fabbath, as fure a^ I am an inquifi- 
tor. Mark, fecretary, mark that he religi- 
ouny obferves the faft of the fabbath. Ah! 
the abominable wretch ! I have only one thing 
"more to alk. ' Does not he fpeak alfoof Je- 
rufalera ?" " Very often, (replied the young 
man) he relates to us the hiftory of the Jews, , 
and in what manner the temple of Jerufalem 
was deftroyed;" " Right 1 (faid Ambrofe) . 
matter fecretary, let not this piece of intelli- 
■geijce efcape you : write^ in large characters, , 
that Samuel Simon breathes nothing but the 
'reftoration of the temple j and that He medi- 
tates night and day the re-eftablifhmentof his. 
nation. I do not want to know any more j . 
therefore, it is needlefs to afk any other quef- - 
"tions: what the trufty Gafpard has depofed, , 
is enough to bring a whole fynagogue to the 
■ftake." 

Mailer coinmiflary of' the holy office hav- 
ing interrogated the 'prentice in this man- 
ner, told him he might retire; but ordered 
him, in the name of ihe holy inquifition, to- 
conceal from his mafter every tittle of what 
, had paffed. Galpard, having promifed to obey, , 
took his leave -, and we did not tarry long af- 
M 6 - ter . 
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ter he went out, but leaving the pubHc houle, 
as gravely as we had entered, went and knock- 
ed at the door of Samuel Simon, who opened 
it with his own hand •, and if he was aflronifh- 
cd to lee three fuch figures as wc were, he 
■was much more fo, when Lamela, being 
fpokefman, faJd to him, with an imperious 
tone, " Mr. Samuel, I command you, in the 
name of the holy inquifition, of which I have 
the honour to be commiffary, to deliver into 
my hand, this inftant, the key of your dofet : 
I want to fee if I cannot find fomething to 
juftify the informations wliich have been pre- 
fented to us againftyou.". 

The merchant, confounded at thefe words, 
reeled two fteps backward, as if he had re- 
ceived a blow on the ftomach. Far from fuf- 
pefting us of any trick» he believed implicit- 
ly, that Ibme fecret enemy wanted to fubjeft 
him to the fufpicion of the holy office; per- 
haps too, knowing himfelf to be no good ca- 
tholic, he bad caufe to be afraid .of an infor- 
mation. Be that as it will, I never faw a man 
more difconccrted ; he obeyed without refift- 
ance, and opened hrs clofet, with all the re- 
fpeft that a man could (hew, who is in ierrt>r 
of the inquifition. " At leaft, (faid Ambrofe, 
while he went in) at leaft you receive the or- 
ders of the holy office without contumacy. 
But (added he) retire into another room, and 
leave me at liberty to perform my funftion." 
Samuel was as obedient to this order as to the 
firfti 
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firft : he remained in his ftiop, while we three ■ 
entered his clofet, and began to fearch for his 
cafli, vhich we eafily found ; for it was in an 
open coffer, and in much greater quantity 
than we could carry off, confiftirig of a great 
number of bags piled upon one another ; but 
the whole in filver. We (hould . have liked 
gold better ; but things being as they were, 
we were fain to accommodate ourfelves tone- 
ceffity, and fill our poclcets with ducats. We 
fluffed our breeches with them, and crammed 
them into every other part which we judged 
proper to conceal them. In Ihort, we were 
heavy laden, though our cargo did not ap- 
pear; and this was owing to the addrefs of 
Ambrofe and Don Raphael, who, by their 
behaviour on this occafion, let me fee that 
there is nothing like one's being maltec of - 
his trade. 

After having done our biUincls fo fuccefs- 
fully, we came out of the clofet, and, for a 
rcafon that'tlie reader will eafily guefs, maflrer - 
Inquifitor took out his padlock, and Iixed it 
to the door with his own hand, then applying 
the feal,.raid to Simon, " Matter Samuel,. I 
forbid you, in the name of the holy inquifi- 
tion, to touch this padlock,, as well as the 
fcal, which you are bound to refpeit, fince it 
is the true feal of the holy office. I will re- 
turn at thcfame hour to-morrow, in order to 
take it off, and bring further orders for you." 
So faying, he made him open the ftreet-door, 
through. 
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through which we joyfully pafled, one after-" 
another. When we had gone about fifty yards, 
wc began to walk with iuch fpeed and nimblc- 
nefs, that we fcarce touched the ground, not- 
withftanding the burdens which we carried. 
We loon got out of town, and remounting 
our horfes, puflied towards Segorba, giving 
thanks to the god Mercury for fuch an 
happy event. 

C HAP. II. 

^be refolution which Boa Alpbonfo and GH Bias 

fcrmed. after this adventure. 

WE travelled all night,, according to our- 
laudab'.e cuftom, and found ourfelves, 
at break of day, near a litilevillage two leagues 
from Segorba. As we were all fatigued, we 

willingly quitted the highway,, to get among 
fomc willows, which we perceived at the 
bottom of a little hill,, ten or twelve hundred- 
paces from the village, in which we did not. 
think proper to ftop. We found that the 
willows yielded an agreeable ftiade, being wa- 
tered by a fmall rivulet; and the place fuitr 
"ing our tafte, we refolved to fpcnd the day in 
it. Alighting, therefore, we unbridled our 
horfes to let them feed, and lay down upon .. 
the grafs, where we took a little repofe. We 
then emptied our knapfack and leathern bottle, , 
and having made a plentiful breakfaft, countT 
ed all the money which we had taken from. 
Samuel 
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Samuel Simon,, and which amounted to three 
thoufand ducats ; fo thar^ with this fum, and 
what we had before, we might haye boafted. 
o£ having a pretty good ftock. 

As it was necefiary for feme of us to go-, 
and buy provifion, Ambrofe and Don lia^ 
f)hael, having quitted their drefs^f inquifitor 
and fecretary, faid that they would, talce thaC 
charge upon themfelves -, that the adventure 
at Xetva had only wetted their appetite j that. 
they longed fo beat Segorba, to fee if fame 
pccafion would not offer, of ftriking a new- 
ftroke. " You have nothing to do, (added 
the fon of Lucinda) but wait for us under 
thefe willows ; we will not tany, but rejoin 
you in a very (hort titne." " Signior Don 
Raphael, (cried f, laughing} bid us rather 
wait for you till doomfday ; if you leave us 
now, I believe we need not expeft to fee you- 
fooner." " We are affronted by your fuf- 
picion, (replied Signior Ambrofe) but we de- 
ferve it at your hands : your diftruft is ex- 
cufable, after what we did at Valladolid ; and 
we cannot blame you. for thinking that we 
will make no more fcruple of forfaking you, 
than of abandoning our comrades in that city : 
.but, however, yo.u are miftaken ; the confe- 
derates, from whofe company we withdrew^ 
were perfons of very bad characters, and their 
ibciety began to grow Lnfupportable. ■ We 
mult dojullice to people of our profeffion, 
by affirming that there are no affociates in 
civil 
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civil life lefs divided by intereft than they : But 
when there is not a conformity of inclinations 
among them, their good underftanding may 
be broke, as well as that of the reft of man- 
kind. Wherefore, Signior Gil Bias, (added 
Lamela) we beg that you and Don Alphonfo 
will have a little more confidence in us i and 
let not the dcfire of Don Raphael and me 
to go to S^orba, give you the leaft uneafi- 
nels." 

" It is an cafy matter (faid the fon of Lu- 
cinda) to rid them of all caufe of anxiety : 
let them remain mafters of the cafb, and then 
they will have, in their own hands, good fe- 
curity for our return. You ice, Signior Gil 
Bias, (added he) that we come to the point 
at once. You ihall have pledges in your hands-, 
and I can affure you, that Ambrole and I will 
fet out without thekaft apprehenfion of your 
giving us the (lip. After iuch a certain mark 
of our fidelity, won't you truft entirely to our 
promife ?"■ " Yes, gentlemen, (faid I) and 
you may now do what you pleafe." They 
departed immediately with the leathern bottle 
and knapfack, leaving me under the willows ■ 
with Don Alphonfo, who, after they were 
gone, faid to me, •' Signior Gil Blas» I mull 
difclofe my fentiments to you. I upbraid my- 
felf with having had the complaifance to come 
fo far with two (harpers : you cannot imagine 
how often I have repented of ihb my con- 
du(5t. Yefterday, while I took, care of the 
horfcSfc 
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horfes, I made a thoufand mortifying rtflec- 
tipns ; I confidered, that it ill became a young 
man, who has principles of honour, to live 
with fuch wicked wretches as Don Raphael 
and Lamela ; that if unluckily, one day, 
which may not be far off, a trick fhould mif- 
carry, by which wc fhall fiill into the hands 
of juftice, I Ihall be JhamefuUy punifhed with 
them as a thief, and undergo the nioft infa- 
mous chaftifement. Thefe images inceflantly 
occur to my fancy ; and I own I have refolv- 
ed, that I may no longer be an accomplice 
of their mifdcm'eanors, to feparate from them " 
for ever. I don't believe, (continued he) that 
you will difapprove of my defign." " No, 
I'll affure you, (anfwered I) though you have 
feen me aft the part of an alguazil, in the 
comedy of Samuel Simon, don't imagine that 
thefe forts of pieces are to my tafte. I take 
heaven to witnefs, that while 1 played fuch a 
fine-part, I faid within myfelf, In faith, Mr. 
Gil Bias, if juftice Ihould now come and feize 
you by the collar, you would richly deferve 
the falary which (he would beftow. I feci 
myfelf, therefore, no more difpofed than vou, 
Signior Don A4phonfo, to remain longer in 
fuch good company : and if you will give mc 
leave, I will accompany you. When the 
gentlemen return, we will demand" our (bare 
of the finances, and to-morrow morning, or 
this very night, bid them an eternal adieu." 
The 
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The beautiful Seraphina's lover approvedi 
trf mypropofal : " Let us (faid he) get into 
Valencia, and embark for Italy,' where we 
may engage in the Venetian fervicc. Is it not 
better to carry arms than lead this bafe 
guilty life ? we Ihall even be in a condition to 
make a pretty good figure with the money 
which we have : not that I can ufe fuch ill- 
gotten wealth without remorfe ; but, befides 
that I am compelled by neceffity, if ever I 
make the leaft fortune jn war, 1 fwear that L 
will indemnify Samuel Simon." I affured Don. 
Alphonfo, that I entertained the fame fenti- 
inents, and, in fiiort, we relblved to leave our 
comr^es, next morning before day. We had 
not the leaft temptation to profit by their ab- 
Ifnce, that is, to decamp immediately withi 
the cafti : the confidence they had Ihewn, in 
leaving us mafters of the money, did not per- 
Qiit us to harbour fuch a thoughL 

Ambrofe and Don Raphael returned from- 
Segorba in the evening ; and the firft thing 
they told us was, that their journey had been, 
profperous ; that they had laid the foundation 
of aftratagem, which, in all likelihood, would 
be more advantageous than the laft. Accord- 
ingly, the fon of Lucinda was going to in- 
form us of the particulars, when Don Al- 
phonfo declared his rcfolution to leave them •,, 
and let them know that I. had the fame inten- 
tion. They ufed all their endeavours, in 
V3H1, to engage us to accompany them in 
their 
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their expeditions j for .we took leave of them 
next day, after having made an equal parti- 
tion of the money, and proceeded on our way 
to Valencia. 

CHAP. HI. 

After what difagreeable incident Den Alpbonfn 
■ found bit wijhes fulfilled -, and by what adven- 
ture Gil Bias, cf afudden, faw him/elf in a 
hapjyy Jjtuatien, 

WE puflied forward chearfully, as far 
as Bunol, where unfortunately being 
obliged to halt, Don Alphonfo fell fick of a 
high fever, with violent paroxyrms, which 
, made me afraid of his life. Luckily there 
was no phyfician in the place, and I was .quit 
for my fear : he was out of danger at the end 
of three days, and my care helped to re-efta- 
blifh his health. He fliewed himfelf very fen-, 
fible of what I had done for him i and as we 
felt a reciprocal kindnefs for one another, we 
fworc an eternal friendfhip. 

We betook ourfelves again to the road, ftill 
refolved, when we Ihould arrive at Valencia^ 
to take the firft opportunity of a paffage inta 
Italy. But heaven difpofed of us orherwife. 
Seeing a number of pcafants, of both fexes,, 
dancing i;i a circle, and making merry, be- 
fore the gate of a fine caftle, we approached 
to behold their mirth ; and Don Alphonfo ex- 
peOicd nothing lefs than thQ furprize with 
6 which 
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which he was fcized, all -of a fuddeo. He 
perceived the Baron dc Stcinbach, who no 
fboner knew him again, diaii he ran to him 
with open arms, faying, in a tran(jx)rt of joy, 
" Ah, Don Alphonfo ! is it you I what an 
agreeable rencounter is this ! while enquiry U 
made alter you, all over the kiogdom, chance 
prcfents to you tny view." 

My companion alighting immediately) ran 
and embraced the Baron, whofc joy fecmed 
immoderate. " Come, my fon, (faid the good 
old man to him) you will now know who you 
are, and enjoy the moft perfeft happinrfs." 
So faying, he carried him into the caftie, which 
I likewife entered along with them i for while 
they embraced one another, I had alighted 
anti tied our horfes to a tree. The maftcr of 
the caftle was the firft perfon whom we met. 
He was a man of about fifty years of age, 
and a very engaging afpeft : " Signior, (faid 
the Baron de Steinbach, prcfenting Don Al- 
phonfo to him) behold your fon." " At thefe 
words, Don Casfar de Leyva (fo was the ma- 
tter of the caftle called) threw his arms about 
Don Alphonfo's neck, and weeping with joy, 
"■ My dear fon, (faid' he) you fee in mc the 
author of your being : if I have let you re- 
main fo long in ignorance of your birth, be- 
lieve mc, I did in that a cruel violence to my- 
fclf : I have a thoufand times fighcd with for- 
row ; but I could not do otherwife. I married 
your mother through inclination, tho* flic wai 
of 
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of a birth inferior to minej and lived under 
the authority of a harfli father, who reduced 
me to the neceflity of keeping fecret 3 mar- 
riage contracted without his confent. The 
Baron de Steinbach alone was in my confi- 
dence, and it was in concert with me that he 
brought you up. In Ihort, my father is no 
more, and I am now at liberty to declare you 
my fole heir. This is not all, (added he) you 
(hall be married to a young lady, whofe no- 
bilicy equals mine." " Signior, (cried Don 
Alphonio, interrupting him) don't make me 
pay too dear for the happinefs which you be- 
llow. Cannot I know that I have the ho- 
nour of being yourfon, without learning, at 
the fame timt, that you want to make me un- 
happy ? Ah, fir ! be not more cruel than your 
own father, who, though he did not approve 
of your paflion, was not fo fevere as to force 
you to marry." " Son, (replied Don Csfar) 
I don't intend to tyrannize over your affec- 
tions ; but be fo complaifant as to fee the lady 
v/hom I deftine for your bed; that is all I 
exa£l of your obedience. Though (he is a 
charming creature, and a very advantageous 
match for you, I promife, not to conftrain you 
to make her your wife. She is now in the 
caftle ; follow me, and you will own that 
there never was a more amiable objeft." So 
faying, he conduced Don Alphonfo into an 
apartment, whither 1 attended them, with the 
Baron de Steinbach. 

There 
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There was the Count de Pohn, with his 
two daughters, SCTaphina and Julia, asd Don 
Ferdinand, hisfon-in-law, who was ncphewto 
Don Caelar : there wereother ladies and gentle- 
men prefcnt alfo. Don Ferdinand (as was al- 
ready obfcrved) had carried off Julia ; and it 
Was on occafion of the marriage of thefe two 
lovers, that the peafants of the neighbour- 
hood were affemblcd to make merry. As (bon 
as Don Alphonfo appeared, and his father had 
prefented him to the company, the Count de 
Polan got up, and running to embrace him, 
faid, ** Welcome, my deUverer ! Don Al- 
phonfo, [added he) obferve the power that 
virtue has on generous minds : if you killed 
my fon, you have alfo faved my life. I fa- 
crifice my refentment to you, and give you 
that Seraphina, whofe honour you have pre- 
ferved. In this manner I acquit myfelf of my 
obligation." The fon of Don Ciefar did not 
fail to teftify to the Count de Polan, how 
much he was affeftcd with his generofity ; and 
I don't know whether he felt more joy in'dif- 
covering his birth, or in learning that he was 
to be Seraphina's hnlband. In effc^, that 
marriage was celebrated in a few days after, 
to the mfinice fatisfaition of the parties con- 
cerned. 

As I was alfo one of the Count's deliverers, 

that nobleman, who knew me again, affured 

■ me, he would take upon himfelf the care of 

making my fortune ; but I thanked him for 

his 
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3iis generofity, and would not leave Don Al- 
phonfo, who made me fteward of his houfe, 
and honoured me with his confidence. Scarce 
was he married, when the trick' which had 
been played upon Samuel Simon, lying on his 
confcience, he fent me to that merchant, with 
all the money which had been ftolen from him. 
I went accordingly to make reftitution, and 
began the bufinefs of a fteward, by doing that 
' which ought to be the end of it. 



The End of the Second Volume,, 
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